
O0 f i/e" Statc in w/lic/e 111aw Creatcd.

The Open Communion Baptists have their summary of principles, very
concise indeed, but Fu muchi the wvorse, becauso every varicty of opinion
miglit bc lieId and tauglit under it. The blethodists also, have their disci-
plinc unntaining a very superfirial digest of Christian doctrine. From,
ail ibis it appeairs, that no section of the Christian Churcli can dispenso
ivith a particular constitution, and a coinpend of doctrine.

W'hat is the dîîty %vhich the Christian Churcli owes tr% lier Crced and
Confession of Faith ? Her duty is to compare lier formularies of doctrino
withi the word of God, to receivo themn in su, far as they are agreeabie to,
and founded upon the Scriptures, 1 "to hold fast the formi of sound words;'
"To contend earnestly for the faith once deiivercd tu the Saints."

B3. B.

0f the State lu wvh1ch M~an was Createdo

Next tu t1he Chamacter of God there is nu subjeet the lknovlcdge of
ivic1î is of deeper importance to us thon the character of man, his present
condition and future state. To kinow what man is we must coilect the
facts statcd in the Seriptures respecting bis creation, the materiais of wvhich
lie was formed and the purposes for whiclî lie was made-respecting the
relation in ivhici bue stands to tie crentures above lhim and beiow bim.
and especially to that Glorious Onie from whoin ail beinr lias proceeded
and whose glory ail creation is iniended to, dispiay. l. a word, wc m.ust
studyv hirn fromi the moment lie %vas forrned of the dust, tli bis body retura
to the e-1LrthI and bis spirit to. God who gave it,-we mnust foilotw him into
the future state and see i'im piaced wvhere the predominant principles of
bis nature shall have full room for develupement for good or for evil,
uncramped by the pecuiliarities of his present condition, and where bappi.
]ness or misery shall bc perfect and eternal.

iIan, is not only an interesting, but a useful study. It must, in the
highest degree be useful to know ivbat ive are-to ascertain our plac utà
creation-to know the end for which we were made nnd how thiat end
lias been thwvarted-the remedial system devised by Infiiiite Wisdomn ar.j
the mneans by whicli we may bu interested in the remedy. In comparison
o)f this ail buman linoiwlcdgo is wortiess.

The source whence our information must bc derived is the word of God.
That is the only authoritative document. While however, we aszign
tilis e:eilusive place to the Scriptures. it must be obvious thtat as the Bible
is wholly tak-en up with man, it ivili bu found that its infallible stanecnîs

iiutely harinonize with ai the findings of eniigbtencd observation. If
it speaký of inan as having existed in a state, %-'iich, in soute of its mos!
important circumstances lias long since passed an vy, woc may fce ii thie
abundant rcmnunts of that stute eniough to satisfy us that the cptrî


