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l‘lURl‘. lSll\lS EXPIRESSING DURATION,

stement of Facts, : kowing that the fact
P the applualwn of the words elernal,
; urIasl'ng. .\ Coo 0 pum.slzmrnf. 18, 1O
g | Yraof of the doct-inz of cumdicss pun-
B | shurent.
s
\

. The words curh\hng, furever, and
Wever, and ever. it tue Old Testament,
tranelated from the Iebrew olim.—
vlor, Parkhumt, Stuart, and indeed all
Sicon writers, admit that the word olun,
os not of itsell, signify an endless du-
gtion. In other wurds, that this is net
bt radicol meaning of the word.  Ilence,

y define it to signify ¢ o duration
&ich is concealed ;* ¢ times hidden from
n, whether delinite or indefinite;
iether past or future.’
2, ‘f'hese words in the New Testa-
Fent, are transiated from the Greek word
on and atonios. The authorities referred
above, admnit that jthese words are fre-
hently uscd to express a limited peripd
{" time : and alsg, that in their Scripture

Faven they themselves admit that itisigni-
’ﬁes this, not from the prop:r force-of the

ord, but when the sense of the place re-
g ires it ; as God and his attributes.’. But,
allowing they are correctin this, (and in

nt of duration expressed by these terms,
15t be determined by the nature of the

»:-\; to which they are applied. And un-
,bs.;lulely cndless inits nature, the fact of
e application of these terms to punish-

1ent, does not prove the endless duration

2 4. Itis Be}'ond all dispute, that these
Fvords are frequently, and in & great vari-
ty of ways, used in the Scriptures, both
bf the Old and the New Testament, tosig-
ify lintited duration. Out of six hundred
B%.nd fifty-two occnrrences of olim, and its
-arresponding words in the Old Testamont,
tis susceptible of tho clearest demonstra.
ion, that in six hundred instances it .ex-

&8 resses only limited duration.

5. Qur translators have rendercd olirm,
nd ita corresponding words, by nearly
hirly different words and phrases ; most

BX-f them signifying duration, but varying as
B8t ils extont, from three days to endless
B durztion. .

(% ©. It is an indisputable fact that the
$worls ofir: and afon, are usedin the Scrip-
Miwres in the plural [number. Now, had
8 the inspired writersunderstood these words
% cxpress endless duration, there would
ghave been mo necessity of their using

Ehemin the plorat number; but on the

e e

Sarther.

.: this there is no proof; and, besides,.

wmr.m, “such use of thewm Wwould be l\wh-
ly improper.

7. ‘These wordzare not only used in
the plural numbor, but words are added to
extend their signification. The literal
rendering of Exedus xv: 28, is, ‘the
Lord shall reign from aion to aion and
Dan. xii: 3, ¢ And they that
turn many to rightsousness shall shine as
the stars through the aions and farther.—
Mic. iv. ¢ And we will walk in the
name of Jehovah our God, through the”
aion and leyond #. Now if the werd
aion sigpifies cternity, then we should be
under the necessity of reading these pas-
sages thus, ¢ The Lord shall reign from
clernity to elernity and further? ¢ And
thoy that turn many to righteousness, shall
shine as the stars thrcugh the ¢fernity, and
farther.” ¢ And we will welk in the name
of Johovah our God, through the ctersity
and beyond it.> Nuw to speak of a pe-
riod of tune Leyond eternity, or to speak
of one viernity succeeding ancthier eterni-
ty, is absurd. Ience, wo contlude the
Scripture writgrs did not understind these
words to signify endless duration.

8. Ifwe understand aion to express
endless duration, then we shall read in the

5.

Bible of eternities, of the deginning of |

elernity, of the end of efernity, and of thes
eternity, and the ercrnity to come. Eph.
it : 7. ¢That in the aions (elernitics) to
come he might shew tho exceeding riches
of his grace” Col.i: 26. ¢ Even the
mystery winca hath been hid frem aions
{eternities) and from.gencrations.”  Eph.
iil: 9. ¢ And to make sll men see what
is the fellowship ofthe mystery which
from the beginning of the aion (eternity)
hath been hid in God.> Tiwsi: 2. ¢In’
hope “of eternal life, which God thatcen
not lic promised before the aion {etorni-
ty) began.’  Acts hi: 21, ¢ Which God
hath.spoken by the mouth of all his 2nly
prophets since the aion (etcmity) hath
been hid in God.> Titusi: 2. * inhope -
of eternal life, which God that can not jis -
promised before the aion (cternity) begon.’
Matt. xxiv: 2. ¢ Tell us when shall these
things be, and what shall be the sign of thy
coming, and of the end of the aion.” (vter-
nity.) Matt. xxviii : 20. ¢ Lo, I am with
you always, even to the end of tho aton.”
(eternity.) Ileb. ix: 26. *But now
once in the end of the aion (cternity),
hath he appeared to put away sin by the
sacrifice of himself” 1 Cor. x: 11. ¢ And
they are written for our admonition, upon
whom the ends of the aions (eternities)
have come.” Matt. xii: 32 ¢ Bt whoso-
ever speaketh ageinst the Holy Ghest, it
shall not be forgiven him, neither in this
aion (clcrmty), nor -in the aisnt (clersity)
to come.! Eph, i: 21. For aboveall
principality, and power, and might, and
dominion, and overy name thet is namcd,
not only in this alon (eternity), but also In
that {o come.’
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9. Itis amatier of some doubt, wheth-
orthese words do of themselves primasily

siguity duration at oll 5 and whether, when

they are used for this purposo, they are not
used in an accommodated sense. Dr.
Clowes says on this subject, *there has
been at least one writer (Rev. Mr. Good-
win, in the Christian Examinar, publish-
ed in Boston) who has with great learning
ond judgment examined these words, and
who has come to the conclusion-that oZim,
and its equivalent afon, mean spirit ; and
aionios, means spiritual ; and that these
words never have necessarily the meaning
of duration. Without admitting or reject-
ing tho correctness of this sentiment, wo
must declare that our Saviour has so care-
fully defined etornal lifs; as consisting in
¢ the knowledge of God, and of Jesus Christ
85 sent by him'~and as being that which
is here enjoyed, before the resurrection—
as somethingin short, which is exclusive
of thatlife which shall be enjoyed in the
futurs world, that we feel ourselves com-
pelled tofadimit, that in the teachings of our
Saviour, the term aionois, rendered etern-
al, in the phrase eternal Life, réfers much
more to the chararter of thatlife, than to
its duration. The only question ie,
whether the terms olim, aion und aionios,
have notin other parts ¢f Seripturs a cor-
responding meaning.’

10. If we understand thesoterms to be
oxpressive of endless duration, we put an
unanswerable argument into the hands of
the Jews. It is an incontrovertible fact,
that these terms are applied to God’s ‘an-
~ient covenant with the Jew ; to the sia-
tutes of Mos¢s, and to the priesthood of
Aaron.  With what propriety, then, may
the Jews contend, that all these were de-
signed to be of perpetual continuance ; and
that Jesus must have been an imposters
inasmuch, as one ostonsible object which
he hadin view, was, to abrogate the inxi-

tutions of Mnses and bsing thoLegnl cov-

t
cnant to a close. '

11, Dut, wa aiso set the Biblz ot va-
rinuce with itselfl.  We have seen that
1 ese termas are applicd to the ordinances
of Moses, znd vet in [Ieb. viil : 13,and ix:
10, we are cxpre»l" told, that the old;
covenant and the Moiale ordinwnces ars
done away. We liave seen that these tertas
are :\pphcd to the Aaronic pricsthand, und
yorin Hebrews, 7th chapler. we zre wid,
that that priestiood is abolished. Theso,
tcrms are also applicd a humber of tlimes
to the kingdom of Christand vet in1 Cer.

124, weare told that this kingdem shnil :
come to an end. ¢ Then cometh the v,
when he (Clirist) shall kave delivere] up
the kingdom t0 God even thy Fether:
vhen he shall have put down «!l ruie, and
all authority and power. For he must
reign (il he hath put.all encmies under his
feet.’ .

12. Altkough these torms ara applied
to the punishment of perzons twelve timos
in the Bible, yet in not one-single instance
are:they applied to punishmont after death,
or in a future state of existence. We
haye examintd overy passage, particularly

- -~

2 .
jean bsliove this,

‘thown this to be contrary to fact,

and carefully ; and have not been able to
find, oven one, which has any reforenco
to a future world. Now this is an im-
poriant fact. How can it be supposed now,
that the Scripture: wrters belioved in a
future state of unending punishment, and
understood these terms as oxpresswe of

‘endless duration, and yet should not in a

singlo instance, apply these terms to that
punishment? This is an absurdity so
glaring, that it must not be gverlooked.—
“Tho Biblo aboundd: with exhortations to,
and warnings, and threats, and denuncia-
tions againstthe wicked, yet no where be.
tween its lids do we find the terms olim,
aton, and aionfos applied to any punish-
ment whatever in another world. This
fact upon the minds of the candid, will
have, and-upon the minds of all, ought to
have greatweight.

13, Itis also a fact that a great majori-
ty of the Scripturo writers have not ap-
plied theso terms to punishment, i, e., the
punishment of persons: at all. And of
those who have they have done so only in
a very few instances. Job, David, Jere.
miah, Danicl, and Malachi, are the
only Old Testament writers who apply
these terms to punishment ; and they, each
only once. Jesus Christapplied the terms
in question to punishment only twice;
Paul, twice ; Peter, once; Jude, once ;
and supposing John to have been the au-
thor of the Book of Revelations, he, once.
Now,can it be believed that Moses, Joshua,
Ruth, Ezra, Nehomiah, Esther, 1Solomon,
Lsniah, Ezckiel, Hoser, Jool, Amos, Obad.
inlt, Jonah, Micah, Naham, Habakkuk.
Zephariah, Haggai, and Zechariah, could
have believed in the doctrine of future
endiess punishment ; and that these terms
were sxpressive of endless duration ; and
ye?, that in all their denunciations againse ¢

tthe wicked, they should never apply these

terms to. punishment of ¥ny kind, either
in this world or another 7 The man who
must have a2 mind not
regulated by evidence in mnkmg up his
o,.m.o..c Such an one, is prepared to
edx. ‘2 ulmost anything.

We willnow notice some objections.—
Itz said chat “these terms must express”’
erdless duration, becauss they are applied
tv Ged” 1fthe objector means by this,
that because 2 tarm exprossive of duration
Jisapplied s God, iherefore it expresses
endless duration in all cases, we have
For we
have seen that the terms in question, are
appiied 1o God, and yst are applied
things which dsve had, and tothings which
are to kave, an end.  If e ineans by it,
that because a term exjressive of duration
is applicd to Ged. thereifors, that lerm is
of itsclf.oxpress.ve-of cnuless dusation, this
alse, is contrary to fact. For we have
shown that.the term vumis applied to God,
and yet thet eternity is not the radical
meaning of the word ; and that if it ex-
presses endless duration -when npphed to e



