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from sixty to eighty were covered. But what a beautifîi sighit in Gods
eyes it must have been, when, for ncarly fourteeni yeari-, Anglicans azuj
Lutheraus, Presbyterians, Independents and Friends sat overy week Stidi.
ously seeking to maire a new and complote Bible for the people, forgettino,
ail minor differences in one absorbing aimr and work! and, as Mr. couSÏDS
bcautifully says, even Mr. Richardson's Malagasy Dictionary lying con,.
paratively unused on1 the table, because at one end vwat a living Iexi<con oi
the native language in the person of three native helpers,* to whom, hi
fact, the final revision ivas mainly entrusted.

When the labor of these long years reached completion, and the prayers
of more than six hundred successive sessions bad been answercd, it ivas
felt that a thanksgiving service should signalize the close of sucli a g;ganUî'
task. And the place chosen for suclia praise scrvice-there couIld Le note
so appropriate-was thre stone memorial churcli at Ambônin' Ampajjari.
nana, thre sanctuary reared on the verge of the precipice over whichiry
eight years before, ourteen Malagasy martyrs hiad becn flung, becau:se
they loved that Bible and wsould not disown the Christ it had rcvealed!

But inwwhat, different circumstanccs that thanksgiving service ivas haeld!
When that earliest edition had been completed, a storrn of pitilesa peue;.
cution was beating on the heads of native Christians, before 'which une
thre transiators were driven away. Now it was eightccn years since tL.,
publie burning of thre idols, and at the tbanksgiving meetingr belîold lii
Excellency, Rainilaiarw6ôny, thre Prime Minister, sent by a Christian quqe;
Ranavalona II., the first Christian sovereigu of Madagascar, to reprsel
lier and convey to, ail who had aided in tis great work the thanks of t
quen. WVith what eznotions must they who remembered the Lorroisif
the reign of thre first Ranavalona have heard tis noble premier, tÈ.
queen's consort, as he told of the profound personal intercst his royal 'rt!e
hadl taken in thre work of revision, and how ini ber jealousy fo, its pcriee.
tion sicj had herseif ofteîî Luggested1 to flic revisers certain suitable vroeu
and phnas2s to, convey tire sacred sense. And so ini more than tivo thmr.
sand ccngregations and nearly as many sehools, representing more tin
three «hundrcd thousand iProtestant Christians, tis reviscd Bible is to 'e
used.

If facts have any force> surely no one Nvho candidly survcys thispa.
ramie scene ean doubt that a Divine Artist bas been at work-. The hmni
of God has drawn these outlines, and there is a toncir of celeztial co!a«.
ing. The rainbow round about the throae refiects its severifold beantrii
the history of thre Jiova Church ; thero is soznething which arches th-
'whole seventy-:five years, in sight like unto an enierald. Shal ivc questie
thre Divine sanction upon missions when seventy-five years among à~
Hovas work sucli changes and reveal sucli fruits?!
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