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pupils should be his successor. Some followed Karim Khan, of Kirman,
who still is the head of the Sheikhis and bitter enciny of the Babis. Al
Mohammed returned to Shiraz and made another pilgrimage to Arabia.
He wrote a treatise on pilgriinages.

May 23d, 1544, at Shiraz, he announced Limself as the successor of his
teacher, and as, moreover, the Bab or gate to the troe knowledge of God.
Abdbout this time he compiled two works in Arabic expounding his do:-
trine ; won his first disciples from among his fellow-pupils of Seyyel
Kazim, and sent them to propagate his doctrines.

Scptember, 1S45. By this time the Mohammedan clergy were alarmed
at the spread of the new sect and secured his arrest.

1846. A plague broke out in Shiraz, and in the coxnfusion the Bak
escaped to Ispahan and was weli received by the governor there.

1847. This governor died, and hissuccessor arrested the Bab and sent
him to Teheran. Near Teheran a number of believers came ont to mnt
him. Among them was Mirza Hussein All, then aged thirty, afterwari
called Beha. '

The king, Mohammed Shah, fearing to keep the Bab among his dis-
ciples, sent him to the remote castle of Maku, near Mount Ararat, where
he remained in prison till near the time of his death.

October 5th, 1848,  Mohammed Shah died and was succeeded by the
present king, Nasuru Deen Shah.  Formidable insurrections of Balis
arose in Mazanderan, at Yczd, Niriz, and Zengan. Thousands of the
Babis died fighting with reckless daring, especially in Zengan, where ther
defied the power of the Shah for several months.  Mcanwhile, the Bab in
his imprisonmient composed his volurminous works.

1850. The government at Teheran determined to strike terror inte
the ranks of the Babis by putting to dcath their head. He was removed
for a2 time to Chara, a castlc near Salmas and Oroomiah, thence was {aken
ria Oroomiah to Tabreez. -

July 15th, 1850. The Bab was exccuted in Tabreez. He and one of
his disciples were suspended by ropes, and a file of Christian soldicrs of
Orcomiah fired a volley. Yhen the smoke cleared away the dead body
of the disciple was there, but the Bab was gone.  The bullets had cut the
rope and freed him.  If he had cast himsclf on the people and appealed
to his escape as miraculous, the sympathy was so great that probably he
would have been saved by the people ; but he fled into x guard house, was
soon discovered, and at the second volley he died.

Mirza Yahyz, under the title of Sudk ¢ Ezel (morning of ctemnity).
became the Bab's successor. He is younger half-brother of Beha, and
still lives in exile in Cyprus.

1852. Three Babis atteropt to assassinate the Shah. This results in
more severe persccution.  The leading believers are put to death or widelr
scattered.  The poetess and heroine, Kurratu I'Ain, is among the martyrs.
Mirza Hassein Ali narrowly escapes the same fate.




