
Clîrist'8 atonement to the salvation of flue soul. WVîere Chist is
nonand recognized ive have no marzigin of hopce outside of a full and

coIIscÎoup aceeptance of Ilim. In proportion as God bias lef t thc souls
of inen in ignorance and darkness abouit Christ, ài that proportion
niay we enlargre the margin of hope that lus infinito mercy ivill find
tile wvay to respond to coxscious penitelice and humble trust by freely
grammlting( and applying the boundless monits of Chirist's sacrifice to a
solil tru!y seeking af ter in. WYe understald the Bible te teach that
,il opportunity of accepting the gospel is lirnited to life titis side of
tiie grave, and that there is no probation or renleied opportunity
beyond our earthly existence. It is also clearly tauglit iu the Bible
thiat salvation is not of works nor of external adherence to any sect.
lime Jeu' was iuot saved because lie wvas a Jew. The Christian is not
&ived because lie is a Christian. T1hle Moslem, of course, cannot be
eived because lie is a Moslem. Ail who, may bce saved outside of
formai and visible connection ivith Chnristianity, iviii be saved because
of a real and invisible connection ii Christ. They iviil have ob-
taiined consciously, or unconsciously, by t.he aid of God's Spirit, that at-
titude of humility and trust toward God which wvill mnake it consistent
witlh lus character and iii harmiony with lis wisdom and goodness te im-
pirt to their souls the free gif t of pardon through Chirist's merits, and
apply to them iii the gladness of luis love the benefits of Chirist's death.
It isin any case salvation by gift, received from God's mercy, and based
upon Chirist's atonement, and flot by works or by reason of human menit.
W~e dlaim, therefore, that the Mohamunedan, as sucli, nceds the
knowiedge of Christ, and can only be saved througli Christ. le needs
te bce tauiglit Christianîty and broughit into the light of Bible truth.
Hie ueeds te recognize the dangerous errors of his religion anid turni te
Cliristiauiity as the truc lighit from. heaven. le nieeds to take a
radicaliy different and essentially nlew attitude towands Christ. le
ncceds spiritual regeneration and moral reformation. In one word, lie
needs tie gospel. Hie needs ail its lessons, and ail its hielp, and aIl its
iitsp)iratioii. ilere ive rest the question of dut.y. If any d]ass of men
uleed the gospel, te them it should be given, and it is our mission in

lite world as Christians te do this.
Let uls turfi now te consider the special difficulties of mission work

amnug Moslems. That there are serious and formidable difficulties is
]lot simply the verdict of the literary student or the histonical theo-
logiani, but it is a matter of experience. AIl missionanies in Mloslem
celMmunlities recognize tItis, and there is hardly a probleml i the who]e
range of inission service wvhich is a severer tax upon faith aiid courage
sUd ivisdonu titan that involved in the effort te, win converts te Chris-
tiau'litY from Islam. It is necessary te a full understanding of this
phseC c)f our subjeet that we should secune if posisible anl inside view of
tule strengthl and resources of the Mohammedan faith. Let us en-

189.]ISLAM AND CHRISTIAN MISSIONS.1889.]


