
or 8oo,oco strong, ta be commanded by an rity. Hie held the commercial evil s under
American General Iately returned from %%hich Canada wvas at thiat time labouring; ta,
Mexico, and of 50,000 Irish ready ta march be di rectly chargeable on Imperial legisia-
into Canada from the States at a minute's tion. Peel's Free Trade measure of 1846
not.ice. A meeting at Montreal, that was to had driven the %%hole of the produce dowvn
have overturned the Britibli Empire, wvas dis- New York channels, robbing Ca nada of her
persed by a timely thunder shower. The cnldues, ruining at once mill-owners,
chief agitator wvas an American citizen, and forward. -s, and merchants, rnaking property
Lord Elgiin says: " 1 am of opinion that unsaleatle, and reducing the Govcrnment ta
proceedings of this description on the part the payment of its officers in debentures.
of a citizen of another country are flot ta be " What malkes it more serious is, that ail the
tolerated; and although there is an indis- prosperity of which Canada is thus rabbed
position in certain quarters ta drive things is transplanted ta the other side of the lines,
ta an extreinity, I think, I shall succeed in as if ta make Canadians feel more bitterly
having him arrested, unless he takes himself how muïch kinder England is ta the children
off speedily." -who desert her than ta those who remain

A great addition had been made ta the faithful. For I care flot -vhether you be a
Irish difficulky, and ta the difficulties af Protectionist or a Free Trader, it is the in-
government generally at the outset of Lord cansistency of Imperial legisiatian, and flot
Elgin's administration, by the fea'rful tide the adoption of one policy rather than ana-
of starving, and plague-stricken immigrants ther, ivhich is the bane of the Colonies. 1
poured upan aur shores by the Irish famine believe that the conviction that they i-vould
Of .1847. It fell ta the lot of the Governor- be better off if they i'ere annexed, is almost
General, on this occasion, ta press on the universal among tle commercial classes at
attention of the Haine Govcmnment-what it present, and the peaceful condition af the
it wvas by no means quickz in perceiving-the Provinces under ail the circumstances of the
heaviness of the. burden cast on Canada, and time, is, I rmust confess, often a matter of
her just dlaims at ail events ta reimburse- great astonishment ta myseif.» If the lot af
ment of the expenses she had incurred. A jthe colonist in commercial respects con-
good deal of argument seerns ta have been tinued ta preserit an unfavourable contrast
required ta disabuse the Colonial Secretary ta that of the people an the other side of the
of the impression that Canada was neces- line, Lord Elgin feit that the inevitable
sarily the gainer by the inroad of io,0 resuit must be a tendency ta annexation.
destitute, sick and suffering people, ivhose jPerhaps, he a little underrated the cauinter-
course through the eastern portion af aur vailingr action cf the mcdral forces. The
country was strewn with dead, w~hile the strength af the national sentiment among
survivors were for some time av- intalerable Caradians he could nat estimate, for it had
burden ta the ivest. The Governor- jnot then ccnie inta existence.
General bears emLJhatic testimany ta the IHis wish %vas not ta, returfi ta, Protection,
exertions made by the colonists, and the but ta obtain Reciprocity ai Trade with the
forbearance and good feeling sLin aby themn United States, ta which he attached what
under the trial. aur expei-ience since the suspension af

The main root af pahitical discantent, in Reciprocity bas proved ta be an exaggerated
Lord Elgin's opinion, was comrniý.x.:à de- importance. Ta negatiate the Reciprociîty
pression, and the infallible remedy for thýe Treaty he went himself ta, Washingyton. It
political discontent, and the danger .it- wvas his first essay in diplomacy, but he had
tendant an àt, was the .restoration of prosÈe- ail the qualifications of mariner and address
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