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BOOK RBVIEWS.

-TH E CÂRES OF THîîE WORLD. By John Web-
ster F-lancock, 'LL.B., Barrister-at-Law.
James Speirs, London, 1876.

One of the most marked and hopeful features
of thc present time is the interest taken by lay-
men iii discussing questions which used to be
considereci the mnonopoly- of pi-eachers andl thc-
logians. \Vhen a clerîcal ivriter cliscourses
upon "lthe cares of this wvorld and the deceit-
fulness of riches," ordinary readers are too apt
to consider it simply "bhis 4ôle," and to pay
correspondingly littie attention ; but îvhen a
barrister-at-laiv takzes up this and kindred sub-
jects, and speaks of theni plainly and earnestly,
as a.business man to business men, about what
most intimatelv concerns Min and them, it is
instinctively feit that lie mnust have something
important to say. And so ive th*,nk lie bas,
and lias said it %well. The sixteen papers con-
tained in the neat volume before us, some of
wbhich, at least, appear to have been reprinted
front serials of sone years back, discuss ablyand
forcibly the practical questions ivhich concern
our lifé as citizens of this wvorld, in connexion
ivitlr that higlier life ivhich is to fit us for an-
other sphere. and which it is of such paramount
importance w~ cultivate here and now. 0f the
theological speculation wbich is s0 conîmon
there is hardly a trace, if we except the theory
respecting guardian-angels ; and those wvbo re-
gard such speculation with suspicion may con-
sider tbi5 volume quite "lsafe." But of ivise
and practical demonstration of the bearing of
the religious life on the every-day niatters of
the life of this world there is a great deal.
There is nothing of the peculiar pbraseology of
a- school, nothing to indic ite the autbor's own
theological lean-gas, except perhaps iL undis-
guised contempt of aIl that is formai and unreal.
T-is style is plain and direct,withoutany attempt
at rhetorical graces, but ivith a certain naive
simplicity of its own that gives it individuality
anu. strength. H-is analysis of human life and
human actions is profound and searching, and
showvs close observation aad earnest thoughit, a
knowvledge of buman nature that implies inuch
self-knoîvledge, and a strong realization of the
spiritual life and spiritual realities of whichi he
speaks. îvhichi gives life and force to bis wvords.
We may stop to consider and question sôme of
bis statements, as, for instance> that "lit seems
-to be a general law that our self-love sbould

'bear an exact proportion to Our intellect, so that
if ive possess a large and active capacity for
understanding truth, which tends to elevate us
,to beaven, a counter-poising îveight of evil lusts
requires tbe practical application of every new

trutb to prevent them from dragginL us down
to biel!." But ive must always respect bis ap-
plication of principles to life and experience;
as in the passage wvhich shortly follovs: -"'Mere
tbinking does flot purify. We may therefore
seem to ourselves to realize the promise, 'Tbey
shall iount up with wvings as engles.' but until
ive have learneci to 'wvait upon the Lord' ive
speedily ' faint and are îveary.' We may, in-
deed, eagerly pursue Our investigations of
spiritual truth as a science, and seem not to
slacken, but rather to increase, in the ardour of
our pursuit, thougli our will and its affections
receive no hecavenly modifications from that
which we learn ; but in this case twvo tbings are
certain-ftr-st, that a vast extent of higie.st and
sweetest contemplation can neyer open to us,
nor can we have the least conception of its ex-
istence, because that is revealed only to 'the
pure in heart ;' and, secoezd, that at length wve
(ly by night, and therefore flot towards but
froin the sun, for such as is the quality of our
îvill such is the quality of our tbougbt."

From tbis extract it will be seen that the
book is one îvhichi demands some exercise of
tbouglit, and so %vill not commend itself to the in-
dolent lover of " tbinking madle easy," but only
to those wvho enjoy wvhat is suggestive and
stimulating to mental circulation. The autbor's
style is also, perbaps, bardly " spicy-" enougb
for a taste formed in a sensation-loving age.
Vet perlhaps there may be among those wvbo are
weary of perpetual ' spice " and peripbrases, a
tolerable audience for a man wbo clothes bis
thoughts in plain dovnright phrase, and tlîinks
more about wbat lie bas to say than tlie way of
saying it. His avoidance of set or " cant "
phrases often gives freshness to bis manner of
stating old truths, as, for instance, wvbere lie
speaks of the "lspiritual "as being distinguished
froni the Ilnatural " man, by "lthe powers of a
spiritual mind hitherto undeveloped. Powers
îvbich corporal nature cannet give, but whicb
are the direct gifts of that formative spirit wbich
broods over the chaos of the faIt in every man,
and strives to create in him a dlean heart and
a right spirit." The papers on IlParticular
Providence," and on "Affliction the Great
Purifier," may be read with profit by both Chris-
tians and sceptics. The former niay be benefited
by the contrastwbichi lie draws between theideal
Christians wbomn bis imagination created as the
resuit of their professed beliefs, and the average
Christians wbomn lie actually encountered ; al-
thougb be tells us that lie .ronmelime found
bis early dreanis realised. Somie may be
startled, too, by bis unquestionable and unciues-
tionably proved position, tbat "Zivery rebel-


