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reasons, arnong others, because it is often asserted that many, if
not most, of our celebrated cyscs of reformation are suececded

a worsc relapse, of which wo often remain ignorant, from a want
of a regular system of discipline in our socicties.  Without shying
anything of the unreasonublences of this generaglasertion, we favo
excellent ground for believing that there can pe no deception in
the caso now referred to, in consequenee of thie purity of commu.
nion, which is well known to exist in the churches of our Inde.
pendent brethren.  From the second annual Report of the Wes.
tern Scottish Temperance Union, which will-he q(fk:ﬂv;cdgcd ta
be a respectabic authority, we learn that 4301 drunkgds have
been reclaimed v#ithin the bonnds of the Union duri_l%ﬂ_‘t \e“paxt

better feeling, whose beneficial influence it requires no gift of
prophecy to predict. Intoxicating beverages are not now s6 fre.
quently presented as formerly, as an article of courtesy or refresh.
ment, and this remark of course extends in its application to those
who are unconneceted with the Abstinence Society It is ncw
discovered that births and marriages can be celebrated joyqusly
without their aid, and that the social felicity conneeted thﬂéosc
fostive occasions was only detcriorated by their prescuce, ant the
obsequics of deceased fricnds suffer no diminution of their soleth.
pity and improssivencss when separated from these absurd and
pernicious 2€gmpaniments.  This growing _disregard 6f the
drinking custorps, which cannot have cscapcﬁ?ﬁ\e notice of any
accurate observer of the practices of the soeiety with which he|ycar Sumilar statements might be made regurding oflict locali. ?
mingles, I regard as onc of the most important resulls of our|tics, but our munbers would be immenscly increased conld we gives |
movement, as they have hitherto been the chicf obstucles by|an accurate statement regarding Scotland generally.  Noflimng
which it has been impeded, and the most serious stumbling.blocK surpasses Our opponents, or professed butineflicient friends;*more
to. the members of*3ar society. And I feel “assured that when L%U‘ our cases of reformation, and it is sometimes sneeringly said,
these usages havo been extirpatedthe remaining soiFges of mtem. | f-”lsi is remarhable that the Gospel shoul@fail, andithis modern
perance will be found to be absolutely trifling, and' W& shall appear | doctrine of tee-totalism thus succced.  Our members would real.
in a bulwark whosc foundations are oo deep to be undermincd, |1y require u largt amount of meekness to withstand the irritating
and whose walls are too high to be scaled by the boldest of the [inflifence:pf the insults they receive.  ThayGospel does not fail in
foo, and our society shall stand confessed the pride and sceurity the reforrdation of the very worst characters, but it is often inju.
of a ransomed natiom. ‘H3ldiciously applied t them. I regard the entire scheme of abstin.
Tence as @ “devgloptment of Chrislian principle in the judicious
;;?‘lr."an ement of a vystem of means {0 effect the vemozal of an
‘overgthelming cwil. In the adoption of these means we compro.
misc* o istingb%ﬁnciplc, and ‘we excmplify that feeling of
Christian cliatity Which ought to actuate us in the discharge of al}
our relativo dutieg,, Far be it fromifiic to dercgate from the glory
of the Gospel.  Lwilinot, 1 caxfﬁot dure not act =0 impiously.
And, knowing, as , that our sociclyy is premoted chiefly b
the instrumentality of hristian men, I eannot doubt that in con.

III. As another result of the temperance movement, it ma;y‘;
stated that the number of actual instances of reformation i
Iifo of inebriety, produced through its instrumentality, are by &
meane inconsiderable. Whilst this is a cheering result of our
movement it is an argument in its favour which may be wielded
by the lcast gifted of jts' friends. This statcment is well illustra-
ted by the following ahigedote, which was given in a letter froma
divinity student in Edigburgh, to a friend in Glasgow: “ A few
days ago five of our students wers walking on thé&Caiten hill, in

the outskirts of this city, three of whom were tom‘}, abstainers.
Getting into a hotydebatc on the Abstinence question; two of them
in order to escapeZffom the painful collision of sentiment, stepped
forward in advance of the other three, and in the latter pariy
there was one who denounced the abstinence scheme loudly and
violently as likely to affect with dangerous prejudices the rising

templating the benefical influence of its operdfions they with sin.
cerity exclaim, ¢ Not ito uS, O Lord, not uhito us, but unto thy
name give glory.” .

After the oé:s;cnvatiop\ we kave now mdde we are prepared to
adopt the lanEudge wehid: follows, conscigus that, by the aid of
the temperdice movémnt we hpve ddvanced a step towards

realizing the predicted rdgn of tc‘xhnp:eﬁrégcc —

“¢ Dash dowy yon.b«gg}gfs:\mian wine,”
. Tts golden bubles Fizemo more,
*  No longer beril *neath¥Bacchus’ shrine,
His long and kuleful Tzign is o'cr;
The vine leaf “ithérsfon his brow,
A fairer banne.is unfurl’d, ~
Bortals beneatl its shadow bow,
And Temperane once morc rules the world.”
“Animated by past success, ct the promoters of our movement
persevere iri their cfforts € benevolence, till the galling yoke
shall fall lé?m cevery neck arund which it mow clings, and the
banner oi@peﬂmcc shall *ave triumphantly over & ranscmed

generation.  Sgrange as 1t may seem, he was of opinion that absti-
nence was a cure for drunkards only, and ought not to be reconr..
mended to the sober, and lilmnt it was especially injudicious to
recommend it to the young, as”our influence might aftect their
minds with prejudices which would be attended with the most |,z
ruinous consequences. A well.dressed tradesnidn, with a neatlyé
attired little girl in hig hand, coming up behind, heard¥the“arguzie
mentation, and after apologising for intrpging himself on tho
eompany, begged permission to propose aj irto the gentlg
man above referred to, whose statements, hesaidihe had liste

to with the greatest pain. Permission being granted, he asked
whether the drinking customs of gur countrymen had produced
more of evil or of good. Evading the question he replieds that
drunkenhess had produced more evil than good. ¢ We are so far
at one,” was the reply, ¢for nobody doubts that drunkenness is
productive of evil alonc, but I insist on an answer to myquestion.’
»Oh! 1 don’t wish to cnter intc a debate with you, was the
cautious though somewhat cowardly reply. ¢ Very well,’ contiu:
ed the artizan, ¢ but you necd cntertain no fears about the%nfi.
ence of tee-totalism on the risng generation, for while I musghls
confess that I neglected my family, and made them miserable bySEGaIR:e0 steadfastly, and thy' thmgway your cyes and weep?
intemperance, it 1s otherwise since 1 became a tee-totaller; ¥ novsishs &1 have heard yd ray, @poor, motherless child?
attend to their education and cemfort, and my litle daughter] Vhintid s2pean by thut? Who is that poor child that hasno
who now accompanics me is an evidencc of the beneficial mfli. 7e5\¥hathaye I done faher, that my mother does not love
ence of the abstinence system on the rising gencration> ‘Thel: clbfsEhomsiitto 7 Win I kissher cheek she nevernow
student was silenced and walked off, but he alterwards suffered, :oyerspe with kisses ! She never talks
much from his companions for cvading the question of the arﬁznﬁ:!’g portweacekiand how much I look like you®
Instances of personal reformation, and the restoration of domesBRENSEY what is the reason 7 Is she sick 7 or maybe she is
comfort, resulting from our movement, arc so common that tHgze | now'degd,’and that is why yon t Isit so, dear father, tell
is, perhaps, no member of our society who igmot acquainteds me, and was it me you meant whn you said ‘ poor, mutherless
several cases ;¢but going beyond the range of personal obistiygis| child 22  Then did the beautifulhild look up to his father, his
tion, we maysmention an important fact, that there are {W%oeyes filled with tears, as if fondli;gurcating him to answer his
hundred and thirty members of an Ipdependent church at Edin- | question, and his sire drew him, hilboy, his pride, to his heart,and
burgh, who were offce degraded by ‘intemperance. 1 donbt not | whispered “ she is not dead,” and'hen he added in tones not
that the zealous and pemcverin&&abo\igg; of the Rev. Mr. Wight, | meant for him to hear, * but it wergetter, better far, that ghe bad
their pastor, have been chiefly inSfrumengal in cffecting this cheer. | died, than have brought all this mist and degradation upon her.
ing result. X deem this fact of grcat'ﬁgégortuncc, for various
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her,” saxd a little boy \‘ho stood leaning upon his parent’s

¢ father, why do youdgolso sad Iately 2~ Why do you gaze

self and offspring.” Unhappy fatberiunhappy child! Thy wife,



