
Lecture oit the 28d Psaliii.

nourishmnent by givirig us lus writton word-
but lie lias given LIs thc public ordinmuces of'
bis sanctu.ar3'

It is a possible thing that tlîat IIoly Book,
lilled thoughi it is, witli-the treasures of' divine
wvisdoin, 1111Dght by rnany be allowoed to rcomain
iuuopeuied and unread, and as it could nlot lift
uîp a voice to Warn thein, tliat tliey were ne-
glcling thecir best inuterests, so thocy should, re-
inain in a state or' spiritual apatliy, oven wvlîile
tlîey biad bcsido tîmeni tlîis precious reiinein-
br:unccr of God and Eternity.

To provent thion so.dangrerous a state as this
-to, supply the def'ect wvhich arose froîn the
silence or' the Writteu word, seing tliat unless
iL was consultedl, it gave no wvarning or conso-
lation, the Lord lias set apart bis iiiinisters,
and bath coînmanded tlîern to publislh alotid thme
trutlîs of lus salvation. 1-le bas appointoil tbein
Sabbatli after Sabbatli; to lay opoen tho wvhole
counsel. of bis wvi1l, and to porscvore ioui
gfood rep7ort and bad 2eport, ini publishing the
gloriouis gospel. The institution of this Min-
istry is anothoer blessing therefore, which, the
Lord bias bestowod upon the people of Our
land. Lt is suclu a blessing as is second only
to the (rift of' bis writton word-for by this in-
stitution wvc have the truths of God, which
possess in therasolves, an excellent glory and
power plainly doclared, « line upon Une and
1p-cccpt uoOprcccp'tllat s0 they may enter
into our cars and sink into our hearts arnd influ-
once our affections.

Thie ins-titution of' the ministry of' the gos-
pel by the agoncy of man, possessing likoc syzn-
pathies withi tbicir bretiron, is most cortainly a
blessing wvlicli cannot be too hîghly prized or
too grateftilly ackinowlodged. That wve niay
cstimnatc tluo groatnoss of the privilege of pos-
sessing the faitlifut ministration of the gospel,
iL would bc necessary for us to, look into, those
y ogions in wvbicli no such institution is ]knoivn,
and wbcen in snch lands wve sec the dark-nesa
deep as that %whiclh sottled ovor the land of
E gypt, and univorsal aus tbat wvlich enshirouds

- the valley of the shadow of death-%ve shial
bo in a condition to appreciate the value of' the
privilge,--a privilegre to wvhichi wc hiad no bot-
ter dlaii than the nations ivho do not possoss
it,.-and which thereforo is to be ascribed to
the ulideseCrvod Mercy of' God.

Sav thon, zny friends, ye wlho have long sat
in God's sanctuary and had your souls re-
froshed by drinking of the wvaters of hife, if' it
is not. even so that the Lord lias acted towards
you the part of a shepluerd wvho causes lus

611001) to lie ilotiî Li in C, )U15!U?*Cs ttr ad !ec<kz;
Itemli by hic stil i mýicris."

But 1 remlarkt in Ille Iirdii Plaîce, tlait Cotl
lias gono on to mnzgnify his (,race to us by giv-
ingr us anothier ordinanco f'or our spiritual edifi-
cation. Lt is a possible thing, thiat tliose %vbo
%v'ere appointedl to ininster tho gospel, might,
fail to speCal Of it in ai itS riChnessl 011dl futlIeS1.

Imn speech is an iimpleribct niediumi to
convey adequate impressions of' spiritual tluings,
and in particular of thie %vorli of' zan'ti rcdezup-
tion by the deatil of Christ upon tbe cross.

The importance of thîis doctrine inigbt have
beon shaded away-its rcality and truth inigbit
not bave beeui always attended to, if aninounced
siniply i thme forni of an oral tostimnony.

It iniight bc also thuat ,ilthuongu wo evad the
glorious tidings of God's incecy prockimed to,
us, througlîi tho sufferinIgs of' Christ, wec niigbt
siot upprol)ricite the oflbr of tbat nurcy,-and
miibt give only a caress assent, to thie Words
of Christ's ministors telling us that lie liad
mnade a Derfect satisfaction to thme justice of'
God ont our belial, as if' tlîey spake of' a trutlî
wbiclî concerncd nankind gencrally, but wbicli
reforred sot to us as individuals.

Thue Lord lias accordingly ai)pointed palpa-
ble syzubols to represenit the brok-en body and
theo loodl of Christ, so tliat the wondrous truth
that. the body of' Jo5115 tho Son of Goa, was
broken on the cross by lte nails whiclî picrced
luis lîands and his féct-and by tlîe spear wvlicli
wvas thrust into bis side, and thiat luis blood
was shed, and lie dicd a sacrifice on the cross
in thoe rooni of sinners. And lie lias appointcd
niso, thiat those symbois sliould be takzen by us
into our hands-and ho lias appointed us to cat
the syrnbolic bread, and to drink the, symbolie
wvine, so that %vc miglit nppropriate to ourîselves
49 li Saviour of lite IVor" as our Saviour
-that WCe nighut spirituauly food lipon luini, and
60 have peace in believing-,, oven thiat pceacc
iclticilte tcorld cannol give and canmot lukzc
azcay.

And in addition to tilese outward ordinances
iv1ich Gxod bas given us, hoe lias l)rovidcd tfie

Iloly Spirit Whîo bias talien upon hinsoîf tlie
great work of quiclicing his people, and mak-
ingr these ordinaruces effectuaI to tlheir deliver-
ance froni sin and progress in loiness-so that
wluether it is luis wvord which is meail in their
closets--or the word prcacbed in tbo sanctuary
-or the mniorials of ChrisC's broken body
and slied blood wluiclî are set forth at bis table,
the spirit of ail grace is prescrnt witl thora, b,
render therni eflicacious for tlmeir edification zud


