
TFE PRACTICAL BEE-KEEPER.

thttt in nîanv localities bee-keepingas a
specialty is doomed." Letter after letter
cornes t<me saying "I hare 11o fauUt to
find wviTthle REVIEBw, but three years
wvitiî nlo honey crop arc more than 1 tan
stand, and I arn gloiîg out oî the
busines." Somo mention four anmd
even five failures in succession. The
trouble is drouth andla iack of blossoîns.
I ar n ot a croakor, ai-d I also know
that as a î'ule, the., best titne to buy is
whien ei'erybodv cisc is 3elling; that the
time to ernbark in a business is wiwn.
others are abandoiiin- it. but not so if
the naturai conditions are ýagaiinst the
.usî ness. T ho mo are probably lotal it ivs,

whiero bee-keeping as a specialty wvill
always be a success. In ioutitainous
riozîs where the. forests cannot ho

.cieared awa ' ncr the po.sics plowed Up:
in Floida wlîere tiiere are orange
groves and tiîere is no inducernent to
clit dowvu the saiv-palrnetto or thvmani-
grov'4 gr(Jwing with timeir roots in the
tide-water; or those !ocalities whiere the
alfalfa sends its roots so deep into tie
earth that it eau sinile at dry weatiîer;
iri these fatvored spots, and hii the niewer
portions of the couittry, boe-keeping as
a specialty can be fuilowed wvith evoryv
hope of abui.dant success; but in those
lucatities where the forests have beemi
cut away, and the swainps drained, arnd
fields of corn, wvheat, rve, o;Cs, potatoes
and grass stretch away mile af ter mile
it is foiiy to attempt rnaking a living >
the keeping cf bees. To attempt Lo
make a poor lioney ioeiiy a desirabie
one by planting fa honey isstilig-reatcr
folly. If the conditions are sticli that it
wiii pay to raise honcy producing crops
for the crop alone, such crops wvill be
raised-otherw ' se not. Whore three,
fouir and five, years of failure corne in
succession, it Ns foothiardy for mnen to
cling to bee-keeping atone hoping that
' next :% car wvilt be a, bettor one." la
faet, unless the purse i-, a lon- one,
necebsity will compel the adoption of
some other business. If one lias kept

bes so long that ho wvculd féel lost
wvitlîout theni, and I arn one of that class.
hoe can takoe up Rome otller Vocation ïas
bis main business, letting the bees
become a side-iswue. It is astonishiug to
set- wvith how littie care an apiary can
now be managed. It may be almost
reduced to tlis ; sott;ng tho bees outof
the cellar, putting oit the supers, hiving
the swarms, taking off the honov and
put.ing the bees in the cellar. Pos>ibly
the swarmiîîg may yet be donc away
withi.

To sum the matter up in a few words,
beo-keeping iii the early das 'vas a
side-issue, thexi it bec4une a specialty
and wvill remain suth iii favorable
localitieb, but over a large portion of
the country it will againi bec:ome a side-
issue ; but improved hives, implements
and methods wisl makze of it a more
d,ýsirable and profitable avocation than
it was in days gone by.

Notes from Florida.
C. D. DUVALL,

Ytàu sec Mr. Editor my niotes cannot
corne f roin -Liiiden Apiary " this tinte as
I wiil bo loc:ated right here until April
lSth, when 1 wiIl return to Marylaind
again. While beekeeping hore is inanag-
od somewhat différent~ froin wvhat it is in
Canada, yet a few rernarks frorn hero
no doubt %vil1 be of iliterest to the read-
crs of the Bee-Keeper. At the present
trne we are feudin- to stimulate brood
rea ring so as to have bees readv for the
first honey flow, which cornes frorn
orange blossorns and usuaIly commences
from Feb. 2utli to March, lst. and lasts
about four or five weeks ; tlîe vield is
said to bo from 75 to ICO lbs. lier colony.
sometiimes more; but this year the severe
freez - has i njured th_-s trees to such an
extent, iL is uncertain yet linwv ruch
bloom thcy wilt hava from orange. In
cther sectionis, not in the oranga belt.
thev get a flow about the srime Urne
frorn what they cati Titi and Tuplar


