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fifty colonies of Great Britain ongaged iii
rv thet work of msissions te tIe hteathenî. Most

wcre dependeut on churchei ils thLe meitier-
land, andi oven seeiel. te rejoice in draw'îngr
as mucli aid frein abroad ais they could.
L'be body to wlii-.h lie bonetoc, was un1e
of ilio smallest of our colonial cisurches,
nulnabering only about thi rty cungregrations.
willi a litile over 5,00O isserubers. Witi1
the exceptien of tise Storavians, ne chuscis
rlu Sililfl lias in umodern tiixnes undertalien ale mission to the beathen. Basides, tueo cois-

us regatio:is of whicla it was coîuposed, %Vere
d mcstly in rural districts, nsone of them

wealthy, and si)Me of themn feeble sud strug-
,lin,. At that time farîners could scarcely
Ci et any mouley for' thieir produce. Minis-
ters' salaries wcro snsall. and irregulariy paid.
4 Most cf the miniEters considered themselves
nîssiouaries at home, aud the churcli lad
Dot men to supply the fields around.

Tho idesa cf a churcis in sucli circu ai-
statices, undertaking a mission to the liea-
then, seeused te' uany utterly chimericai,
aud even Mr. G3.'s personai friends -%ere lu-
credlulous. Aýut lio had adopted thse ides

h ata l and poor as suie was, slie mighit
sand ought te do se, and hoe cousnenced to
a'stsàte for f.hat objeet. To bring tie churcli
u* p te suchi a viewv, required ne snsall ameunit
Jf failli and patience, as weil as J)ersevering
labour. It would be iliteresting te trace
hES course, how hoe talked with 1his brethren
in ise iniuristry, lsew ho srgued in Presby-
korY, iuw lie pieaded il tiseir people1, how

f lie ognedtLecir congre galions for the
work, now lie appeaied te tise curcli at
hîgo ib trou-gl the press, how ho(- fouglis the
Who1C lo matter eut in Svned. Il was rather
a fiard battie, but ho succeeded. At the
Meeting et' Syucd lu ,Juue, 1844, it was re-
quived tu appoint a Board cf Foreign Mis-
Sius, aud, se sîiecessful iwas it in drawing"
0ct.i tue sympatiîy aud liberality cf tihe
cburch, thLL in tise following year. tise Sy-
110d authoriLodl tise Board te select a field
and te negtotiate wita candidates. The op-
PoùS1tion, lsowever, was by ne mneans ever.
Thlere was ne objection te mission1s t.o the
Leatheia, theý ditliculty was as te se snmsll a,
dchd misdetaking snicb a responsibility.
For tise lresbvterianl Churci of -No-va Scetia,
'rith hier ilncnsbership at tîsat time, te sup-
IOrt unfe aissienarv, wvas more in proper-
ILien teO iusers, uot te sJ)esk cf wcalt.i,
lul5 for ille Presbyterisîs Church ini Canada

to support twenity, and to support two,
w'%hiclî sho proposedl to do, was more thftn for
ilie latter te support forty. We need not
woiitier that the i'esolution passed by oniy
cone otf a imajority.

Lokiný, back now, Nve Seo two things:
first, how all the fears in regard to the
conitinuiance of support wcre disappoAnt-
0(1 ; and, secondly, that neyer was the
churclo at homne so hlesscd, neyer did every
homne sclhense so presper, as whien slîe eatu-
c3tlV nay s in sending the bread of life
t'O the perishing abroad. Mýr. Geddie did
inîrnensely more good to the church by
going' te the( Southi Seas, than eyer hie could
baye doue as the I)astor of a ýsingle congre-
gaien at homeý.

Ilere, too, we n1s11t notice -%hlat ive re-
grd as perlîaps the most important service
rendered by binai to the church of Christ,
that is in ivorking up the idlea that every
Colonial churebnigh and s] îonid engagea
in the wo'ek of miis:ions te lthe heathen. Till
this tiiue such a thing hftd scavcely been
thought of' in any, colony. 'hrehad
been, in a few instances, contributions sent
to othber secieties for nsn to tho lies-
then ;and at, th-. saine tiitue tint 'r .was
sgitatîng tise siu1ject in tise 1'e'sbvterian
Church of Nova Scotia, the Baptist body iu
tlic Maritiime Provinces wss taking up the
que.stion, and a, few months befere Mr. G.
sailed, sont out thi. IRev. .3r. Burpe to la-
bour in cennection -%iîih the American Bap-
tist Mission in Buriai. But to Mr. 3.be-
longs the credit of first -working UI) a small
Colonial churcli, to the i-lea of undertaking
ail tihe responsibility of a mission of lier own.
And it was directiy frem the favour cf God
te ]lis mission, tisat the Ilamo of missionary
zeal spread to the other thureies of Canada
and Australia, and they were led to engage
in the ivork. Iu faet, we held that ho did a
wvork foir tise gr'eat Colonial empire, sirnilar
to that wlsich Carey did for the churches in
England, and Mil1s and his fellow-students
idid for those of' Arnerica. Consideî'iug the
state of tie colonies at the tinse, it ûqually
inauifested that fait.h wbîch moves insouu-
tainis, and considering- tise inicreasting, weaith
sud power of these rising conmunities, tho
work was inext, in importance to that of tiiose
honouret] men.

Au account of his labours in Isle Mission
field is reserved for another article.
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