
his rendlr %vitli iiiuchi astrouioiiical lc-arniing, apf igit very i11!-
perfectly and obscurely, in oui' opinion to the explaiîation of' cuI-
tain catastrophes, the formation of the atmosphere, changes of'elini-
rite, &c. l'le remiainder of the work, will well rcpay a pcrtiszl.
The amiable ani enthusiastic Faujas St. Fond, wrote his elcentet
of geology by comnmand of the Emiperor Napolcon, grcatly
against bis inclination.-He was, in consequence, dissatisficd witth
his performance, and only struck off fifty copies. Much of it is
sloveîily and crude, but his disquisitions on tlic animal reiai.s
forînd in the younger series of rocks, (Moea-stricht, lParis, & c.) anmi in
clay and'gravel are very valuable. l'he chapters on granite aid(
volcanic productions are written ivith considerable care. he IZn.
mani or Neapolitan Abbe Breislac bas produced a work of' sterling
menit, translated into, French, and comprised in tlîrce volumes. As
niight have been expected from an Italian, he lias devoted a great
part of bis attention to the exaînination of volcanoes, tixeir nieris,
and their connexion with basaltic and trachitic rocks. Ilis plates
are excellent.

These arethe principal "1,systems" to be studied. The essis.
in particular departmnents, as conglomnerates, coal formation, basaIt,
alluvia, &c. of Kidd, Kirwan and Greenhough may be consulted
witb great advantage, in addition to the works named in a previotis
page. The transactions of the Ecole des Mines, and the Annales de.;
Musée of Paris, of the Geological Society ofLondon, Weraeriau Socie-
ty of Edinburgfi, are to be frequently exarnined, together with scien-
tiflc Journals of Silliman, Brewster and Jamieson. Tlxey are trea-
suries of geological knowledge. The travels of Saussure (Alps,)
Spallarizani (Sicily and Lipari,) Von Buch (Norway and Tenerifi,)
Ramond and Charpentier, (Pyrenees,) Beudant, (H-ungary,) De
Luc, (England, &c.) Macculloch and Faujas St. Fond, (Scotiand,)
are niodeis of description and. reasoning. The wvork enti.
tied "1Geological outiines of Engiand," lateiy published by Coney-
beare and Phillips, is conspîcuous for its dlean, thougli minute, de-
tails, and its enlightened views. The labors of Humboldt have heeuî
coacentrated in bis recent digest of universal geology-a perfor-
mance fuit rÂ'original matten, and acute observations which ouglît
to be in the iîaads of every student. Brongniart a Panisian Profes-
sor, puts forth eveny few monthîs very valuable, and sometimes vol.
uminous, tracts on various classes of rocks, as ophiolites, on the tra.-
chitic rocks, nearly allied to, the productions of volcaaoes-on sait
and fresh water formations describiuîg at the samne tinie thein nunwr-
'Ous organec contents.

For an intimate acquaintance with organic remains reading is less
irequired than a personal familiarity with the things theniselves,
-but it presupposes a knowiedge of coachology, and botany.-Tlie
three most necessary books are Parkinson's "cTreatise on orgaxie
remains" in tlîree quarto volumes, and amply illustratcd by en)grat-
vings. (It is in the Montreal Library) Sowerby's Minerai Conclha.

986


