414 The Uross.

r

(From The Register.)

pletely waken aback by the fali und the rapid
TRICMPH OF RELIGION IN SPAIN. flight of Espartero. ‘They could not understand

F the mmarter.  Their calculations upon political
LIGHT OF ESPARTERO—ITS PROBABLE CONSE- 3 .

UENCES -; expediency are alimost always made without

QUENCES i | reference 10 religion. They uniformly suppose

We were fully prepared for this a!mon:)_ce- that resulations affecting the latier should yield

ment. ltdid not full upon our exrs 2s amything | 1o the former. Spain has undeceived them. It

unexpected or extraordinary.  The retribution | hag just added another lesson to those which

ue to crime and to impiety, however slow, will

have its day of justice and trinmph. In vain,
‘for all human putposes, will guilly man raise
"hig hand against the temple of the Almighty.—
"The hand will wither, and the recreant smitten
€0 the cure, will stand abashed, paralysed, awes
siricken.  Su it was with Espartero. The cours
age by which he secured his elevation deserted
him it his need ; he knew not where to turn for
-succour. He has drained the cup of bitterness
-and disappointment even to thedregs  Anout-
cast and a wanderer on foreign shores, Spain
“will not afford 2 Toed of land to him who so
sproudly ruled her destinies.  The sacrilegious
~dispoiler of the Church has Sed—the heartless
-tyrant tmt rove thousands of defenceless men
apnd women out upon a world that they - had re-
signed, 2nd Tn which they knew not how tolive,
Fas'vanished from the scene of his cruelty.—
The ally of Enghnd, the agent of the stock-
Jobbers has deparied. Like another Catalire,
bRt excessit, cvasit, erupit; and the execrations
of millions will give him wings {0 accelerate
his flight.

Twe years ago Espartero was at the summit
-of his power. His elevation wmade him giddy.—
“Things sacred and profane were io him mere
zools in the organization of his government.—
He trampled upon both whenever it suited his
gurposes,—whenever his friends the stock-job-
Ders required it.  He was hailed-hy the majori-
Qy of the Spasish people as their deliverer.  He
amistook the cry for-liberty as synonimous swith
~one for the prostration-of refigion. The tem-
‘yies aud the sanctuaries of God became the ob-
_jects of his cupidity. But the veil which dis-

guised the unsighdy features of the Prophet kas
Seen rudelyuplified ; aud theoe hestapds nak-
. -ed, defenceless, overwhelmed. ’
"The English jovsnale appearcd o be com=

ireland has been teaching her oppressors for
centuries. Cathelic Spain whase warchword
was = war even to the knife,” when a still more
powerful despot endeavoured to change her
dynasty, has nobly vindicated her ancient glory
antd chivalry, and proved that she can also re-
sentan insult and an ouirage offered toreligion.

As long as the dirturhances which bave agi-
<ated the Peninsula during the last twelve vears,
were confined 10 matters purely political, the
<commnon father of the faithful, the venerable and
amiable Pope Gregory XVL did nat interiere
with Spanish affairs beyond the merse expres-
sion of his wish, his sincere prayer, for their
happy termination. YWhen, however, the rapa-
city, the shameless cupidity of the Regent led
himn to piliage the icmples, 1o desecrate their
Loly place, and 1o consign those Lands of unof-
fending, innocent creatures to beggary and star-
vation ; urged by the magnitude of the danger
which ihreatened the Church in Spair, the Ho-
1y Father did at length interfere.  \With tears
in his eyes and care weighing on his heart, he |
besought, he conceded, he cxpostulated, he
threatened—hut on, on went the work of spoli-
ation. T ie imterference of tiie Pope was un-
heeded. The siock-jobbers and the Anglican
fricnds of Espariero should get the pound of
flesh—religion was laughed ei—indifferenceand
infideiity appeared o gain the victory. But
that it was a shori-lived triumph, the Dake of
Fidory can uow icll to his cost

Not very long since, as our readers will res
member, an indulgence upon certain counditions
was zranicd by the Pope to tusse whao, duly
qualified 1o receive it, would offer up their
pravers for the desolate Chaurch of Spain; for
the revival of religion in that unfortunate land,
pressed down aud troddn under foot by tr
manay the most mlc:lﬁcsi * At the time the



