
(399)

0 Motier of auir Saviour! how cati we \vortll from hmt if lie pardons, it is tlic liumble and ron-
praise your hecart, if voln do0 fot vouchsafe 10 open' trite hcart ;if ho sqpealçs to lis, it is t0 Our hearîs his
to us yoursolf tbis saîctuary of every virtue, this' %ords are addroedcc Lorqîuar awI cor Cjuis. oseo ii.
living temple of the Holy Spirit, that -we may' 14. In a word, for Pthvrwise it werc neccs'ary tu
contemplate the richcs i contains, an d that, in-i cite tUic entirc Scriptiii'.,,, (Cd h lhi cyps always
parting tUic kriowkldge of thoen to tiiose who hrar' fixed on thi- ieart çf imi ; lie ol -~rv~es ail ils mnove-
lis, wc inay fil! themt with admiration, gratitude,! mntts ,lie f e stfrs in thme E atîrc man only
and love, for the most perfect, the most aflèc-. the heart Douu nus a(cm iinîillr cor. 1I Rings
tionato of ail hecarts acter that of Jesus. AV&~ -xvi. 7. And do flot w-e otirelvcs say, a mati is
Mlaria. grent, virtiuons, es;timable, and worthy Of love, only

ou aecoutit of the îjmmaliies of his hecart ? Is it flot
the lieart of lieroes and of saints lmat %ve praise ?

FIRST POINT. And %vill any one now asic, w hy wc vencrate the
Permit me, in the commencement, te maire a licart of Mnry ? Have wve reliected on the excel-

supposition. Did we posscss any vcncrable relie, lence of this lîcart: the more tîman humait, more
of the Nother of God ; if lier hecart, or soir.e portion~ tlîan an-elie perfections wvith which it is adorned ?
of ha-r virgi nal body, in wvli wvas eonceived the- 0 mfly Gxnod! whiel you created Our first parent in
incarnate Word, liad rcîniained on cartli, and that ori.-inal jtvitire and rectittude, yoti belicld with com-
the sacred deposit wvas in our possession, whiat uise placency lus innocent nnd pure heart ;' yon loved it
would wve rnake of it? Yon hasten to rcply : as the inost beatutiftil %voric of your iîands; you îm-
We would place it on the altar, and, not content' prcssed it %vith Uie s.'al of ymur divine image ; yott
with 1,avisiîing uponi it ail the honours the CathOlice estabuishied betwen yoluri;olf and it a correspon-
Chiircli rendors to tic mortal reinains of time saints dence, an intimate union ofseuitimenit, of aflèctions,
ive would add others still greater and more extraor- and of will. But soen, a! -i,! sin severed ibis happy
dinary, on accounit of the singular dignity of the union, yoiir image was disfigurcd, the degraded
Queccn of Ane.c1s : in a word Uic hieart of Mary- hecart of inai rcceîved the odions intprcss of your
tinougi insensible and inanimate, %vould bc in otur cnemny, -and aiter lias in- been the admiration of the
opinion the xnost precious of treastires. Bchioldl angels, it wvas nosv become a lîideouis object of aver-
what our religion svould inspire us witli, had this. sion aîîd Ilorror. So greatt iiu evii reuîinend flot,
heart beeti foiind in the toinli! And because it is howcever, Nvitliout a remedy, îlmanks to the infinite
living, and glorious inheaven, whriuiimately acc f the Lord. Yet the contagion extended to
lunitcd to God, it burus -witli the purest flames of the postcrity oftîie c iprit :ail, accordîng to the ex-
divine love, w%%here it melts with tender compassion pression of St. Paul, wvas envelolied in sin ; (Rom.
for Our misermcs, and is cager ho share \,itll tis the ni. 9 :) and dtiririz fouir thonsaîîd years the eye of
haâppiness it enjoys, are WeS less obliged to honour God did not dise1oVer, in ail the litiman race, a single
il? and what strengîhens ils dlaims to our venera- heart wvhiclî -%as not taintedl sith tlîis fatal conta-
tion, shalh it 01nly induce us 10 refuse it ? Ah! let gion, this friglititil leprosy. Hlence the dis-ust aîîd
us >ay aside these vain subtieties, on -which 1 cold indignation whieh mnade him once exciaim thar lie
neyer tinderstand how sensible, well infornied met) repented for having made man, because al the
could dweil for a single instant. If there be any inclinations of bis heart were toivards evil. (Gen
onehere, wvho fears to tcstify too much respect an~d vi. 6.) lit fine, after se many ages, his divine re-
love for the hezirt of the purest of creattures, 1 beg gards repose on an abject worthy oi attracting tbem.
of him to consider how much God himseli bas loved A ehild of benedietion appears on this earth that
the heart of man. This great Gxod disdains flot o ivag so long accursed :preserved from, the univer-
uckrnoivledge that lie is captivated by this wcaki sal corruption, by a miracle of graco, a daughter
lîcart, that lie loves it even to jealousy, that he of Adam is coneeived in innocence, and born Wn
glories in, making it his conquest, and establishing sinctity. l'le Lord sees ail the beauty, ai tbei
his reigu within it. Listen ho bim at oîîe time purity of the flî-st design, on which lie formed Mani
coramanding with sovereigii autliority: IlThon revive inulher. Oh ! with what delight does lie
shalt love me with ail tlîy heart ;"1 Dmiges er tolo contemplate this beart, wlîich no stain disflgures,
corde hio. Deut. vi. 3. At another, descending to no germ of passion has corrupted, wvhich flot even
a toue of entreaty, he says: IlMy ciîild give me the sliglitest fault shalh ever tender less worthy of
thy heart -.' Prazbe fili imi, cor timrn milti. Plrov. his love! ibtis beart, whose every inclination is ho.
xxiii. 26. See how lie promises 10 show hirfsolf ly, every affection celestial ! ODr rallier, with what
withotit a veil ho the putre hert ; to set no bo-ar.ds complaoency does lie therein conteroplate himsèlf,
to his liberaliîy towards tbe -upriglit heart ; to ex- as ini a failliful uiirror, and discover bis image that
tend bis rnercy to the tender and compassionate was effaeed front the test of mnankiîid ! Do you
lîeart! If he is indignant against bis people. it is wish te knovr; my dear simters, in w'hat terms hoe
because unfaithful Israel lias turned away ils -hearti expresses bis tenderne53 for this cberished creature,


