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OUR RIGHTS TO FISR FOR SEALS.

liV 1I.JAl.II.N.

ht is a rie of International La1w, that is the laws Ilînt
one nation oheys iii regard to the righîts of otlier nations,
that the sca on the shiore of any counîtry belongs to
that country only to a distance of tlîre miles. Bceyond
duit aIl is public property. Counttries timat are near
have aîo more rcal riglit tItan coutitries duit are distant.
Ai have an equal riglît to sail iii the sea and to fishi
iii il.

If you fid your atlas and turn i) tilt malp of North
Anierica, you %vill find away up iii the left liaut top cor-
lier Behring Sea. This seu at omie tinie belonged to
Pkussia. %Vhien Russia sold Alaska 10 the United States
tlîe sea wei.t with it. Now it is iii tle territory of the
Unîited States.

'l'le sea is a vcry valuable oule on account af the
enorinous quantities of scals thrat frequent it, and iviiie
ail nations must regard the International Law that re-
serves for thc Unîited States the ncessary nionopoly of
tîxe thrce mîile linîit to fisli for seals, wc, ailloli" others,
have beeui scnding our boats tû the sea to get our slîare
of the fislîing".

However, one day one of aur boats, cullcd the "Say-
wamd," %vis fislîing iii the waters wherc alyone nîiglît fisît,
and, to the surprise of the captaimi, a United Stes cutter
caille along and scizcd lus boat and ils catrgo of seals.
Of course the cutter would not have donc this if it had
flot tluouglit it was doing its duty. .And iii a seuîse it
was doing ils duty. It was muot t Mlaie, for the United
States lmad given it instructions, and a sailor, as wcIl as a
soldier, iîîust obcy orders.

It so happons that whucn tue sca bl:lnged to Russia, it
wvas as it wcre surrounidcd hy Russianl territory, which
would iiake ht belong muci mure 10 Russia than if t liad
been oîîly partially so surrounded. But whicn the sca bc-
camie the property of tic United States îlîis surrotinding
oI tcrritory wvas dividcd, inasniuclî as Alaska %ias Anîcri-
can, whilo the ailier shiore, Siheria, was not. W~lien the
sea bclonged to Russia, the Anlcrican peuple declined 10
admit tIme claini of Russia. ta the whîolc of the -en for itseli.
Now, wlîcn Ailiericans own it, tlîcv insiist that tlîc sen ail]
beloligs ta thici. TIhe ground tfhcy takec is dthat is a.1i
inlantl seai, a sort of lake, or guif, and dliat no one but an
Amiericai lis thecrefore îtîc righit to coule andi take the
.weals. «And so the cutter sCi7.ed our b>oat, tielSt: ad,
wlicn it was rtshiig away out as far as one litindred muiles
fromn tic shorc. Miencî Russia muade tit imii. vVcifl-I
tlioughi shc liad territomy on boit% sides, the ncricans
dcîicd the clainu. Nowv, wlien Ainerica, witli termitory
oîîl> on one side, tuîakcs the claini anîd we dcny it, sue
seizes our fisliiig huaIs and makes tio end of a fûss. Th'le
cdaim of Russia miever %vil recoginized, alîliougli ht 'vas
muore rcasonablc îlîan ilîat of the United States, and
the Anierican peuple wcre the StoîîtCit .ga.illst TUCOgIli7z-
ing il.

Great Ihritain, whîo stands by us as a parent ducs for
lier child, lias had a long official cormespondence witi the
Unitcd Staites on Ilie sub)jeet. Lord Salisburywho is the
F-orcign Sccrctary, dcinies tîmat the United States lîad in),
right Io scize thc «<'Sayird.' Mr. Ilainewlîo isForcignl

Secrcîary in Washington, holds that they, had. Lord
Sa1isburý, lias offcred to subiiî the whole question to arbi-
tration-that is, that the United States and Great Britain
sliould cach appoint soine mii, in whomn ail have confi-
dence, to talk thc inatter over, and decide what should be
donc-a ver), sensible plan. But Mr. Blaine lias refused
tu do tlîis.

'Meantinie, in tîxis suspense of negotiations-that is,
Miecn both parties are taking a breatlî to.tliink what they
%yill do n"tx-ouir Canladian Goveriinient, with the sanc-
tion of Great Britain, lias decidcd to test the case iii the
Suprenie Court of the United States. We dlaim restora-
tiomi of our vessel, on the grounid îlîat the seizure wvas
:mgatinst law-againist evemi American law. 'l'le "Sayward"
is now up iii Alaska. Theî Anerican Govcrnnîient was on
the point of procceding, t0 seI it. W'c have applied for an
injuuîction to jîrevent such sale by tlîem of property tlîat so
evidently does not belong to tlieni.

If the Suprmne Court of tlîe United States decides îlîat
the Anierican Goverîmîient, by its own laws, lîad no riglit
t0 seize our ship, tlîat will seutIe the wlîole dispute. If it
shiould decide tie otlier way, ttt woni't seutleit ataIli. %Ve
shahi still contend that ive have a right to fisli in Behring
Sea, except within the îlîrce miles limit, and i n this %vu
shall le suppottcd by Gernianyand otheT nations who h-nve
a sinîjflar riglît and interest with ourselves.
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Oh, teîîdcrly deepen the woodland glooruis,
And inerrily swaiy the beeclies;

Bircathc delicately the %villow bloorns,
And tic pilles rebearse new speeches;

TIhîe chins toss higli, till thîey brush tlîe sky,
Ple catkins tic yellow bircli laulîches,-

But the tree 1 love, aIl] the -,reenwood above,
Is the niaple of sunny branches.

Lat who will sing of thc hawthorni in spring,
Or the late-le.ived lin den in summer;

*rlherc's a word uîay bc for the loctist-trec,
That delicate, sxrangc ncw-comer;

But the maille, it glows with tic tint of the rose.
Whicn pale arc the spring-tinie regions,

And ils towers of flanie froni afar proclaini
The advancc of winter's legions.

A~nd a greenier sha-de tîcre iever wats niade
*'hîan ils suinnier caîîopy sifted;

ând iany a day, as henleaîh it 1 lay,
Mis nmy îîeniory backward drifîcd

To a pleasant lane 1 nîay walk flot again,
IRading over a frcslî green bill,

ffhcrc a maplle stood, just clear of the wood-
And oh, to bc near il still !
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