
Theo Londoil Conferonoo.
Tire third congress ot the eliainl,rq ot

Comnerceof the Empire upened a1 t Loîî.lçuîî
England, on .June, 8, in tire hall ot thre coin-
panry et grocers, Princoss street. 'Tho Cari-
adian delegattcs proýout iiielutdoStr Mackeîîizio
]3owell and Sir Santerd Fleming. Atter the
receptien tire majority of the delee2ates visited
tho London antI India dock's by invitation et
tire London au<l India dock's joint coînittee
and enjoyed liiochieoit on .>uard the steairship
Calodonia, vhoeo they were the guosts ot the
Peninsuh5r and Oriental Steam and Naviga-
tion cornpany. Some ot tho delegates visitud
the Fast London, Trados Industries and Art
exhibitions and the general exhibition ot tho
work et the students in the Polyterlhnic and
Tochuical institute, at the 1eele't3 Palace
aîtd ether lîka places of isiterest.

Tho fit-st busiiies session ot thoe congt-es
opened 'l'esday met-ning, whon the niombers
were welcomod Ly Joseph Chamberlain.
socretary ot statu for the colonies, and hon-
orary pre'ident ef thre cengress. ire con-
gress continued under tire presidency et Sir
Albert Ki. Ibullit, presidont (it the London
chamber ot comnmet-ce, and there %vas a
reception at tho Mansion Ileuse by the lord
niayor and lady niayoress, at 9 o'clock the
samne evenling.

Mr. Chamborlain m as enthusiastically
chepred as lie oflicially welcomed the
dolegates. Among ether things ho said was
that he reoiced at every fresh indication et
the essential unity et the empire, upon which
was foundcd aIl their hoifes. The omens
woe nover more favorable, and ho trusted the
deliberations ivould resuit in an advance te-
wards the goal, te which ail] patriotîc, aspira-
tions tended. Continuing. Mr. Chamberlain
remarked: " The existence et this congres
is evidence wo bave te a great extent an-
nihilated space, and a further knowledge
must tend te, complote tho agreement betwoen
the colonies and the mother country. The
samie note for closer union rings in aIl the
resolutions; but, aIl proposais are dwarted
inte insignificanco in coînpnrison with t!io
proposaIs te scure the commercial union et
the empire. Such commercial union will
necossitate a council et the empire, te whi(ta
sbeuld ho committed ail questions et comn-
mnercial ]aw in which tho wholo empire is
interested.

But, this is net aIl. The imperial detonces
will aise coe wîthin the deliheratiens et
this council et the empire. This question ie
the root et the problein with which wu have
to deal. Se far, however. thero has been a
dead-lock. The proposaI et British free
traders has beon rejected by the colonies and
the propesal et colonial protectienists has
been rejected, by Great Bt-i tain. Conseo,dently
wu mnust find a third course and in gtve and
tako on both sides will bo teund tet-ins for
such proposal." Mr. Chamnberlaina thon
dwelt upon the resolution et tire Toronto
board et trade, which was as follows:-

- Wherens, in vioew et reont ovents and
the attitude et other nations towards Great
Britain and et the tact there exists within the
Birtish Etmpire reseut-ces in mon and mater-
iaIs and arable land for itsevery requirement,
and ivhereas, wvhile the trade legislatiun (if
other nations is tramed te subserve their
local interests, ail British trade and ether
legisiation slîould aim te secure, within the
empire a union ut iriterests ut federal charac-
ter, and a policy for each B3ritishî community
designed te meain within tire empire subjects
whfso laber would otheruiso go tu tureign
lands, and whcreas Canada lias alroady
fermed a basis dloser relations with tho
methercountry arud uther colonies by build-
ing a highw.%ay acros British Amnerica, by
creating steamship connectien botwoen V'au-
couver, liong Kung, Now Zealand, and Aus-
tralia, and gxvieg a large subsidy fer a tast
,Atlanitioh steainship service, as woil as the

ostablislîed î,recelent et contederation tut-
B3ritish unity ; and wlies dloser comime-
oral relations botwveeià the inetlier cuunt-y .1
lier coloes and dopetîdoucios, iVill ho bai- j
teuied by further iibsidzing test steamslîip
ser vice., aîîd cempi. tizîg postal, wiroandcablej
communication with tire diffeont portions ot'
the empire, tlios making sucli routes for,
commerce, food supply, munitions et war,'
tastest and mest seure tromn attack. Re-
solved,1 that iii tho opinion et tliis congress
tire advantages te bc obtaiiied by closer union
betwecn the varions portions ut tire Britishî
empire are su groat as te justity an arrange-
ment as nearly as possible et tho nature ot
zolîverein, basod upen the principles et
tt-eest exclîangeofe commoditie within the
empire, censi,,tent with tariff requit-ements
incident te the maintenance et local govern-
mont in ecd kingion, dominion. provinceer
colony ie"w toriug part ut tho B3ritish la.n-
ily et nations.''

Coînmenting en tire abovo resolution, Mr.
Chambherlain said its adoption woîîîd cstablish
îmmediatoly and pt-actîcally fro trade
throughout the empire, while leaving the
contractîng parties free tu make tlîeir own
arrangements in regard, te duties on foreiga
geels, except tho essontial condition et the
proposai was that Great Britain would
consent tu moderato duties en certain articles
largcly produced in the colonies. In tho
opinion et Mr. Chiamberlain. if this proposaI
was backed by any considerablo support, it
wvould net ho met ivitl a blank retusai upon
the part et Great Britain. The honorai-y
presîdgint aIse touclîcd upon the resolutions
adopted by otlier chambers et commerce
inclîîdîng that et Mon treal, which read:

"Wlîrens, tho British empire, covering
one-oighth et thoc inhabitable globe, wvith a
population et 850,00M,000 eau ampi>' supply
the homo market with productions of every
climate, at tho lowest cost, and, whet-eas, a
national sentiment et mutual interest and
brothet-lîod sheuld promote more extondod
commercial relations betwetin tire mother
country and its many coloniLal possessions.
ltesolved, in order toe xtend exehange aîid
consomption et home staple products ef every
part et the Blritish empire, a preterential duty
should ho adopted by theoimpenial and colonial
governiments in fayot- et homo productions
against imperted foreign articles."

The Edinburgh Cliamber et Commeîrce
moved tlîat in the opinion et this congress it
is the duty et the gevernmont te take îm-
mediate stops for the attainment o! dloser
pelitical, aîîd commercial union between the
mother country and the colonies.

The varieus resolutiens will bo takeon up
during tho course ot the session Tuesday,
WcIdnesday, Thursday and Fniday, which
will ho the lest sîtting et the congress.

Nearly every chamber et commerce et any
imîportance throughout the Blritish empi-e is
represented by a delegation, and those net
able te do se endorsed tho meverient eue way
or another, lfoekin.- to the establishment et a
consultative imperial counicil te pas upon
mattors connected with the tradeofe the
cmpire as ivell as its detenco.

At the second day's session A. Sidney,
A ustralia Delegate proposed, in view ot comr-
bin;ng the Teronto board et trado, resolution
and tire atnendmnent et Sir Donald Smith,
recommcîîdiug that stops be taken hy the
goverument tu secure iz.terchange et opinions
oni the subject botwceu Great Bi-itain and
ether goverroments et the empire, that, in-
stead ut a zulîvereirn there, should ho an ar-
rangement based on tire principle, et the
treest exchaneofe commodities within the
empire, consistent with tariff requirement.q
incident te local government. Another
Austraîban 2aid theire were insurmountable
difficultios in the way ut tho proposais et Mr.
Jos. Chamberlain, secretary of statu for
colonies.

WVith a viow te reachillg an agreemenît,
Sir Aridro%% Kayo Rollitt introduced a
resolntion, which was unanimously carnied
with acclamation, to the offect Vhnt tire es
tablishrment ot closŽr commeial relation,;~
botween Great Britain and the colonies waga
subject w.hich demanded prompt and caret iii
consideration; and that an iinpcrial confer-
once should bc callcd, represonting ail inter-
esta involved, in order te devise wvays tu brizig
about this objeet.

Ail other motions oni thiq subjeet wot-Q
withdrawn. and thre congress began discussing
the motion ot the Birminghamn chamiber ut
commerce, which was as fol lows

"That as a fit-st stop, towards imperial
fedoration, it is desirable that a consultaWo
imperial counicil shotîid bo fiîrned, whoýo
memboi-s. for tho tinme beîîîg, should ho re-i-
dent in Fugland. The cocil qhould 4~
called togetiier in case; wvher trio iflteieststtf
tho colonies repre2iented werc, affected in
mnatters of trade, finance or imrerial dorence.
That thig cuuncil should consist ci mombeNi
elccted by oecry self-governing colony iii
some adequato and relative proportion te its
clectorato and its functions should bu pur( ly
consultative. Crown colonies should aise We
ropresented on this counci'."

Several resolu tiens on -:-ao samoe subject
were moved by other boar(:3, also resolutioîs
in favor of codificati-a of the commercial 1a%ý s
ot the empire; unitorm copyright and billgot
exchan e; arbitration et international dis-
putes; decimal systom etf currency, weighits,
measures, etc. Tho Winnipeg board of trade
resolutien was aise presented, in favor et di-
recting British emigratien into the colonies.

The silver market lias been excited te re-
newod speculative activity by tho success et
the troci silver coinago, advocates withîn oe
ot the national political organizations in the
UJnited States. This has resulted in not a
little speculativo buying both et bar silver
and et silver deposit certificates. Trading in
the latter, which has beau non-existent for
many nionths, has been resumed oni the stock
exchange. The London market for silver
and silver securities at fit-st hung back, but
finally responded tothe advance hure. Silver
price on June 5 were: London, 812 te Slgd:
New York, 69f te 68ïc.
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