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THE BUSINESS SIFUATION.

WINNIPEG, Saturday, July 4, 1896.
Thero tas not beea any material improve-
ment in business sinco olections, and the
goneral report of local houses is that trade
is dull. Ther: isalso a growing disposition
to talk about money striogenoy of late. It
was expected that there would be a brisk
grain movement about this time, to relieve
tho monotary situation, but the low prices
ruling for wheat and other agricultural pro-
ducts is & very depressing featurs, ‘The
weather has continued fovorabie for the crops,
aud the outlook in this respect is very good.
Bauk clearings at Winunipeg this week show
a decrease of 8.2 per cent as compared wi.h
tho correspoading week of 1895, but the large
increass of abont83 per ceni over the like week
0f 1894. All Canadian citiesshowa beavy de-
crease in bank clearing this week, raungiug
from 25 1 80 per cent. Winnipeg therefore
shows a much smealler decreass than auy
other place. The corresponding week last
yeer, howover, iucluded the 4th of the
month, which would make a big difference.
The tolal number of business failures in
the D.ominion of Canada for six months
ended Ju-e 80, as reported by Bradstreets is
1,181 for 1896, compared with 934 in 1895. an
jncrcase of nearly 27 per cent. Business
failures wero more numerous in the past six
months than in the like portion of 1833, in
each of the provinces except Manitoba and
British Colurabia. Totalliabilities this year,
$8,234,000. against $4,629,000 last year, a
gain of 24 per cent. Aggregate liabilities
were smaller this year then lasc in Oatario,
Now Bruuswick, Prince Edward Island and
Northwee Territory. Only eight failures
for six v aths are reportod from Newfound-
lend, compared with 88 in 1895, Total
liabilities there wero $114.000 in the firsy half
of 1895 and aro only $25,766 this year,
Busincss failures 1n the United States for
six months number 7,602, the largest six
months’ total since records have been com-
piled. Theivcreass, compared with 1895 and
sud 1894 is more than 1,000 in each instance,
15 and 16 per cent respectively. Compared
with 1696, (incluning two months of the
panic), the increase this year is about 1.840,
or 22 per cont. Total liabilities of 7,602
falling individuals, firms and corporations
are $105,585,000. This has been exceeded
ouly vwice beforo in like periods, in tho panic
yeara of 188% and 1893, The ratio of total
assets to liabilities has been oxceptiopally
heavy this year, more than 57 per cent.,
which is a characteristic of periods of
abnaormal business cmbarrassments. ’
Regarding the situation in the United
States this wock, Bradstreet’s says: ‘ Com-
paratively few changes are noted, but most
of them aro deccrcases in either prices or
demand, quotations for wheat, corn, cotton,
iron and stcel are lower. Sugar has reacted
after the declino last week, leather remains
conspicaonsly firm, with shoe factories
busily omployed, and patroleum and
anthracito coal are bigher. Tho general
iudastrial situation shows 10 renmswal of
activity. Tho spparent improvement in
wool has dirappeared. Manufactorars re-
fuse to buy material simply bocauso it
14 chesp.  Ezcessive dullness marks dry
gocds, although this is tho usual period for
<tock taking. Cotton mull treasurers con-
trolling four million spindics have agreed to
curtail production. A largs smount of wool-
en machinery romains idle, and the iron and
steel iudustries aro as fiat as heretofcre.”
Thero was considerablo excitement in stocks
this week and prices had a sharp declinoat
Naw Yurk, bat Europsan baying supported

the market some. Money on call at Now
York yesterdsy was at 2 to 23; prime mor-
cantile paper 4 to 5§ per cont.
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JA]\ quotations, unless otherwise specified, are whole.
9 for such quantities as are usually taken by retail
dealers, and are subject w0 the usual reduction On large
quantities and to cash disoounats.1

CoAL.—Ceal prices are very strong, tho
advance of 25c in Pennsylvania authracite
being the first only of an expected series of
advances, under tho new agreemont of tho
producers. Daar coal for next winter is the
outlook. The nominal price hers now is
$9.50 retail.

DRruGs.—Glycerine maintains
tone abroad at recont advance,  eam of tar-
tar is reported 2s mgher abre Following
prices are for parcels and will be shaded for
full packsge orders: Alum per pound, 83
to 4%c; alcohol, $5.25gal; ble-ching powder,
per pound ; 6 to 8c; bluestone, 5 to
7¢ ; borax 11 to 18 cents ; bromide
potash, 65 to 75c; camphor, 85 te 95¢; cam-
phor, ounces 90 to 1.00; carbolic acid, 40 to
65¢; castor oil, 11 to 15¢c; chlorate potash,
28 to 85¢; citric acid, 35 to 65¢. copperas 8}
to 4c; cocaine, per oz., $6.50 to $7.00; cream
tartar, per pound, 28 to 83¢; cloves, 20 to
23c; epsom salts, 83 to 4c; extract logwood,
hulk, 14 to 18¢c; do., boxes, 18 to 20c;
German quinine, 40 to 50c; glycerine, per
pound, 80 to 85¢; ginger, Jamaica, 80 to85c;
da., Africen, 20 to 25¢; Howard's quinine,
per ounce, 45 to 55¢: iodine, $3.50 t06.06G,
insect powder, 85 to 40c ; morphia sul.,$1.9)
to $2.25. Opium, 8$4.50 to $5,00; oil, olive,
$1.25to $1.40; oil, U. S. salad, $1.25t0 $1.40;
oil, lemon, super §275 to 8.25; oil, popper-
mint, $1.00 to $4.30; oil, cod liver, $2.50 to
$1 pergallon as to brand; oxalicoacid, 18 to 16¢;
potass 1odide, $1.25 to 4.50; paris green, 18 to
20c 1b; saltpetre; 10 to 12¢; sal rochelle, 80
to 85¢; shellac, 45 to 50c; sulphur flowers,
83 to 5c; sulphur roll, per keg, 33 to 5c; soda
bicarb, per keg of 112 pounds, $3.75 to $3.25;
sal soda, $2 to $3; tartaric acid, perlb., 45
to 55¢; strychrine, pure crystals 80c to $1.00
poroz.

DRIED FRUITS AND NUTS, — Grenoble
Walnuts, 1l4c; Tarragona almonds, 15c;
princess paper shell almonds, 20c; Sicilly
filberts, large, 12c; Brazl nuts, 1ic; pea-
nuts, roasted, 13c; peanuts greens, llc;
Ontano black walnuts, 8c; tutternuts, 9¢;
hicory nuts, 10¢ por pound; cocoanuts,
$1.00 per dozen; figs, new, 9 lb. boxes,
1dc; figs, superior, 85 lb. boxes, 19¢;
figs, fancy imperial, 55 1b. boxes, 22¢ per
1b; dates, now, 6 and 7¢c per 1b., apricots, 183
to 1dc; dried apples, 53 to G¢; ovaporatod
apples 7§ to 8c per 1b.

Frum BeEF, ETC.—Following aro prices of
tho goods put up by the Johaston Fluid Boef
Compeny of Montreal :—Johnstons Fluid Boof
—No, 1, 2-0z. tins, per dozen, $2.70; No. 2
4o0z., $1.50; No. 8, 8oz., $7.83; No. 4,11b.,
$12.83; No. 5, 21b., $24.90, Staminal—2oz.
bottles, per dozen,$2.55; do, 40z, §5.10; do, 8

Fisu—There is tho usual good supply of
fresh fish in the market. Jobbing prices
?40? fgr fresh fish u-s: X&hiuiﬁsb, 6 to Gic;

o Saperior trout,9¢; pickerel, 4¢; sturgeon,
8c¢; salmon, 14c¢; halibut, l4c 1b; cod, 10¢ por
1b; wmackerel, 124c per 1b; smoked gold-
eyos, 30¢c dozen; smoked salmor, 15cib. Cured
fish axe quoted: Bonoless codfish, 401b boxes
7¢, do crates 7§c; boneless fish, 401b boxes, 5¢;
smoked hearrings, 15 to 20c box; bloaters,
large, $1.85 per_box: bloaters, small, $1.00
por box ; dry cod $6 per box of 100 lbs,; salt
whitefich, £5.50 per barrel of 160 pounds; salt
lake trout, $6.50 per barrel; salt herring,
3-barrel $4; salt salmon, 10a 1b.

GROCERIES~—Sugars appoar to havo recov-
ored from tho rooent dopression and arc on

the firm

tho up grade. Tho demand isroported better
and refinors aro firmer. Granulated madoa
sharp advauce of }o at Now Vork on Monday
and yollows advanced 3c., and yollows
advanced gc moro on Tuesday. Witn tho
fruit season now on, one would naturally
look for a strong market in sugars,

GREEN FRUIrs—Oranges hold very firm
for what are now ubtainable. Lemons aro
also vory firm, with & good demand. Cali-
fornia peaches, apricots and plums are in
EOOd supply. A few nuw southern apples

ave beon in. British Columbia strawberries
woro recoived this woek and were in fairly
good shapo, though on the soft side. Also
some British Columbin eberries wero re-
received, which sold at 31 per 10 1b basket.
Native wild strawberrics and goosoberries
arooffering on thostreet market. Pricesare:
Lemons, Messinas. $1.50 to $5 per box as to
quality ; California oranges, late Valencias,
$5.50 o $500 per box ; Bananas, fancy,
Port Limon, 32 to $3 per bunch as to
size; strawberries, 24 quart cases, $5 00
per caso; pineapples, $2.50 to 83 per dozen
as to size ; California cherries, none ;
Califurnia  peaches, $2.00 per bhox ;
California apricots, $2.00 box; California
plums, 8 to St box as to quality
aud  variety;  Watermelons, 85 per
dozen; Tomatoes, 81.75 per crate of
4 baskets, cucumbers, 90¢ doz. Apple cider,
85¢ per gallon, in 80gal. barrels; maple sugar
12¢ per 1b; maple syrup, 31.10 per wino
gallon, in gallon tins; pie plant, 81.75 per
100 pgunds; Egyptian onions, $3.50 per 100
pounds.

}’Ii‘,\m;w,\ma.gl’é-ic% are as follows:

N, lamb and 56 and <8 1b. ingots 1b
19 to 20c. 808 per

TIN PLATES. — Charcoal plates, I. C.,
10 by 14, 12 by 12 and 14 by 20,
per box, $1.50 to $1,75; I. X., same sizes, per
box, 85.75 to $6: I. C., charcoal, 20 by 28,
112 shoets to box, §8.50 to 9.00; I. X., per
ll)imdo?O by 28, 112 sheets to box, $10.50 to
8 5’1(‘)511.\’1-: Prates.—I. C., 20 by 28, £88.00to

“IRON AND STEEL.—Bar iron, per 100 lbs.
baso prico. $2.85 to $2.50; band iron, per 100
1bs., $2.85 108.00; Swedish iron, per 100 1bs.,
£3.25 t0 6, sleigh shoo stecl, $3.00 to 38.25;
bost cast tool steel, perlb, 11 to 12¢; Russian
sheet, per Ib, 1210 18¢.

SHEET IRON.—10 to 20 gauge, $£3.00; 22
to 24 and 26 gauge, $3.25; 28 gauge, $3.50,

CANADA PLATES.—Garth and Blaina, £3.00
108.10.

%GALVAWBI% Iaox.—eQneen’s Head, 22 t¢
gauge, per 1b., 43c; 26 gauge, per 1b., 5¢;
28 gauge, per 1L, fdc. &g ’

IRON P1rE.—50 to per 60 oent. off list.

Lean.—Pig, per b, 43c.

_ SHEET ZINC—Ir casks, 5.7 1b., broken lots,
7.25. .

SoLDER.—Hall and balf (guar) per 1b, 14
to 1Ge.

AMMUNITION.—Cartridges—Rim firo pistol,
American, discount, 40 per cent.; rim fire
cartridges, Dominion, 50 and 5; rim firo
milhary, American, net  list ; central
firo pistol and rifls, American, 12 per
cent. ; oeat:;lal ﬁggus, cart;x Dominion, S0
per cont.; shot s 12 guage, &6 t07.50;
shot, Cm’xadian, soft, dic; shot, Canadiw:
chilled, Ge.

WIRE.—Galvanized barb wire, plain twist~
ed wire and staples, £3.25 per 100 Ibs. Closer
prices havo boen made for large lots.

RorE.—Siszl, per 1b., 7% to 8¢ base; man-
illa, per 1b., 93 to lgic base; cotton, ito §

inch ari larger, 15¢ 1b.

AXES.—Xer box, $6.50 to 16.50.

Namws.—Cut, per base prico, £8.21 for
60 d. with usual cxk:‘gi,s; common etoel wire
nails, 5 to 6 inch, $3.90 per kog; 8 to 4 inch,

| $1.22 kog; @ irch, $1.50 keg.



