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THE IIUDSOM'S BAY CONTROYERSY.
Tite nîlinds o! Soule pe'>pIe in M1anitoba

arc agnin exercised over tiltiitivig:sbilitv
o! the lludsoîî's Biay ali( Straits, iiîîd
opinions are aluiost as varied as they
wcre a. yeuir tige. The eruise o! the -
tiene seenis tu have ouly furnislîcd grolind
for furtiier iiisciiýsion betwcven the. ad'o-
cates aîîd 0p1 )ouicits of the route, Qui! it
is vory doubtful if the lestîlt o! the
whole expedition wiII have the ellecL o!
bringl-in- abolit any mnore uniatiuiily o!
opuion ont the subject. Tite opinionîs of
one or otIter wvho sailed and returned
with tho .Aeptune sceins to lie formned 'just
in c.'cordance with ti'e %visites Oi intertests
of the parties whlo give tlîcîî ami ace îîot
accept-d as arguiiiumts of wveigit for or
against the opcîîing o! the route.

Frotîi the irst proposai of se.nding ant
exeedition at the expense of the Doluii-
on Govcî-nîncnt, there Spîiuug Up :il tîmis
province a feeling that the. real olbjects of
the sanie would bie to du as iinucl as pos-
sible to discourage thtc opellîxng o! tilt
route, which, hiowvcr, wits iot hcld liv
iinany. Theore wvere aiîd still are, uicvcr-
tiieless, a nuch larger ninheil)r o! peuple'
wvho believe that the main object of the
expedition wvas to delay as mnuch as pas-
sible the cenitruction of the railway anîd
opening of the route iii order utat the
railway policy o! the prsn Goveriiiinst,
xnlight miot bc obstructed. 'This vicw is
not an unreasoîîable aile, for Sir Johnt
?dacdonald's G.overiiiiient have noa spare
time te -ive to any railway schieine ont-
side of the C. P. R. It wiIl re(1uire ail
thoir tact, force and tinaucial iiiiiiienec to
secure its coliiletion and a popular niove-
me)t i favor of a Jludson's B3ay raiway
miglît seriously iiînpcde the break-îteck
progress at which they are forcinîg its con-
structiori. 'fley know weil that to ailow
of any la-gîî iiii the work o! the C. P. R.
construction ineaus the failure to coin-
plete the road before they are coinpedled
te again appeal to tic people, andc an ap-
peal witlî the road in ant urtinislied state
would very likely prove an i.ieffiectual
one. With sucli a prospect before the
Goveriiment iii power, it is only naturai
±luit they shiouid seek to delay aîîy other
,,,fft railwuy schemne, and espccial)y o11e
vhîich a look at the îniap of Northi Amner-

icat shows wili hou the îîîost rcvoltîtionary of
ail otlîers oit the traflie t)'irs o! the
whIole continenit. ¶I'iey siiiiply apply La
polit:cs the 01(1 warîiimîg. about toîo umially
irons iii the tire. 'flonir itiîod, of deiay
is certiifly etfleetîal. 'i'Iey stirt out ni
expedition wii ks expected te extuîid
over three 3'eîls hefore tiec i>i'itiîÎiîity
or iiiipriictil)ility o! the route caui he de-
oîded, uid iii the tuitervul trust dte
charter to I>uIi il railwny that 'vili cost
at iuast ýýI-î,0,uuohjta e ic'Whîo at un-
able to valse iii tell velrs eîoimglî, to himihi
lifty miles o! the propoied six hîîîîidicd
and tif ty. Once the C. 1'. I. is coiJ)lct(cd
and a iack is feit ky Sir' Johi, and iui s as.
sociates of soîîmthiîîg stirring or .semisa-
tionil for i)oliticai capital, Uie I[ud>ýo,î's
Bay route iniglît prv very 'coiiveîicut.
The riglits coaned iii the. charter grant.
cd laý,t session wvill have heei faoitcd hy
its owniers lonmg hefurs' that, nid the op.
portmmîity of nrussrî i] to sanie
îveaitliy and powvcrfu illnîopoly wili theit
ho( good. It would liever do for aîîy Cali-
adian Covermîient te oppose delialitly
sucli a i)iogi ýsive inavnent as the con-
structioîi of a ILudsoli's ]311Y raîiway, but
it is qite withîiu the accepted ideas o!
ilioderii political ccolloîîîy to ilailipu laite
suc l a tioveincuit 'for the heîietit o! a
politîcal party.

M«lien wc look, at Uic I Iuison's Bay
cxpeditioii as part aîid imarcel o! s,, Ai i
polîcy as aliove dsŽscribed, we ilnust Coit-
eluide that argtuieiits ti1)01 its first re-
suits ai-e coiiipaiitiveiv uiseleas. It wvil bc
fouîîd, thînt the feasiliulity or lionfeilsibity
o! the route amui Uie reports frontî Uic ex-
peditioui tiiereozi wil] be iii proportion to
tic advisabiiity o! the Ottawva (,overti-
inemmt's ne,.esSitýV for the toute as i)oliticftI
capital. 'f'lie I)eo1)I- of tie Nortiîtvcst
are powerlcSsi to iakc timeir influenîce feit
in the mîatter, and before they arc stromg
cmîoîgli iii nuinîbers influence a;- finamcial
power to iakc tlieiîselves so, the con-
structionî o! a railway to the Iludson's
B3ay 'vili be in the hands of soute pawcr.
fui casterit ioîopoly whlicî wvill be a
buttress for support te mun Ottawva Gov-
eriniet,

IMMIGRATION TO MANITOBA.
Statenients have of late been mnade in

aur provincial press, that the numuaber of
imiiarants wvlo have couic ta the North-
west durimg 1884 lias breni soniewlierc iii
the meigboîrlood o! twciity thousand, a
ratlier sîinall figure indecd wlîeîî we take

into coîîsiderntion h Ui avatitages this
v'ast counitry ofli'i-s ta iiîw se.tticrs. Sînail
however, as the uiibor souilla, tic pecople
of Mniîitolia îîîust fcel t.Iat thiacr sliave of
tiis influx of settiers lias been intimiite-
siînmîlly so. It is a liberîîl e3tiinato for
the prov-ico tu Say, Unit lems Umai twontv
per cent, o! tiiese twveity thousaiid iiii-
Mgi'ants have Settlcd witliin the liniiits of
Md iiitols.t prpr Ciae baîlanice Iiaving goiv
lieyoîid to the Northwest 'Lerritories, amii
min lookmngi at tllese utram«e fîîcts, one i,
!orcs.d te ask for Uic rcaboîi. l is a fact
imovojis. doubt, tlîat the provinmce of Manm.
itoba coiiiprises imore rich fertile lanids fit
proportio'. to its fti'a, tliau ftiiy otlier
portion o! the Noî'thwest and it is equal
iy beyemîd doubt, thmat large tracts o! themss
lanîds arc nowv nctîîaily beggimg for settle-
niienit, aîîd aire otrercd at prices aîîd oit
ternis îvitim Uic reavlh of aîîy iimmmîii-raîmt

iiiei)areci ta tako uip a ramiu. Furtiier tlie
j!,z.'d!pbia !h:l" for wcis baek hia:
contaiiîcd notices o! sales of tlîousands of
aeies o! -ood lands for ti,' taxes due
uipon thiii. 'Ihere inust lie soine v'erv
stroiig i<*iison for tiese lanîds lyinumg Uls

ciipicd, whliiiiiigriînts are ruslîlig fur-
tlier wcstward ta tinmi houles andc fariib
hluti(re(lS o! utmiles furthier away f rin east-
ciii iîîrkets aîîd centres of settcînciat,
andsi ~lîe:c3ca religions and educatioi-
al adrîntagtiýes arc, îîîui iuifcrior te whlat
thîey are wvit]iu the Iiimnits o! tlîis prov.
incc.

For severai years liack we have beva
hvaring the cîy tliat the vacant lands of

.I itiitolmat were owned by speciîhitors alad
heIld at maîsoîîî prices wlîiel mîew settIvrs
cainnao allord ta pay, aiid uittil tute pr*-s
omit year opeîied tliere wvas saine truthlîii
thtese statenments. ihe3 ' arc practicauy
wit1îout fouiidation mîow, liowver, as
eveîî tiîoàe specuhative land owiiers, Ntlio
are still able ta hîolà their uneultivated
Sai»i Jaîî<s and pay taxes ont thon), -ire
lieartily tired o! daing sa, and are preps,.r.
ed ta seli nt very umoderate figures, ~hI
a great mîîamîy others are unatble ta lîold
olit lonîger, andl would bu giadl to seIl nt
vei'y low figures coîild thmey dIn sa, hut
they find noa deiand for tlîcir lanîds, evnii
wliefi suýttlei* are rushiig il, lîundredsb to
points fîmrtlîer wvcstward ini search of
farîns.

Thîcre is but one explanation ta be gi%-
en o! Uic stralîge state of affairs asoie
describcd, and tlîat is thiat the varalit
landcs o! Manîitoba are not udvertised, ait1
consequeiitly are not soid. It siioui 1 lbe
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