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TH-E AB3USES 0F THE COUNTRY WEEKLY.
W. C \\VIk,,ti c,, (rin, 1 ,, IVr Min 11racIc-siar.

%OUI ) not attempi, wîîhmi flic scope of a
piper of thiis character, to enuinierate ill, or
even a srnali portion, of thle abuses practised on1

a1 country iiewspapiler, but a consideration of the
subject wotild niot be evenl partially satisfactory

the party managers, the nien entrustcd with the advocacy of
greal paty princil)les and theories as well as the personal

las caipagn noulihoier-plate matter wvas durnped at my
office door to have filled niy cight-colinn quarto newspapcr for
ten years. Thtis stuff wvas sent nie without my knowledge or
consent, and withouit any other license, so far as 1 know, exccpt
the we!l.kîîown fact thant 1 was in sympathy with those sound
i)riticiI)ls and theories which this vcry sounid and substantiai
plate miatter taughit, or would have tauglit, hiad it ever got be-
yond flice confines of its packing boxes. l am n ot farniliar with
the cost of this kind of ready-made editoriai pabuium, but I amn
(lutte sure fliat an occasioniai real flesh and blood article, dealîng
with local conditions and bearing the imprcss of carnest con-
victions and honest motives, would be worth more than count-
less tonts of titis hired 1-essian plate matter. But so long as
flic country publislers, 10 relieve that tired feeling, will accept
and use this production, it is vcry certain il will continue t0 bc
forthconiing with each recurring politicai campaign. No other
business mant, however partisan, would be expected 10 devote
his finie and tite franchises and opportunities of his business to
party success without sornething attaching in Uic way of emiolu-
nieiits or percluisites.

But 'jour i)olitical manager, by 'jour kind assistance, gets
more for his ione>' by dealing with flic plate man, the ready-
print miat and the stump speaker than by dealing direct with
the iîewspaper mani. I have long considered Uie stump speaker
as ant interloper and a trespasser in the legitirnate field of jour-
nalism. 1-lu, cornes inito your town at an expense of $So or $75
and speaks to fifty or sevenity-five persons. le is laughied ar,
jeered and guyed, and goes away without accompiishing any-
tlîing. 'l'le foolishi nuwspapcpr, witltout any oil in its lanip, puts
the speech imito presemtable shape, lays it before froin one thous-
and to three thousand people, whio rend it and digest it at tîteir
leistire, frc front the e.\citements and influences of a noisy mob,
and are thus able to appreciate tîte argument, whiclî is generally
the product of tu> editor, rather titan the speaker. I have no
rentediail sti',-,stion to offer for this phase of ncwspaper abuse
otîiter titan thte assassination of the speaker. ''ie successful
canîpaign mîantager of tlie future-and tîtere is nîo suggestion cf
l)oodle iii titis- *will reacit fltc peopile tîtrougi flic miedium of
flie prcuss, i)ut b)' mnus of a st.raiglîtforward, legitimate adver-
lîsimîg contract, ratdier than by ai illegitimate, dishonest systeni
of dead.beating bis way inito tlie press. l1'lie public will accuse
tîte publishier wvho uses two or tlîree colurnns of camipaign plate
niatter of being a boodier niuch quicker titan flic publisher wvho
prints a tltoughtfut editoriai hialf a colunîn iiii lengtlî. And tlie
public, wltile possibly wvrong iii its conclusions, is tiglit iii its

premnises, for ive always tell the pubEc thal our space is valu-
able and is only at its disposaI for a considerabion. Titis is a
large subject and rnucli could bc said in ils consideration, but
rny reference is perhaps sufficiently extendeu alrcady 10 set somte
of the brotîters to titinking.

One otîter abuse that I htave ini mind is so glaring and per-
sistent titat 1 feel imipelled to mention it at least briefly. I refer
w0 tue patent.mediciiîe mani and lus co-worker in iniquity, the
baking-powder fiend. ''These feilows have such a smaii concep-
tion of tite value of advertising space that a proposition frorn
sorte of thern can lîardly be considered iii any otiter light than
anit isuit, in any weli.regulated, self-respecting newspaper office.
Rccentiy 1 received from Scott & Bowne, proprictors of Scott's
Emulsion, tîte munificent offer of $7 for a five-inch advertise-
nient one 'jear, to occtn'.y the very choicest position in thepaper
and change weekly. Very thoughtfully, tue firrn enclosed a
stamped envelope, wbicb I used 10 informi tiîem that my price
for titeir advertisement WvaS $25, less the usuai agent's commis-
sion. I tltink this must have paraiyzed thcat, and I trust
that it did, for 1 have heard nothing furlher from them, though
I nioîiced severai of niy excbianges have commenced on titeir
wvork, evideîîtly at tlie ridiculous price îîamed 10 me, although I
inay have been singled out as a soit snap. Thtis is but a single
instance of ntany tliat have corne under my notice recently, but
if fully illustrates how lightly some of us regard our business,
aiid accounts in a measure at lcast for the estimate put upon
our space by others.

But briefly, 10 coiiciude, I arn thorougltly convinced that
while îve are, and aiways have beeîî, afflicted by many abuses, we
are largeiy to blame for Ilicir continuance, atîd fithat hey will
continue 10 plague us until we risc up in our might and put our
caiiing uipon a higher business plane. It lies largely with our-
selves lu cure and eradicate rnany of tue abuses herein referred
to, and many others fliat are so scîf-evident that I have not even
referred 10 îlîem, and flint our field of usefulness to the public
and of consecluent profit to ourselves îvill be increased many
fold tiîereby.

DO YOU CAST YOUR OWN ROLLERS?

Hiave you tried Goldiiig's Elastine comîposition put up iii
aîr-tiglîî cans, wiiich preserve it indefinitely ? WVell, just order
a lot for triai; nîoney refuîîded if liot saîisfactory. Titis com-
position wvill wvark in A clirnates and in ail kinds of weatiîer
better thaniany other made. l'ut Up in 2y2, 5 and 10 poutnd
catis at 36c. per pottnd. No speci:ii kettie required for mielting.
Order froni Goldinîg &. Co., Boston, New York, Pitiladeiphia
and Chticago.________

A GOOD PRECEDENVT.

Tl'le publisliers of tue Raiiway (NiT.) Advocate aîîd The
l)emocrat have signcd ain agrecntî, wlicit cacit paper prints con-
spictiousiy, thtat liereafter ail ntioices of etîtertainnients by
ciiurcltes, societies, etc., at wltich an admîission fee is charged,
oir resolutions of organizations, iii cases oi deaîh of members,
or siniilar rending malter, wlîiclî is not iii the forai of generai
news, wvill be cltarged for nt btç rgtc of 5 cenîts per line for
cacli inîsertion,

Junc, 1897


