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IPOOR-. RELATIONS.
Tiiore was a good deal af excitement in tic littie establishment in the

south suburb of the town îvhen the nevs first reached ilier, that Admirai
Sir Richard Potres, K.C.B., %vas to be the nwPort-Admirai.

The iile establishîment canisted of INr. and MIrs IVairren,thiolcid
a daugbter, and a brawnuy, loud-voiccd, conscieiîeious, middle-aged woman,
wbo acted in the capacity of Ilgenerai IIn the %Varren ienage, and wbo
aîîswered ta the naine of Cherry.

Il Vien my sister, Lady Petres, cornies ta Admiraiîy House she wiii want
us ta be witlî ber a good deai, Tom. We were aiways most attached sisters
as yaung girls ; and though circumstances have separated us for many years
I amn sure it wiii bc a re.A jay to us bath ta mucet zgaip, and l'in certain
she'll do an immen8o deal for Mladg-c."

Mrs. WVar.ren made this speech ta bier husband iii a epasmodic, nervous
way that sbowed she was flot quite assured ai the veracity of bier ovri
statement. She was a preity, vivacious, brown-eyed woman ai forty, and
bie was a storna and ravc ty.beaten veteran ai sixty, a liaif-pay lieutenant
in the Navy, thorefore it %vas flot ta be ivondered at, tlîat bie siîould liaten
contemptuously ta, ber ili-founded liopos, and repiy ta the expression o! themn
captiaiisly.

IlIf you think that your sister's carning ta Admiralty Hanse will niake
any difference ta yau or ta Mtadge yau're more fooiish than I take you tu
be. Besides, what does Madge %vant donc for bier ? She's happy in ber
homne, happy in lier work, happy, Ileaven be thanked 1 ini baving a mothier
vbo, wouid iay dowa lier oîvn fle at any moment for hcer girl's welfare."
And as bie uttered tho last sentence MNr. Warren beid bis bsand out ta bis
wife, who squcczed it warnily.

"lBut tbat's not enougb-not neariy enough, Warren," sho said, preaentiy.
1I wan't Mladge's pretty figure and face ta, be seen by- by ber ovri class.

Since she came from school a year ago, Madge lias lived betwaen bier pupils
andI this littleelbouse. She bad gone nowuiere, bcen no society, neyer bad a
chance, in fact. But nov it wiii ail bc different."

IlLet us at least be content till Lady Petres-your sister-seeks us," hie

pieaded. "lShe bas bier own fanaily, lier avri set, bier own duties. Abovc
ail, Margaret, she bas a busband vibo bias been successfuh in the service
while I bave been lait out in the coid. Forget tiîat you are the sister ai thit
Port-Admirai's wiie, my dear, until slie remembers it."

It vas good, round advice, and Mr. Warren feit 50 waîl satisfied witi
himself for baving given il that bie went tbrougb the round ai bis litile daiil
duties more light-heartediy than usual. He watared the fiavers in tht
window-boxes ; fed the bandsome Persiax cat viho, neyer had kittens, oi
yowied on tbe tiles, or did anyîhing cise ta annoy the neighbors ; studie<
the baroineter wbich hung in the passage, andI finaiiy set hiniseil down t
the camiortablo porusal ai the local daily wvith a cicar conscience. Meari
white bis daughter àfadge bad gone off ta give the usual three bours
instruction to ber little pupils, and bis iil vas exercising ber sont as
bow she couid.most pleasantly and natura Ily resunie relations with h r sistes

IlI won't go andI cal]. If, as %Varren fancies, Arabeila wiii offer rie th
cola 8houlder, she siîan't bave tbe chance ai daing il at Admiralty Ilus
for lier servants ta sec it. l'Il write," the littie ivomain soiioquized, Il1I
write and tell her about MNadge !Sbe'.s a nîotiler hurrsai!, and thougb w
haven't met for twanty years, Arabelia wili no more forget that we %% re iou
sisters once than I do."

Fraught wihb tis determination, filled with this hope, IMrs. W'arrc
waited witb cheerful cquanimity for the arnnounicement te rench ber, throug
the coiumns ai the press, ai Sir Richaida andI Lady I>etres airrivai. Meantim
though 8he said nothiug about ber relations and expectations irom i.hcna
ber daughtar, she tank Cherry int lier confidence.

IlWban my brotlier-in-liw, tbe îîew Admirai, andI my sistcr, Lady Petre
are hare Mliss MLad-,e wili be going out a great deal, Cherry," M;Nrs. Warre
said, in quite a casual way anc morning as suie stand in the k-itchen co
cocting an cxtrcmeiy savory dish out of the scanty materials lier pur
couid command, Ilso wec must sec about getting bier soma nice frock
Luckily it's flot ooa lt to wcar whiite, and what cari hc prettier than thi
Inaian buttcr.rnusiin prcttiiy made ?"

"lA good rnany tbings, muni, if yau ask rny opinion. To my mind i
only fit for straining-cioths; but 'Miss Nfadge looks ieli lai anyttiing."

Il She docs--sbe is pretty," the proud mother amsentcd ; "lbut I sh
want yau ta belp me ta naake bier look prettier than she docs in th:.t dîn
black alpaca. You and I betwcen us can niake up a nice costume ina d
or two, if va give aur minds ta il, ai that jtrcîty fawn-colorcd nun's vaUti
that I got at sncb a bargain the other day."

Cherry acquiescad briskly , but îircsent.y s.ua added
"eLady Petres wiii be a ricb lady, l'ni hiînking, muîni. Being your o

flash andI biood she'hi bc sure ta give '\Ilss ýIjdgc jlcnty ai pretty froc
once she secs bier. Or mayb.- she've a large famiiy ai lier own ?

Mrs. Warren vas compchled. ta cDnfcss she Ildia not knaw."
"4Tbatls qucer for sisters 1" Cherry said, thougbîfuily. Il But lad

havc queer, cool vays about ixcir own iesh and bliîod sometimes."
IlOh, it's only the service that bas separtcd lis, erry"; bier inistr

explained, cbeeriully. IlMy husband bas aiways becti in ane part of
worid a..d bier lîusband in anothcr until nov. But iiow wc have ce
together at last. Vou, a sailar's daughtrr, and a maiinc's %widow, ni
understand bow tbc service parts people."

Cherry nodded.

IlSpecialiy wbhcn ane's an adnmirai anth ie oiîcr a lieutenant," she S
quietly ; and ta this explanatian af the circumstances lirs. Wanrren mi
no0 rejoinder.

The days worc away, and at iast-at lazi 1-thewelccomc anniouncwm

wvas made, IlAdmirai Sir Richard Pttres, K.C.B., accompanied by l.qdy
Petres, hias arrived at Admiraity flouse."'

IlIsn't Lady Petres my aunt 1" Madge questioned, lookirig up from, ht
labors over the cofféc.pot and cups, as lier father finished reading the
paragraph.

IShe's my own and only sister," her mother replied. "lCircumstatices
have estranged us a good deai-"

IIn other words, your mother made a bail match and yovr aunt a guod
one; and oddiy -enougb it was the ugly sister who, scored," Nfr. Mràrre
interrupted. IlLucky for you, bladge, for you've got very much the sainle
face your mother had when I rnarried hier tivcnty yoars ago."

IMadge is a charming edition of what 1 wvas,' said the rnolher, fond>'
vwhereat Mladge b ew a kiss acroso the table in the direction of Mrs. Warren,
and the conversation drifted away fromn the Petres for the remnainder of %lit
mcal.

Cerlainly Madgo îwas charming, wvbether she resembicd what lier mothet
had been or not. A tall, stateiy, graceful brown-baired girl, who, c- rried lier
pretty head like a duches or a deer, and looked rit the world a trille
haughtily out of a pair of ioveiy, lustrous, brown vclvct eyes. Charming,
unquestionabiy cbarming and d istiriguislî ed- look ing. Gifted witlî gnod
abilities and a rare soprano voice, ail of wbich had been discreetly cultivated.
It ivas impossible for bier mother flot ta dream of a bright fate for this
pretty, cherished daughter.

And how was she ever ta achieve a brigbt fate save by marriagei And
how was she to xnarry weii uniesa she vient ino Societyi And hawv could
she enter into Society under botter auspices than those ofilber aunt, Lady
Petres, wiue of Admirai Sir Richard Petres, K.C.B.?i

The Potres bad taken possession of, and establisbed theniselves
comfortably ini, Adrniralty House. The Admiral himself, a pompous, fussy
litile martinet, was as weli*ioatbed in the service as the naost misanthropic
heart could desire. But Lady Petres ran him bard ! Plain, vain, seifish
and clever, she was disliked and feared ivith beautiful unanimity by cvery
oflicer and every officces wite Nvho came int collision with ber.

The only child (a daugbter> of tbis influential ana much-sought-after
couple, Arabella-"« Bella" in the farnily ta distinguish bier from lier molhx
-was that motber's juvenile cunterpart. But she was flot an édition dt

Sluze as was Madge Warren of lber naotber. Miss Petres was as plain, vain,
selfish as Lady Petres ; but the daugbter lacked the motber's cleverness.
'AiU the county, ail the Ilupper ten " of the town, profcssionai people,

Sand," of course, ail the members of both services, witb their wives anxd
egrovn up children, calied on the new Admirai and Lady Fetres. ihose

r who found bier at home were received strictly according to their merits.
d County people who entertained. iargely thought they had seldoma met wiLli
0a womnan "lmore desirous to please." Insignificant people, wbo probaby
'didnIt entertain at ail, tbougbt tbey had seldom met with a vioman "nmore

offensively wiiling to displease"I But these censors viere unimpoitant, utô
0 their expression of opinion a mere detail.
r. A lettter was deiivcred to, Lady Petres one xnorning, the contents o(
e which sent lier in a rasping temper to the luncheon-tabie. This lattez
e circumstanco was peculiarly unfortunate, as Sir Richard hiadt brougbt the

ilnew Fiag-Lieutenant to, luncheon this day, ana the new Flag-Licutenant wa«,
eC in addition ta, being a smart and promising young offlcer, the eldest son ot

da baroxiet, viho, bad bath ancestors and a partnership in a flourishing back
ait his back.

n IlIf hae takes a fancy ta Bl3ela I sball have nothing ta, say agiinst ît'l
h -Admirai 1,ir Richard Petres, K.C B., had said, magniflcentiy, to, bis %vif-
el when speakirg of Rodney Deane that morning; hc playa and sirigs and
to paints and ail that sort of nonsense, and as BelIa's got a fine voice, and u

fond of sketching, they'Ii have tastes in conaron ana may came togethet!
S, "IlBella cari talk very welI about drawing; the child is sa quick, ûb.
cri catches up critical phrases with such facility; but I don't think M'I showr
' him any IÀ ber sketches, tbcy neyer resemblo the tbings 8kaetcbcd," Lidi
se Poires answcrcd, prudentiy ; but she resohved that the accompiished yourz
:S. officer shouid bear Bcia's fine voice that very afternoon.
at Il I suppose yon are sure tbat hc is the cidest son, and that there u'

pienty of money ?" she asktd, anid Admirai Sir Richard 'Potres, K.C.YX
t' was actuaily guilty )f tbe vulgarity ai winking knowursgly in reply.

IL must bave been maternai partiality vihicx induced L-ady l'cires Da
ail asscrt that Il Bella coula talk vMr ivell " on any subject Bella talk.-G
gy voiubly and iouidly about everything, andI giggled incessantly, but the wolax
'y that feil front ber lips were flot words ai wisdorn, neither viare tbey wi4Y
ng enoughi ta justify ber auditors in giggling responsiveiy. Indoed, thc so*

daughter af Admiral Sir Richard Potrcs' bouse and iheart was a rallier vulgz,
%vintenseiy commonplacc, silly, poert ltte girl.

l'S Lady Petres received 'Ulr. Doane ivitx lier ha-st air ai courtcsy. Butc
was a hard matter ta do itwivth that lattr in fier pocket. Shc was obig
ta rcrind hersehf pcrpetually that he %vas a baronet's son,and %vas roputed ta t

isricb, and bad excellent prospects in the service, in order ta maintain suchi
demeanor ' zawards bina as snouid imprcss hinm favorabiy xvith ber firie às

lu hs Adtniral's wic and flla's motber ; but the strain was a scvcre ana,2-
heas soon as she couia she gat herscif away te the safe scclusion of ber Ma

nie rom n era h opistle which liad upsct ber se painrully. l wu'

it up close ta tb*o ncar-sigbîed eycs that wcre extra dim by reasan of *i
tcars of nervous agitation wbich fillid thom. A frank, simple, sistoi

aid, letter that bad becri pcnncd by Mrs. WVarren in good faith andI affectioDie
ada trust. l ran as follows:

'lMINI DzAn Si=R,
ontf Aftor these long yeais of scparation. it does nay heatt gool tà


