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WIHAT I SAW
BY REV. J. MILTON ARERE

T kaw a profgy cottage staned
In groundythiat were hoth trim and nong. ‘
Where g veled wWilks atd eharming ftowers
Solleited the wandering feet.
A very Paradise it seemed,
AWVith virgin Joys and giorles ¢ rowned
A SpoL apon this stu-cuiscd carihy
Which yet the serpent tevl not found,

1 saw a womnan, pure and gl X
Upott Whusu clieck the poses Linomerd ;
Who deep tnhaled the atmosphero
Her dearest husband's tove perforined,
A calm and Lappy Jile was licts,
Nogrief upon lier spirlts pressed §
And hope, the darllng sinee) bright,
Sut monarch in her loving breast.

Isaw ahin )Py {famtly,
With ruddy ckeeks and fuces bright,
\V hose Joyots heart expression fond
In cyesthut dinced with pure delight,
The matds were modest, claste nd fidr,
‘Ihe boys were brave anid noble, tov;
‘I'he families, as biestas this,
he sun shineson, J trow, & few.

1 82w a1 man with form erect,
And clth: catm, expressive face,
Upon the llueaments of which
1t wis not hard for one to trace
The workiugs of 2 nobie son! §
A sympatiict'e friend, and kind,
Mure uraent, constant, firm than, wltom
Twas ne'er oy pravilege to find.

Isaw that cottage once augain g
Hutah ! 'twas sthking to decay
The window lights were broken in,
The shutters had been wrenetied away §
The grounds wereoversrown with weeds,
No tanad had truned tae vines of late :
Andwant dwerd 10w whiere weads bad been g
*Theas blighted, cursed, and desolate.
Isaw that woman once aging
Her face wits thiln e chiecks werea pale
And from old care’s deepeblselad Mines,
1 read, with pain, ber sorrow’s tale.
Within ber hea t, where hope had seagnesd,
A\ et atl was Jorous, Talght aud falry
A monarch erawne ! with ehon sat,
Whose name I've learaed to eatl despatr,

1 ratw that family againg
Butoh ! the change, how very sad,
They watulercd forth,to vartae ke,
Tn'fiithy, tattered garments clad,
Thelr eves nolonzger daneed with joy,
Nor coutd they louger Bappy be,
For stn, aid gy erly, i siwine
Had overwhelmed tht familye

I snw that man but once again,
With bloxl-shot eyes, and bloated fice,
"nan the inemvents of which
It was not hard for one to triee
Toe workigs o2 falienn sonl s
A viclous prostitwied mind,
Alore wretched mnl depraved than whom,
MayGod 1erhiad I eter shouid shd, .

A man, a fanily, awife, .
Onee ol kil happy, Yo and fair,
Have fallen froe the helghis of rope
Fardown the starless gnif, ofespair, >
The cottage, 100, the home of peace,
Has been surtendere:d up to fte,
And now s mauy tongnes vepeal
s Behold, 1 ton, am desolate.”

What agency, or some ~0 strong,
What evit geutas, ar speld,
Can g0 bring down the hunemi vice,
From heaven's gate, so aeaf o hetl ?
1o one short werd of leteerss three,
2F hngan s we tind tpesam, .
2 he wlthering, Wizhting, danning sconree,
Which Lears the sutf e satne of fumn !
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ARMAMBENT OF SIS OF WAR,

At the regulau miecting of the 17, S Naval
Jnstitute, held March 12 Rear Admiral Har
wood in they chaie, an wsteuctive piper on
the Armamnt of aor Sups of War was rewd
by Cousmodore Jittess, Cluef Darew of
Ordnance. Aunteresting discussion follow
ed tho reading of the pagier, aftet which,
upon motion of Raar Adumural Wonden, the
thanks o/ the Iusutate were unawmously
tendered to Cummodore J. fters for s .
toresting aad laghly valuavle paper. Tue
weeung then adpurncd. We give this
week o syunopsis of the first paat of this
paper, resciving the cuaciusion for another
week. .

‘'he main points to be considered indeter
mining the armunent of a ship avo. 1. ‘That
tho nggregato weight of the guns should be
m proportion to the tonnage; 2. llaving
decided what this%weight shall be, the next
point of importance i> to dispose of it in the
best manaer to developo tho zreatest power
of which it is susceptible ; 3. ‘T'ho ‘velation of
the battery to the speed of tho vessel; for
although it is absolutely nocessary that o
ship of warshould exercise a full power,oflen
cound defence, within the civelo of which she
u tha centre, noxt to this, and to this only,
iis impu-tance is her ability to transfec this
power to another point with certainty and
rapidity.

Wae will proceed to consider these points
seriatim,

‘To exemplify our first point, wemsy take
the old sailing frigato Constellation as a type
of what was considered to beat the time she
was built, a well artmed ship. IHer tonnage
was 1,236, and the battery consisted of 30
18-pounder cannon on gun deck, and 16 32-
pounder carronndes on the spar deck,
weighing in the aggregate 160.700 pounds,
and throwing a broadsida weight of 530 Ibs,
of shot, In 1845 the Ordnance Board re-
cognizing the importance of reducing the
number of guns’ and increasing the calibres
assigned a battery of 38 32 pounders, weigh-
ing 17-1,048 lbs., throwing a broadside weight
of metal of 674 lhs., and 22 lbs. of axplosive
waterial.  In 1853, her sister ship. the
Macedonian, cavried a baltery of 2 10inch
pivot, 16 8 inch and 2 32 pounders in broad
side, weighing in the aggregate 155,432 1bs.,
aud throwing = bLroadside in metal ot 672
lbs.. with 26 1bs. of explosive material.
Finally Admusl  Dablgren proposed for
these ships a battery of 18 9 inch guns
weighing 164,000 1bs., broadside weight of
melal 721 lbs, with an explosive content of
30 s,

1t will be observed that in these changes,
made by competent authority. the relatibn
of weight of batlery to tonuage of ship was
closely adhered to, wuile nugmenting the
poxer of the armament by reducing the
number of guns and 1ncreasing tho calibres.
Wiuth the first introduction, however, of
steam into the Navy, o departure from the
law of relation of atmament to tonnage of
ship became unavoidable; ULecause the
pioncer naddle steamers did not aftord the
requisite room and conveniences for pro-
portionate batteries. It was evident 10 all
seaman that the few guns carried by these
vessels wero entirely  disproportionate to
their tonnage, and  the success of the screw
was at once accepted by our est think®rs
as asolution of the problem. The Princelon,
the felicitous conception “of Commodare
<tackton, was a move in the right direction
which we faled at the time to follow up,
el still continued o baild  sidewheel
steamers,  ven after the screw was de-
ytermined on as the motoe thero was mant-
jlested 2 great indisposition to sacnitice gun-
poe ter o facility of slufuing ono's position ;
an { the live frigates of the Wabash class had
yonly rmxdiwy power, slthough the conser~
vative sparit of the day reduced the effective
; force of the battery one ﬁmiii by substitut.

(g on the spar deck § inc d 10inchn
Jewof 9aad M asongmallyssigned,  This
yleicei, however, has since been remedied
by nastication ot the broadside buttery, and
ythe shugs of thus cluss now earry a weight in
(Suus better proporioncd to  ther ton
jrage, thoagh not excessive, viz. 42 9 inch,
2 Thaneh, and 210 penad nifles. Weo may
cowmark - connection wiih these ships that
ythe plans of A lmuzld Dozlgren contemplat:
cdgfor all of them an enlire spar deck bate
|1cry of 11inch guns, and the details exist

for mountingsix on tho spar deck of the
Franklin—in which, however, he was over.
ruled. Niagara alone was the first ship to
realizo the conception of speed and power
combitied ; but owing to faults of construe:
tion she never was a favorite ship.

Wo next come to vessels of the Zariford
olass, whicl were constructed to carry a res-
pectable armament combined with full
power of movement. If we assumo these
ships to have been well armed, as is admit-
ted by every one, and take the ratio of
weight of battery to tonnage—the lightest
armed (Martford, Richmoad—16 of 9 inch in
broadside), will give us u factor of 108 lbs.
of gun to each ton. The heavier ships of
the class, Brooklyn, Pensacola, armed with
20 9inch and 1 11 inch, give a factor of 130
lbs, to tha ton., Apylying the least of theso
factors to tholatter ships of the Plymouth
clusg, we have a total weight of battery of
121,176 1bs.—50 tons proportionate to their
tonnage. Now these ships were originally
desiguoed to carry 2 11 inch in pivot; but for
constructive reasons, the after pivoliwas
o;_niued, and tho battery modified to consist
o
WEIGHT OF

GUSS. BROADSIDE.

1 11 inch, 16.000 1bs.. .......130 lbs. (shell)
6 Sinch, 39,000 lbs.........1921bs ¢
1 GO pdr., 5,000 lbs......... GOlbs, ¢«

60,000 1bs. 388 1be.,

a weight of guns and broadside entirely dis
proportionate to their tonnage,

Substituting 6 9inch guns for the 8 inch,
increates the weight of battery, and of
broadsides, to 75,000 and G616 lbs respec.
lively. Bat, in fact, these ships should car
ry

WEIGHT OF

GLUNs. BROADSIDE,

1 11 inch, 16,000 lbs ..139 Jbs. (shell)
10 9inch, 90,000 lbs........350bs,
113

160pdr., 35,0001bs........ 60 1lbs-

111,000 tbs. 546 lbs,

It may bo claimed, however, by some,
that these ships have not suflicient breadth
for the 9 inch, and that their deck beams
and scantling are too light to support such
welghts. - IT this be really the case. then we
would propose, us a compromise, for such n
ship an armament of

WEIGHT OF
GUNS. BROADSIDE,
3 11inch, 45.009 1bs. . .......408 lbs, (shell)
[ 100 pdr., 9,201H1bs. .. ......J00 lbs, ¢
. 57,200 1bs, 508 1bs,,

which, with a less weight ot guns than the
battery just assigned, would give a power
of 508 10 388, Ltisalso to bo observed that the
pivoL carnnges cover 5o many of the beams,
and the weight being thus distributed over
a groater surface, the 11 inch strains the
vessel less than the 9 inch, mounted at the
side ona Musilly carringe. From actual
measurement, however, it appears that the
ships of this class have at least five (5) ports
of a side which will slloie the muzzleofa 9
wmch gun to como 12 inches inside the port,
affording amplo space for loading and
sponging in actual firing, at which time
tnfles generally disappear. In mere exer
cising there may not be couvenient *pace
for tho in tackle blocks: hut this incon.
venience is surely not of so much impor
tanco as to sacrifice to it the graveconsidera

tion of calibre,




