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FREiN;CIL NAVA 'PACi'îa-No 1. loythe footto le"dit ccrding te aprecen-elrted plan. Itwas thusthat ini the sevenl
(Froml*t United Sates Arniv and XariJouna.î teath century, that poriod of gront naval

Thora coins te ho no apology nocessary battles, fleets ivore led arnon g the t5hoals on
for offering the foIloiving translation ta the the coasts of Flanders, entered the Tlîanies.
resders of the Journal. Tho great changes or foreed tho pass igo into lieo'de Janorlo.
la the stylo of ships-of %var necessarily in- Tt iras flic saine iyben rnanouvr!ng to ain
volve a change trra the systora of tacthes thàe tîather-gung-o ofan cnoniy. WVith tlîis
which provailed in tho davs of saiiing ves advaujtage wvas sectured a poeition for bring
sels; but the bcst autizorftios hava not yet ing on a dciveatn. h ol sgai
8grecd upon tlic partîcular Systeus which is then %vas the oxamplo of tho adinirai. Hlo
to replace tlic one ret aside. was thîe first in tlie fighit, findt tho others fol-

Tho Prussians havt kcpt up a squadron 1c :Yed to support him.*
cf evolutions ns a scbed. of pr.îcticeeor their WVhen the signal vocabulary greiv intoa
navy, and for tho purpose of experimnn ô reai lan uage, naval tacties loai ifs simphicity
and striking out a noir theory of tactic ; nnid nd beceîmo a science. This Chùange coin-
wo have soino of the results of their lahors -pletoly altered tho character of' naval bat,
in the ivozk of Admirai flontikofT. tils. Desp)erate oncounters ivorosucceeded

The Engiish aro constantly exercisingi by a strategy nore sk-ilîful pierlaýps, but, if
their iî'on.clad squndrons in naval evolutions t ono inay bo allowed the ex'pressionî, a Sirat-
but the result of-their practice have neyer tegy less eflicacious and iess conclusive in its
been fully ruacle publie. resuits. Thp principle %vas ratlier to pro-

TheoFrenchi haveû also, kept up a squaîlron serve oue's otvni ships tban ta dcstroy those
of evolutions. During the years lISOS-'7Oü oftflic cnomy. Great stress iras laid upen
tho aqunuiron iras cemmanded hy Vice-Adi preserving the rogularly formied linos, lvhich
mirai Jurien de la Graviere, irho bas given t oirover .lifficult to break throughi, p~roduc-
us tho henefit of bis oxperience in a paper ed but little corresponding effeet upon those
cntitlcd *Consideratiocs Gencrales sur la' of Ilo cnemy. A meoepassage oofarms tooký
Tactique ŽNaval. Escadre <'Evolutions tf lco or the dcadly yardarmn ai yard
ISGS.70.'" Coînîng fromruia ofilcêr of suc> arm encouaters, and rotreat-b wirero ~onkger
bîgh reputation, and fresh froi tiro years'' eoivcrted iet rou.ts. WCe have thus ail the
schooiing in actuai. commnnd or a squadron tnIvantage,, irliili floi frona order and
cornposed Of thie latest type Of lîgliing slip, oiho'i, but at the saine tUrne tiust renounce
theso Ilconsidorations"I are certainiy worthy1 thoso derivedl fromn individuai enterpriso
of attentive perusai. an exisedthi

Iappears from the texi that tlie Admiral a darng.sol aln osl xseti
iras enîrusîeâi w-itb the duty of rcvising the judicious systema o! tacuics-wlîicfl preveat-
Frenchi naval signail books and tho systen ed groat disasters, even îf it shut out ail
o! naval tactics, and it ivas in pursuance c hope or briiêlitt successes-ha.d, utider
this duty that hie carried bis squ-idron' more th 1 fi one aspect, sound reisoii t9, suip-
through a complote series or ovolutione, port it. As shlis cegained vith ditliculiy a
manoeuvres, and formations, rejecting froin~
tlic oid systera ail that appcared useless, and *îî ,s inorpsting- ta obç(lrvo Ini MIS connertion
retaining thoso only îrhich, seemed of the îiîî~WLti mciixo 19iig 11h

14 taîaiZ îu~~îjiaoprativeiy re.
mlost utility for the geacral purpose o! figlit (-Prit period. *'J-i.s il vu arc told, -iiien
mng and n.tvjZaior. 1i Dtkp ef Yoric and %dinfr.il of Lengiand. coin-

Plie *fticle wili ho found ant Iongi in theîliuîUisig tuie llritwaslue i fileth Dutil war or
"RevamaicimetcloilesJuly 18 î0 " or day 11"xa1% for t1irecing the prIUClIMI evotl-

la former days largeoflets iero sailed and .>fSnillienChs cate ris ini
fought iîhout having recourso to any véry~ ltt. ortlir sti oWln andg aier trriuî
complicasted rules. Cruising ini tho Englisli SaIi ' n Fllîg Irsrcioz Isac- .ol

rcspeeevtia oiliccr. and atUlln ut U13~ fCeciCbSL...Àl or tho1North sea, aflct of eightys roit iat piri taîd (111w luc)iNut the Ame.rr.,sail of tho lino %vould pcr!orm evolutions leanwiar thjcý iere practiccil in tie isavy " Vivre
iill but a smali nureher of signais to direct jivre tiso signails wilt)u fizigssu jaas Umc cariy
lis movemezîts. flioso signais ivere ofien wa~mIn~is fh 118&=Cltofrsa, huaied and
made hy nicans of a single fing hoislcd ai cicirrd 14q-. til uillmnvr. thec iiqit' .sLliOsn * b
saine particular mastiensd or yard.arn. tile iii-pa-e for 8aling itSIeof>..jsaL> doizzct and one

Veiui. AndI %ve r(-1--Tboukutit frlg,îtO Inideposition of tho flag being significant of its signai nir a sîrilîige ssii, maC Un a tige uçi-knuià
moaning. The nuiner of conbinations ii s;gna-i ror a tk'ci, Iy lettinq 14.1 ler top-galImnt

titeci an Ürdi-j iw y a i ru ir uccesiun.*cle,'ientiry metbod adniîted of 'Vas ntur-' Aga d - ~ 'te i gu( a sign.lî,,iumii 1
ally very lirniied. It soinetimes bappencd 1i tch en,,:,, tiCc.- Tl,, Dnicli nin ri i
thatanadmiral ontrusted to one oflicer pos- 1 reqiiency ot li usé, sepns to lias-o Lee01 pari or
nossing his confidlence tho sLition at the bowig g TrAN&SLATOI 1

a

'7voa t Ily osition, it hocamo ai important
po ainat tha, t "nos part o! a Ceet should full to
ieeward i and in a nicle trieîîdly vessols
mnight ia the confusion bo oxposetl to oac>
etliers tire. To avoid tiiesn di2advantages
thora iras adoptel crie invariable order o!
hatie-an order roadily fornied, ndi ono
whlicls ivas maintained ai ail hrnzards. Rlan-

geli one longý iino ahoad, tlic fieet tvas
rey tobring is bronuisides iet play, or
coutl easily close lis uvings on tho centre or
on jitlier extrernity of the lino the admirai
judged te ho threaienod.

Great naval captains hasu sornotîmes set
aside ruies likoly te hamper thonr impotuos-
ity, yet thoir triumpbs ia ne ivay invalidate
the utiliiy o! the principles they set ait
nought. Their victorios %vote dtuc to tire
causes ivhich Ili ne, ivay affect tho sciontifia
discussion. Naval batiles, lioivover hadly
plannod, may resaIt ia victory îhrough oh.
stinacy amnd intrepidity. The holdiiessa nd
determination of Suffien ofien repaired bis
faults. In êuci> a case ire niay attribute
success te a moral cause. A difference in
the orgaiîizatioiL of fleets bas h eozi in rnany
cases the maicrial cause. Tho imueront
iveakness o! our (the French) marine justifi-
cd the rashuess of Nelson. Steain r.aeîzcs
are froc froa flic preoccupying causes duo
te tactica under satl. 1!îhoy are preserved,
tiîey hecomo a source o! embarrassinent
uvhich la turne of wira is a source of danger.
Tho noir motiva poiver leaves3 ne proiext for
inaction- why hamper t with theotcl%
ruIes ? It is not only thie facilîîy of moeo
nientj it ia, ahove aIl, tho rapidîty wiii>

ilthdistances n>ay be traversed svhich dis-
tinguishes. thefileei of the prescaiday. For-
merly Urne %vas scarcely over ivanting for
il e admirai fil transmit lits orders. Nor it
iniay ofion occur that a mevemoant, ivill cease
te ho opportune ere the signal prescribing
il ho perceived. Sînce, thon, a flect must
ho s0 often exposed to romain. ivthoutl di-
moction. it is ivell te liahituato i te do wit-
oui.

Cbargod by the Miinister of Mlarine iYt>
the task of revising thie signal book and the
officiai systern, of tacticq, ire have net lost
siglut o! tise conditions under wvhich, such
reviksion should bc madce, Ia studying the
naval baties ef fermer trnes, in order te
draw froin thon> deductions applicable te
the presenit, il is net lessens in t.actics ire
sbouid seek for. WVe shouid, vin the risk> a£
boing lad asiray by idie and profitlesa ro.
soarches, for the instruments of naval irar.

raro ni ou r disposaI ta day admit of entircly
nave coinainations and exclude aIt servile

imitations o! tho past.
Evolutions and tbe various orders of bat,

île aire xnercly, se te spoak, the perisable,


