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TI?.and trutli. The CoStly, 11llusiVe, Unraghteous reqim i of Ve may thpn conclude this necessarily frignientnryAN D AN I D PE D NT pyrotechnics is over ini Fngland fur the prescait, and ppe wi.th one or two conclusions, drawn front the

________________________________-~ avetrs Gornai band. on th hitt~ place :The righit ta farmulate the Chris.
TORONTO, TIIURSDAV, AIL 5ili ibbo. tiin f-tti' ,nd icmand ssent tberctoas under author-

Ali communicstiontror the Edisorial. News of t-hurchet. and Coitts- hCED.TERBLTOIT NTýii as no fo'îaxdatinn in the WVord of Cod, nor any
dneColuni shold te addressed su the Ni aibtiinr Edilor, 1 - ctnn:rsadrsa h >ebtra Cuftllna~, carly ecclesiastical hi3tory. Let this

Pato-s and churrh oflicers are 1 uîîirlyrqtssed go Iorward mas Claurc its are aniong the niost eiaboratc and bc noted.
(or I New% of tht ChUTdC1 , oluitin tborough.goiag of the citeds of Christendoin. The 1 Sccondly:- The h istory or crecds lias been that of

TU soNcaIS11 Adianasian .rc smr chlld's play cam- bittcrness and divison, s0 that the experiment, even
TUEEN LIIIRLCTQ S.parcd ta thcni. In the ternis of subsctiption ilîcreto if allowablc, has utt irly failcd in ccmnenting in one

THE English elections arc vittually over, and the at present authorizcd by the E-sîa.blishced and Fret sPtrît the Christian Church. Formulated dactrin. i
T restait has been ane of those surprises which ;Churciacs of Srotland, not oniy does the subscraber mnay have thcar îrc~,îcertainiy in promoting unicy

gengeral clections have alforded af late ycars, alake in 1 declare that lie sinî-erciy owns and believes the îvhole thcy uttcrly 1.ail.
Canada and England. The anticipations of boit, doctrine contained thercin, but thit hie also "disownsj Neandcr's rcfllction rnay wcll bring ibis article ta
parties a--gcd train a rcduced Conservative uaajority J ail1 Ilopish, Arian, Socinian, Arn.;nian, Erasitan, and a close, IlChristiaaity shewed its1f in doctrines as
ta a sanalli Uberal majanîty-not a single xi.an, sa fart othcr doctrines, tencts, -.id opinions, whaîsoever, well as in hugisan lie to bc no consti-aining, dead, and
as we have been able to find, anticipiîang such a %St Icontrary ta and inconsistent with the ç.nçesblon cf klang letter, but a spirit devcioping i-self frecly, and
revulsion of public feeling as the vote would indt-Late. taih." %Vhat lias been, is, the practical rcsult as ta proanoting is civi fret devclopent,-ig living spirit
Only a few iveeks ago a Conservative friend, writing 1 unity in the country wherc perhaps mure than an any tthat anade alave also. It was left ta cacl: mani ta ap-
ta us, said : 'ILord Beaconsfield is to-day the mosit lother a crerd has had opportunity to manafesi lts propriate Chrasttantty to hiniself in bis oivi individual
popular man in Engiand,» and the writer had what lie t binding power ? A D). 1647, the Gencral Asseby ai mode, and when once appropriated, tri exhiit it again,
thought goad grcund for his belmel; but the ruthicss the Church of Scotland approved ai these stanards in in bas awn andividual mode, in his spiritual lifs.V
triath shews how completely bie ivas mistaken. We terms as aibove, yet i. lcss ilian two centuries we finit Wauld the present churches be the warse for the
do flot bring politics, mucti less Imperial ones, into Seceders, l3urghers, Anti-Burghers, 014 Light and Ilcarning of these tessons?
the pages of the INDEVNsET ordinarily, and if we New Light flurglicrs, Synod of Relief, rmontons and
did tue shoîîld hesitate: ta expres very muc hop subdivisions, the" "Marrow"controversy,.tnd the bitter- CONCERNVING A LA TEg VISITOR.
tram thet anticapated new regie, for experaence nas i ness octvcen Maoderates and Evaz1gelicais, uniiU tolc
shewn us that men in office are very différent ta the great Disruaption movement or 1843, which inovemeniT HERE are Infidels and I nfidels- mens an the one
saine men oui af office; and sa act they must be sa, t las passeil into history. AndI naw, dots nal the state T hand who arc hionesi doubters ; surrounded by
whatevcr their personal convictaons and desare3 may tof theologv in the Establisheci Church of Scoiland the mystery af life, calletI, perhaps, ta pass through
bc ; office brings with it certain inexorable positions; cxenaplify hoîv the narrow Church bas become the is darkness, or ta drink ils bitter cup, they doabt
the country is ofien comiited ta a policy that it is mother of the brond ;andI the unhappy state of the everyhîng, doubi a Divine Providence, daubt a Wise
ail but impossible ta abandon or change. For in- Free Church on the supposed tcndency of its younger andI loving order in the îvorld, doubt tht Divine
stance, the Liberal Govcrnment will go inta office theological professors is not far from the antipodes of authority of the WVord of God, doubt the very exis-
with the Afghan difficuliy still unsettled. Wliat wili unity. Rigid creed subscription bas flot saved the tence of a GotI. There <s na pleasure in their unbe.
îiaey do ? As a matter of principle îhey might feel Scotîish Churches, under mast favourable circum- lief; tht>- îvould, believe if they could, but they cannai,
thai il would be rîghî ta wiîhdraw aur troops firomr stances, frotin strift andI division. Nor have îhey and they go on carrying their ioad of sorrow until
thai country andI put tings in an ante bellarn status ; saveil any Church, pasi or pressent, that manifested tht lighî breaks in upon their mind, as il always does,
but, looking ta the people wîth whoîn they have ta lensi vitality. On the titît page of every creed ta sooner or later, and tbey marvel that they shoiaid
deal, wha undtrstand nothing about a change ai which subscription is der.îanded should bce wrxtten, so have remained so long in lte iliraldot o! darkness.
policy in the Home Government but who would cer- far as unity and cbarity are concernied, Teke. The To aIl such every trauc Christian will extend a fra-
tainly aitribute the action ta fear, it would be danger- so-caiied Athanasian creed may be interpreted as Sa. ternal hand, ivill bear with their doubts and unlielief,
ous ta the peace af the Indian Empire, andI mighi in- cinian or Sabtîlian, accarding ta tht meaninggiven ta andI patiently help theni ta an ianderstanding of the
valve an expenditure af blood andI money frightful ta the theologically ambiguaus words,,Oerron,s.ub.rlattce, light and truth.
'-nexnpiaîe. They will bave iherefore ta continue tu and sa with them, ail. There is a second class-coid, calm, logical men,
some ext:i r nolicy which they have bitîerly con- There as no trace o! a creed mu the Apostolic îvbo say that thcy wiil only believe what theycan se,
demned wifle out cf omnce, alla -~~i', n> doubi, br Church nor for a century aftcr the last Aposile iiad touch, prove, but who by a strange perversity are exer-
taunted andI badgered accordingly. Very mnuci -f departedl fr'am lis labours, unless wc accepi, as well cising faiih on a vasti rumber of the concerns of every-
the action of ihe impcnding Liberal Government will we may do, Mark viii. 27-29, Ronm. x. 9, nnd the bap- day life, as in f.act îbey are compelled ta da-men
depend upon wba is premier; if Lard Hartington, tismal formula, Mati. xxviii. 19. It is samrewhat moac whn would exarnine mind with a scalpel and anato-
there wiil be few changes that will bcthought radical; ihan doulirful îvhether such expressions as " fori of mizethesaulwithadisecingknife.- Theyhavetraced
if Mr. Gladstone, wc may look for a boider and -note sound wo)rds," 2 Tim. i. 13, etc., bave more than a lafe taoits primordial manifestations ; whaî is bebind
entri;c*ic course of action. So far as regards Can- general a eference ; certain it is that no traces o! such that tliey neither know nor care. With these even, we
ada, andI aur connectian witti the mother country, wz forms as the advocates of creeds desire can be discov- can have somne sympathy, for i is truth they have dei.
do nat suppose ihat a change of ministry will make cred carlier than the period A.D. 175-200. fied, aibeit an abstraction, instead of Hitu Who is
any difference ta us ; aur position is s0 iveli deflaîed, Pliny the vaunger, in bis celebratcd letter ta the Trulhli iself, the saurce of ail iruih in the universe.
the q~uasi independence we enjoy is so unquestioned Emperor Trajan, about the beginning of the second There is yeî a thîrd class-mea af the ingersoil
an tht one side and so satisfactory ain the other, the century, speaks of hymns sung ta Christ as God, and stamp, though but few witli a tubhe of his ability-men
points of contact thai mighi prove irritating are so an such passages as Rom. ix. 5, 1 Tim. iiii. 16, ive may whose minds are essentially coarse andI cruel, who
few, that in ail probability we shall be unaware prac- discern brnes of such hytuns ; but hymns are flot cans find an the baliowcd associations oi the vast ma-
tically ai any change. The Eastern question is waîh- creeds as we may Weil know seeing IlJust a:- 1 amn jority ai their fellaw citizens, malter only for ridicule
out doubt tht one on which, just now, tht m.ost inter- without one plea," finds its îvay <nia the Unitarian andI jest-men îvho take tht most sacred feelings af
est is tekt, flot only in England but throughoaî tht hymnai aiong with "lRock of Ages," even as tht Uni- the best and ablesi men wha, walk uan the earth and
continent of Europe. Mr. Gladstone bas been so un- tarian hymn " Nearer my God ta Thec I is sung im- make themn tht subjecîs of horrible ribaldry, who can
dip!omaiically outspokcn on ibis subjeci that there is passionately by the rigidly orîhodox. set notbing in devo-ted andI sanctifled lives but h>-po-
a large amount ai uneasiness in somne capitals and a V/e frcly grant that faiah, in a thinking man, must crisy, an pure andI elevated teachings but c'ant, in
corresponding amount o! rejoicing in others ai Mea assume some objective form-becomne forînulated for the faitb that prompts ta tht grand-qt self-tacrifice,
Liberal victory. There a-te many homne questions re- bîmself at least-bence no surprise need bc expresstdl andI the hope that fills tht humblest lot P~b eace
quirîng ta be grappled with. The suffrage, church at the development af a dogmatic forin af sound and joy, but an absurd delusion-men who turn away
establishments, the landI lawç, wiîh other anomalaes words, but even after sud>i forms appear it dots flot frrat every prancîple an tht Word of GatI that is en-
andI evuls, have te bie disposed of; andI as this election sem that they were matIe ta assume an authoritative nobling, andI tram, very manifestation afi t in the
bas sbewr. that liter, which was supposed ta be king form. As the laie principal Cunninghiam, ai tht Fret laves oi men andI women that is beroic, andI sîaop
in England, is flot by any imeans so miglaîy, we hope Clîurch College, Edînburgb, expressly states, "lThere tdown inta tht guiter for sarte debauchee wha <s as
that the new Governmcnt will stili further wçaken ivas no church, wh;,l, during tht firsi flareecenturies, blatant an unbelaevcr as they, and then endcavauring
is influence, by, at the ltast, giving a hearty support atcmptedl to exercise, or was recognized as entitied ta ta bide hits pollution witb the tinsci of rhetoric, ex-
ta tht Local Option Bill, if they do not go any exercîse, authority ta impose a forra upon the other dlaim, IIThese be thy Gods O 1Israel ? Yet, further,
further. clîurches af Christ." these men are uiterly dishonest ; many of theni are

Aiîhough, as we have saidir mudli must fiai bce x- Of course maîters change when we arrive ai the totally ignorant o! the Bile; they bave caught a few
pected, ai firsi, at any rate, tram the neir Government Nicene age, when Christian consciausness graovs outi deas as ta its contents, but in reality they know jusi
wboevcr may bie fis leading mind, yet we bave the of ils chilillike faith int a critical apinionativeness. as much (and just as hit>e about the original cf tht
satiEfaction af feeling that they, as a body, are men of For iliose wlîo disown tradition andI ding simply ta Assyrian inscriptions - andI even with such mens as
truc prîncipies, andI wili endeavour ta shape their the Scriptures, the iattie-ground o! antiquity, how- Iragersoll, wha rnay knaw more of its farts, tither they
policy in accord with the cetenal princliples of right ever, is passed w<îh the Nicene age. fait ta understand whit multitaudes of the scholars in


