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trouble. Coneequonitly we can understand, on theone hiazd, hoiv the anointing
of tho siok with oil by Apostolie command wouid eimply be a natural eastern mode
of conveying to the sufferer a sense of comfort, and a sentiment of good checer,
and on tho othor hand le ne more to be adopted as a practice by us than ie the
eastern mode of salutation by bowving the body almost to the earth, and pro-
nouncing a solemn benediction of 1'Peace."1 If we grasp the hand, and speak
words of hope and joy over the bed of sickness we practicaily ddwhat, these ancient
Christians did when they anointed tho sick with oil. It 18 the spirit of the deed
not the forni ive are to take up. We have need to get rid of that Judaie temper
iehicli miakes us servile imitators of the manners and eustoms of an ancient race.
Religion is a life that muet work olitwards througli the naturai surroundings of our
own position in modern society,--not a somnething that nccessitatee, the plitting on
of an outwvard garb altogether allen te our natural habit.

Ti/te hcaliinq of theâsckcin primitive tintes, in ansiver te prayer, muist not bc taken
as iiecessarilJ a type of ivhatiwe are ahvays to lookc for in antswer Io our prayjers.

1 think we have ne real ground for surprise if, la those days, of the found-
ing of Christianity, ln an uubelieving and persecuting age, God wvas pleased to
conifort Hie people and fortify Hlie truth bý' exercising miractilous power in
ansver to the cry of the faithful. The era of merciful miracles introduc.-d by
our Saviour naturally einbraced a portion of the Apostolie age. But surely we
.are net te marvel if we, under our circumstances of au established Chrietianity,
arc not te take the wvords of James as always applying lu their strict literai sense
te uî. Let us eschow the dangterous habit of seizing hold of ail words la the New
Testament and applying them with ail the literalness of their original application,
te our modemn position la the church and service of Christ. These and rnany
other passages are beautiful and rlch la significance, and cheering te, our faith, if
ive regard thoni la their epecial adaptation te a etruggling chtirch that needed
etill for its encouragement and support the exercise of the supernatural power of
God, la answer te the pleading of faithlul hearts.

But there is here the generat truth, that the fervent prayer of hoty men dors
avait te bri2uj btcssings on lte sic/c in all times.

The eiders of the Churcl in those times m-ight pray over the sick, iindef special
circumetances, wvith the conviction that health weuld be restored. I say c" special
circumestances "; for I ween such holy men wvould net, la every instance, feel
moved te pray for restoration ; but whenever the Boly Spirit nioved tliem te pray
for sucb a result they were warranted te re.gard t1ie spiritual yearning as a elga
that they miglit pray with the deepeet conviotion of having their request granted.
And I an make roomi la my intelligence and heart for the belief that, even new,
a Christian man may be so inspired by the Holy Qhost te pray for the recovery
of a sick persoxi as to take tiiat conscieus inspiration as a warrant for the exercise
of faith, in the certainty of hie prayer beiag literally answered. God lias nut left
our nature entirely te our motive promptiage. But even where we are net con-
scions of snch a controlling power over the shape of our petitions, we know that
if it bu the divine ilil that the objeet of our sohecitude should recover, our prayers
on hie behaîf will avail la the order of evente te bring that te pass. And theugh
whien saylng " Thy ivill be done," we see that recovery of health dees net take
place,-we may yet be assured that our prayers wilf bring upon the sick a more
than equivalent blessing in spiritual comfort for dying heurs, and ixamortal.
strength beyond the grave.

The prayer of faith dees avail withln the ephere determined by the Provi-
dence of God at any given time. We are te, be guided in our interpretation of
that Providence by attention, ln the quietude of holy hearts, te the leadlag of
the Spirit.

Iially there iv iinstruction here for ltew guidance of t/ce sic/c and their relatives.
"1Let hlm cuill for the eiders of the Church."l It le clearly the duty of the Ohnrch
te cuire for its sick. It le equaily the duty of the eick and their friende te let the
eiders of the ehurcli know that their services are required. A plainer directionj


