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or to aak any question as to its meaning. But if ho proposed to confine himueUl
to the asking of a question, hoe ias informned that ho must givo hie own opin~ion of
it, beforo "thioothiers could judge." Then hoe retired; and whien ho ivas admitted
again, lie wae inforined as t tue op)inion tlîo asseniibly had como to. Not more
than three were thus to Ilprophesy" at any one meeting. Thora is nothing now
under the sun ; and amnong the inost conservative of religious people, wve nîay yet
seo Knox's meetings for Ilprophcsying" adopted : conîhining ail tho eseential.
quo *ties of the " Fellowsliip-meeting," and the IlClass-nieeting."1

The activities of the S. Sohool niuet ho brouglit into the Churcli ; if it wero
only for the sake of the young peop>le transferred froxîî one to, the other. A
IPastor's Bible-class" answers a certain end ; but after ail, it is not enough. The
plan, therefore, fallon uponl by some, is to get ail tho congregation togetiier in the
afternoon, and have a religious service, whiclh, over and above the devotion»l ex-
ecises, consists of "Iquestion and answer. " Not a catechianii, iîor anything for-
mally coininitted. to momiory, but such qjuestions as would sugrgest theniselves in
the " reading iii course" of any of the books of Scripture. Tiiere ivili be a back-
wvardness at flrst in asking questions of the nîinister ; and whien the ice gets broken
there ivili sonietimes ho specimnens showîî of foolisli questioning, or for the sake
iierely of posing, the pastor-and miore frequently stili of questions lîaving no re-
]ation to the passage in hand. But we arc assured by those who have given it a
good and fair trial, that tlîese things soon coine to an end ; and instead, tlîere
grows up an eagernîess to ask pertinent axnd respeztf'ul questionsi. We once heard
a returned nîissionary froin. Inidia say, that iii the miission services often a native
î-ises up gravely and respectfully, and says, "lBut, Teachier, will you explain how
this is ? " stating the dificulty hoe hâ% foind. And this without any interruption
to the decoruni of the meeting. A peculiar advantago in establishing such, nieet-
ings would ho, that the pastor can, hiaving propared himself on the particular pas-
sage in hand, ask questions (and suggest answers) until hoe gets his people suffi-
ciently familiarized withi the new kind of meeting to ask hirn explanations. So
that it noed nlot at ail wear the aspect of a failuro, even froni the very first. It
will generally bo found expedient to go througli a certain book in regular order.
It gives a miure complete idea of the scope and grasp of the hook or epistie; and
it givos the opportuniity too of touching uipon sins, failings or beetînents which.
are botter thus taken up in regular course, than if supposed to be searclicd for.
Sucli nmeetings would ho an admirable sequel to the teaching of the S. School in
younger years ; and the young churcli-member would feel that there ivas nothing
lost but mucli gained, in graduating into the Churcli out of the school. Two
other points will suggest themselves ; one front the minister's point of view, and
one from the mcmhber's. The minister often finds that information, illustration,
help. light lias comie to hirm concerning soinothing ; and like the "IAntient Mari-
niere," lie is uneasy tili hoe gets some one to whom hoe can unhurden hixnself. A
sermon is often too matiiematical in its proportions to take in ail thiese irregular
patýhes and corners of new-hroken fallow ; but they niay corne ini, either at one


