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The faîne that precedcd the Quakers te Ncw England was not such as te
vwin for themi that respect and esteem thiat is accorded to tliei at the present
day, and as fixose who found their way te the new world were nearly all
ILevellers and Fifth-iNlonarchy mnen, they did not have a fhvorabIe reception.
Bowden, a Quaker authority; says the Puritans were, Dot wholly to Mllme, and
thzit tixe first Quakers interrupted the service in the Congregàtional churches.
Soule of the first lot were put on board a ship and sent back to E ngland; oùie
of thein, Mary Fisher, tiien proceeded te Constantinople, where the Turks
looked upon her as crazed. Massachusetts soon swarnied with Quakers.
Bancroft says they cried fromn the windows at the ministers and clerýgymen as
they passed by, and that they smeared their faces, and rushed naked throuclh
the streets and iute public assemblies. Bowden admitsý that some of the
femiales, otherwise noted fur their ehastity, in times of religious freuzy, w'ould
divest themnselves of all clothing, and rush into the Congregafional churches
duringt the time of service, as a sien that the worshippers were as destitue of
grace as they (the feiales) were of clothiug. The authorities first banishied
thein, but they returned. In. seif-defence the authorities proceeded te arbi-
trary measures, and four Quakers lost their lives, which stirred up against the
MagÇTistra tes sucli a clamer that a similar course was not repeat.ed. BEvery
perLzon at the present day must condemul the act of the magistrates, but. it
should be rccollected tbat they Iived in the lighit of their day and Dot ours,
and that their act was not sustaiued by the -voice of the people. Bancroft
says "The magistrates wishied to leave themi iu peace,-" but the Doisy brawlers
iusisted on suffering martyrdom. Afiter the sentence of death vas passed, they
were sent eut of the colony, but returued to die. IlFor four centuries," says
Bancrofr, 11Europe had maintained that heresy should bo punislied by deathi;'-
iii the Netherlauds alone 100,000 suffered martyrdom; IlAmerica vas guilt.y
of the death of four individuals, and they fell vietims rather to the. contest; of
.vill than te the opinion that Quakerism vas a crime. Their own extrava-
rances created the foui enactuxent. But for them the country wýould not bave
been gruilty of bloodl."-

The~ insurgents in 'Massachusetts who had risen in artis agaiust King James
and proclainxed the Prince ef Orange, were in favor ef the restoration of the
old charter, and four-fifths of the people sustaiued theni. A minority, includ-
ing, the persens whe held office under King James, were in favor of a uew
chiarter. King William -was disposed to restore the old at first, but lie was
persuaded by the more censervative men anlongr his advisers te grant a new
charter, and a goTernor and other officers were appointed, iu whom the people
liad ne confidence, soine of theni being the noted tools of King James. The
new charter curtailed the liberties of the people, but eularged the bon ndaries
of «Massachusetts, which, under it, e-xtended te the St. Lawrence, including
the whole of Acadia. Sir Williani Phi pps was the llrst geveruer, an hon est
ina«Cn, but bigotcd and superstitious; Stoughiten, who vas appointed chief-
justice, had been a partizan of Andros, and vas hated by the people.

At that time the world believed in witchcraft, and multitudes had failen
-victinis in Enland and 5cotland. Mon began te doubt witchcraft in N[1ew
Enc-aud at this time. Some cases of witchcraft were broufrht before the chief-
justice, and hie deeided that the parties were witches according te the prece-
dents of emineut Bnglish judgcs. Several persons were cruelly pre-rsed te
death, and oahers were hanged. New England vas guilty of the death of
twenty persons for witchcraft, and the severe punishuient of ethers. In Oc-
tober, 1692, the "encrai, court, or legiÈlature, of Massachusetts abrogated the
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