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inivestmnent for the land owner te give away a factory site
if thcreby bis other lots are increased in value.

one of -lhe great'ist curses uinder which Toronto labors
is the sys:.em by which large areas ef vacant lands are
assessed for taxation at ridiculously Iow values. li an
cnterprising person puirchases one of these lots, and ert
iliercon a comfortable home, hoe is immediately puihd
therefere by having te pay mucli highcr taxes than were
paid upon the sanie lot before the building wvas erccted.

hiepreenc etUicbuidin, however, increases the value
or the neighbering vacant lands ; and se the landiord fat-
tens upon the increnient ef wealth te which lie contributes
not one cent.

If Toronto desires te become a manufacturing centrc this
pernicious system must undergo a radical c~a- 7 .Mantac-
turers are net paupers; tha. tlîey should suplicai =cuiar fa-
vers net extended te te ,; neral public. What thoy desire,
hoivever, is that there shojld be ne favered class in the
crnmunity. They do net desire te be punished for having
invested their capital here ; and they de net want ta see
landiords and land sharks fatten upon theni. Lot ail
vacant lands and unoccupied premises pay as much in the
way of taxes aq iactories, wverkingmerî's cottages and more
pretentieus esidences. Then capital will flow in and ac-
tories spri'ig up accerding te the î,atural and commercial
ndv,.ntaL;es spoken et by the Mail and Empire. But until
tbis is ( one bonuses wviil net aval] te niake Tcronto any
nior.. ot a manutacturing centra Uto.n it now i-..j

W'lR SHJIPS ON 711E GRI IT L.'A 7S.

Our esteeme.d Britisl 1;.n tail twister contcmporary, V.--3
Clevelard Marine Rec.c, wvith a burning desire te ad wance
duic inte--est et the ship building industry on the Americani
si-de oft he Great Lakes, finds that the existing trcaty bc-
tween eireat Britain and the United States but a siiglît
obstacle that can bc brushed nway by the mevement efthe
band. It renîarks that a great injustice is being worked

Ftna large portion et the population ot that country by
%à. ;è> rails the nonsensical embargo due te somle almost
tediluvian treaty placed ien the buildinig et naval ves-

sels at lakce shipyards ; ora:t lcast the treaty stipulations
standing in the wvay can only be regarded ans such. An
cas% way te get areund the £ccaty stipulation, ou-: coit-
teipirary thinks, is te revise the situation by an int,ýrna-
tional c-%mmnission organized for that purpese, or com-nitted
te the co'nsideraCÇen ef a commission te be organizcd te
setule tic Behring Sea seizures question new pending. If
the object can bce ffected in that way, wcll and goed-if
net, then in seme other wvay. To show the neighborly,
kind and concillUating spirit iii wlîicl it discus-ses the qucs-
tion we quete froni it as follewvs

War wvith Great Britain is impossible tram nay stand-
point. Her star is on the wvane, and tiicnext clip she may
trot from a first-ciass power %vill undoubtedly place lier
borç.de-cembat, as the French would say. The «.nistress
ef the seas," etc., date net at lier poril court even a diplo-I
matic embrogîlo wvith this.great nation, thon wvhy should
we hold to an ancient, and detunct tmistindersi.-ndtq inii
prehibiting out citizens tronm comrpcting for national con-
tracNs involving tic wdrkmanship et at ieast fifty of the
nuost skilled industries extint ?i

The open course to pursue is te give notice of the abro-
gation of the terms of a treaty wvhich ought no longer to be
enfor':ed, and the justice in doing so tests in the clause
th:it ý;uch treaty stipulations may be closed aftcr due no-
tice bas been given by either of the principals to the orig-
inal agreenment.

The only equitable course, then, for the U'nited States
te pursue is to grant permission to the immense and valu-
able lake shipbuilding îndustry to compete for ail govern-
ment centracts which the wvaterway to the coast is adle-
quate te accommodate, even if it is, as wve nowv must per-
force acknowledge, a v-aterway througli Britishi territory.

The waning of Britain's zstar is net visible at this tiije;
and the idea is laughable that the United States is a first-
class power on the water, or at ail likeiy to place hier hors-
de-combat. The inférence is, judging*fromi what the Mar-
mie Reviewv says, that because the United States is a flrst-
class power, and Britain is net, therefore whether Britain
is willing thereto or not, the old treaty arrangement must
bc abrogated.

But how are Anierican war vessois built on the lakes te
find their Nvay to the ocean except through B3ritish terri-
tory ? Is it prbposed to take tbem through British terri-
tory against the consent of British authority ? It would
not be a neighborlv act te attempt te do so, and our ct.n-
temporary evidently sees difficulties in the wvay when it
suggests that therc mîghit be a modification ef the trcattv
even if it goos only se far as te permit American wvar vos-
sels not intended for lake use te pass through Canadian
canais and wvaterways.

Another Cleveland jouri.L', the Marine Review, recently
published a letter froni Senator N-Icbilla-n, of Michigan, in
wvhicli he discussed this question, and in -%%hich he e\-
pressed the desire that the existing treaty might bc- se
modilkcd that American lake-built ships rright be allowed
te pass througli Canadian waters te the ocean. 'lit oc-
curs; te me," lie says. <'that even should such vessels be
buîlt in tic lake shipyards for use on the ecean, the ques-
tion of getting them te ide -water would stili, remain.
This could bo acconiplished only through the Canadias
'-anals, and you will reniember that during the Canadian
rebellion the United States compelled the Dominion Gov
erniment te land its troeps and munitions of war on Cana-
dien territory and transport them around the rapids of the
St. Mary's r*iv..:r, thus torbidding the use of Amnerican canaIs
for ;iirypurposes on the part of tic Dominion."~

The unfricndly act te which Senator MNcblillatn alludus
was wvhcre a disorderly element in the Canadian North-
WVest was iii rebellion against the estabiished governmcnt.
%Var was net bcing waged zigainst another ccuntry, the
demenstration being te suppress turbulence anG te main-
tain peace ; and the refusai ef the Uniied Statet, Govern-
ment te allow Canadian vessels a«rrying.arms and atmm;-
nition ta pass through their St. Mary's canal wvas iii' Cie
l'epe that the rebeilion wvould result in the disruption of
the Dominion. It -asan exltbitien ..f meanness and un-
friendliness thnt Canada should netsean forget.

Our tail-twisting neighiburs may give notice of theïr de..
-;ire te albrogate the treaty to the end that they may build
.var vessels on the lakes, but their doing seo %vil not secutc
te Hîsam thc frec passage ot -iuchi vessels te Uic ocean.
Canada commîands the situation.


