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{n thie Biind upon the awlul transition from
this world to the next,

In the firgt place, Jesus Christ gives us
victory over death by delivering us from the
doubts and fears which avose in the minds of
those who knew not the Gospel, from the tn-
certainty in which g future stute was involved,

Without Divine rev-httiony men wandered
in the dark with respect to an after life.  Un.
nssisted reason could give but imperfect in-
formation on this inportant article,  Conjece
tures, in place of discoveries, presumptions,
in place of demonstrations, were all thac it
could affer to the enquiring wind,  The uns
enlightened eye conld not clearly pierce the
cloud which veiled futurity from mortal view.
‘I'he light of nature reached little further than
the limits of this globe, and shed buv a feeble
vay upon the region beyond tha grave.
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thonght. Is the light which shone brighter
sthan all the stars of heaven set in durkness,
to rise no more?  Ave all the hopes of mun
come to this, to be taken into the councils of
the Almighty, to be permitted to behold part
of that plun of Providence which governs the
world, and when his eves are just opened to
[ read the boaok, to he shut forever ? It such
were to be our state, we would be of all creas
! tures the most miserable. The world appenrs
o chaos without form, and void of order.
From the throne of nuturey; God departs, and
there appears a cruel and eapricious being,
who delights in death, and mukes sport of
» human misery,

From this state of doubts and fears we are
delivered by the Gospel of Jesus, 'The mes.
-sage which he brought, was life and immors
taditys From the Star of Jucoby light shone

1lence, thase heathen natlons, of whom the . even upon the shades of deathy  As a proof
Apostle speaks, are described as sorrowingy i of immortality, He called back the depurted
wnd kaving no hope. And whence could ¢ spirit from the world unknownj as un earns
reason derive complese information that there , est of a future life, He Himself arose from the
was a state of immortality beyond the grave? . deads  When we comtemplate the tomb of
Consult with appearances in nature, and you | nature, we are apt to ery out, “/Can these dry
find but few iutimations of a future fife.!bones live?” When "we contemplute the
Destruction seems to be one of the great luws | tomb of Jesus, we siy, * Yes, they can live!”
i the system.  ‘The various forms of life are , As He arose, we shull in like manner arise.

indeed preserved; but while the species re-
tans, the individual perishes. Tiverything
passes away. A great and mighty river, for
ages and centuries, has been rolling on, and

! the tomb of nature you see man return to
lthe dust from whence he was taken; in the
tomb of Jesus you see man restored to life
again, In the tomb of uature you see the

sweeping away all that ever lived, to the vast, shades of death full on the weary traveller,
ubyss of eternity.  On that darkness, light, and the darkness of the long hight close over
does not vise, From that unknown country | his head; in the tomb of Jesus you see light
none return.  Qu that devouring deep, which | arise upon the shades of death, and the morn-
swallows up everything, no vestige appears | ing dawn upon the long night of the grave,

of the things that were,

‘I'here "are particular appearances which
might na'.ural‘y excite an ularm for the fu-
ture, ‘The human machine 1s so constituted,
that soul and body seen: to decay together,
‘Lo the eye of seuse, as the beast dies, so dies
the man. Death seems to close the scene,
and the grave to put a finnl period to the
prospects of man.” The words of Job beau-
tifully express the auxiety of the mind on the
subject. “If a man die, shall he live again?
‘There is hope of a tree if it be cut down, that
it will sprout again, and :hat the tender
branch thereof will not ccase.  Though the
root thereof wax old in the earth, and the
stock thereof die in the grounds vet, through
the scent of water it will bud, and bring forth
boughs like a plant: but man dieth, acd is
cut off; man giveth up the ghost, and where
ts he? As the waters fail from the sea; as
the flood decayeth.and drieth up; so man
lieth down, and riseth not; till the heavens
he no more, they shall not awake, nor be
vaised out of their sleepy”  But what a dread-
tul prospect does annihilation present to the
mind! To be an outeast from existence: to
be blotted out from the book of life; to min-
gle with the dust, and be scattered over the
carth, as if the breath of life had not oni-
mated our frame! Man cannot support he

} Ou the tomb of nature it is written, * Behold
thy end, O man! Dast thou art, and into
dust thou shalt returns Thou who now callest
thyself the son of heaven, shall become one of
the clods of the valley;” on the tomb of
Christ is written, *‘I'nou diest, O man, but to
live again. When dust returds to dust, the
spirit shall return to God who gave it. Iam
the resurrection and “ue life; he that believ-
eth in Me, though he were dead, yet shall he
itve.” From the tomb of nature you hear a
voice, “ Forever silent is the land of forget-
fulness! From the slumbers of the grave
shall we awnke no more! Like the flowers
of the field, shall we be as though we had
never been!” from the tomb of Jesus you
hear, ¢ Blessed are the dead that die in the
Lord, vea saith the Spirit, for they rest from
their labors, and pass into glory. In my Fa.
ther’s house, there are many mansjons ; if it
were not so, I would have told you. I go to
prepare a place for you, aud if I go away, I
will come again, and taks you unto Myself,
that where I am, there ye tay be also.”

Will not this assurance of » happy immor+
i tality and a blesséd resurrection, in a great
measure remove the terror and the sting of
death? May we not walk without dismay
through the dark valley, when we are con-
| ducted by a beam from heaven? May we




