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IN NO’A SCOTIA AND THE ADJOINING PROVINCES, 179

having at theix command the services of the Rev.
James Nimmo, a minister of high talent and con-
tiderable colonial experiencg, they sent him out,
on the terms originally propfred, to plant a con-

" Rregation of our Church at Vietoria, in Vancou-

ver’s Island. The earlier intelligence ‘hich,
after his arrival, came to them from that remote
region, was by no means re-agssuring. An Irish
’resbyterian minister, the Rev. Mr Hall, had
previously secttled in the colonial eapital : his
ministrations had attracted almost all the Non-

piscopalian Protestantism of this place. and a

andsome buildina had been erected for his use.
When Mr Nimmo reached his destinrtion, some-
Where abont thirty staunch friends of the Church
of Scotland received him with a hearty welcome ;
but the adherents of Mr Hall, whose laudable
efforts had entailed on them some pecuniary ob-
igations looked, notunnaturally, with a sinister
€ye on our missionary. se an intruder whose
DPresence iaterfered with the success of their
Plans. Subsequent letters, by irresistible evi-
ence, satisficd the committee that, for a minis-
ter with a family at Victoria, the covenanted
Salary of £300 was utterly inadequate; while yet,
for an indefinite period at any rate, little, or even
Dext to nothing in the way of supplement was

- likely to be contributed on'the spot: and there.

Upon an addition of £150 per annum for two

. Years was conceded, leaving the amount still ma-

terfally short/of what had been shewn to be requi-

. .ﬁte. he next communication described in

Strong language the difficulties which stoed in the
Way of the Mission, and even suggested tae pro-
Pﬂety of its abandonment ; but added that if a
iberal donstion—£1500—could be bestowed from
Rome on the building of a ¢hureh, there might
Still Be a hope of ultimate success. Sueh was
state of things at the date of last year’s re-
Dort, after consideration of which, the General
$sembly authorized the committee to do their
st, if they should see fit, for the collection, by
:,“lblcriptiona or otherwise, throughout the
‘hurch, of a special building fund for British
olumbia,

No attempt to execute this zroject was ever
:‘de' A few days after the termination of the
te‘-embly’s sittings, the committee received let-
h" of the most discouraging kind, by which Mr
mimmo and Lis managers alike. in "a strain- of
Y ter despondeney, recommended that the Mis-

90 should be finally withdrawn. Tidings so
‘verse to their hopes and wishes threw the com-
ittee into a state of great perplexity. Satisfied
t the failure was not attributable to Mr Nim-
00, of whose activity as a pastor and ability asa

Teacher they hai conclusive evidence, but
erely to the untoward circumstances in which
“:ehﬂd entered on his labours, and that it might
ta Tefore admit of an ultimate, though perhaps a
le: Y and distant remedy; they were neverthe-
tur' 8eriously alarmed at a prospective expendi-
© of indefinite amount, which, though mere

Otey ang the spiritual benefit of even a single
bey, are incommensurables, might be turned to
ﬁeme.“ account in other quarters of the Celonial
abag while yet they were extremely unwilling to
do Loon the enterprise, because if they were to

vo0 Now, they could scarcely expeet at any
sh:n Ke_nod hereafter, to obtain a footing for our
any D in the colony. ‘Before they had come to
o, ecision, however, their deliberations were
b!lrx ectedly arrested by the arrival, in Edin.
Re o f the Rev. Mr M*Lure from Londonderry.
Iﬂfl:’elt’enting the Colonial Mission Board of the
Neoy resbyterian Church, his object in visiting
sor tahd was that of selectirif a svitable succes-
doti 00 Rev. Mr Hall, who bad intimated his
tariq Nation to retire from his charge at Vie-
"aan The congregation which that gentleman

0ut to leave, had 1esolved that the vacant

office should be filled only by a S8cotchman ; and
a majority of its members were understood to
have expressed a decided preference for a minis-
ter of the Church of Scotland. To the committee
here, the transference of Mr Nimmo to the first
Presbyterian Chureh of the colony would have
been a most acceptable arrangements but the
local feeling of jealousy referred to above put this
out of the question. \With Mr M‘Lure, however,
as frank as he was generous, negotiation proved
to be both easy and agreeable. T'o occupy his
pulpit at Londonderry, and afford him the means
of forming an independent judgment on a selec-
tion of great importance, the committee sent over
one of their approved candidates.the Rev.Thomas
Somerville, in whom they had entire confidenoe,
and the result, so far. has.vindicated their choice.
Mr M‘Lure was thoroughly satisfied,and his com-
munication to that effect was responded to by a
substantinlly unanimous call, addressed to
Somerville by the congregation at Victoria-—~more
than substantially umanimous, indeed, for, by let-
ters accompanying it, the committee were assured
that the long document,had post-haste permitted,
would have contained the name in holograph cf
every church member in the place. - 8o encox-
aging an invitation was at once accepted ; and Mr
Somerville, after having been -ordained at Glas-.
ghw, sailed in February for the scene of his la-
bours. Pending the correspondemce affecting
griele arrangements, communijocations with Mr

immo were necessarily suspended. but his recal
was inevitably implied in what the committee
deemed to be the rightissue of their negotiations
—one Presbyterian congregation being, for the

resent, amply sufficient for the ehief town of

ancouver’s Island. His services have. there~
fore, been tranaferred to British Guiana, wherean
additional minister is urgently required. To this
part of their report no more need be added, than
the statement that. coneeding all that was asked,
the committee agreed to pay Mr Somerville’s
outfit and passage, and to guarantee his stipend
to the extent of £100, for one year.
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THE CHURCH IN NOVA SCOTIA.

\
Meeting of Halifax Presbytery.

THE ordinary meeting of this Court was held
in the session-room of 8t. Matthew’s Churgh, on
Wednesday. 2nd August, 1865. .

I'resent—Rev. G. M. Grant, Moderator ;. Rev.
G. W. Stewart; Dr. Avery and P. Thompson,
Esgrs., who handed in their comwissions as
representative elders of 8t. Matthew’s and St.
Andrew’s Churches respectivelv.

In the absence of the Clerk, Philip Thqmpson,
Ergq.. was apvointed Clerk pro lem.

he Rev. J. McMillan appeared, and laid on
the table extract of licence from the Presbytery
of Ottawa, which was read, and Mr. McMillan
welcomed as a probationer within the beunds of
the Presbytery. .

A letter from the Rev. Mr. Philip was read,
explaining his inabiliy to be present, and stating
that a grant of £50 atg. would bs required from
the Coﬁminl Committee as supplement for the
year 1865-6. The Presbytery agreed to make
application for the amount through the Mode-
rator. ’ e

A report waa read from Rev. Mr. Philip,

The case of the Rev. Mr. Romans, which had
been referred back to the Presbytery by the
Synod,.was brought up, and the Glerk was in-
structed to communicate with the Halifax Pres-
bytery of the Presbyterian Church of the Lower
Provinces on the subject, and. endeavour te. got




