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reach.d by aseries of slopes and "lbouches," the level land at the
bottom nover reachiog a mile in width and seldom haif a mile. It
te on these dlopes with a southemn aspect that plants characteristic
of an ari climte ame fouod, chief among themt a cactus, (OP«ntia

Miunrànui*) which i, quit. common. The grasses are those of
the driost parts of the. southero prairie region,

those wbo admire large masses cf on. color, for abundant as
individual flowers are the numbor of species is strangely smail.
Hundreds of acres wil be se. on which a single species predom-
inates to, such a degree that it colors the whole landacape. To the
writer this seomns conclusive proof of two things, the. Oit being
the comparatively recut origin of these prairies, aud the. second,
that oaly a small number cf the. prairie plants of the south cao
withstand the. climate of the. Peace River region. The most
naturaI lant of the occurrence of theso prairie species there
is tuat many cf the seeds were brought front the. south, attached
to the. buffao which formerly were very abuodant aud the forcit
haviug been destroyed by repeatcd Oires the. conditions were more
suitable to prairie species than those of the forest. Thome which
Onrt made theielves at home soon spread and occupied large
as,4 making it more difficult fronu year to year for new species to

estab theuslves. On the other baud, the sooda cf many speces
must have been been brought there, whic, if tbey gorminated at
ail, were uosuited to the dimate sud soon disappeared. But what-
ever hypothesis be adopted to, account for the prairie in the Oit
place, or the introduction cf suiable plants later on, the paucity cf
specios is very evident CaffliWa miuita te perhapi the. Most

conpiccusand du most abundaut sud not being relished by
cattie seriously interfères witb the. cutting of hay on the. open prairie.
Several spoces« ot leguminous plants are su common, the boit cf
theso for forage purposes being LaMynirw ,w~cs V"ci Auers

casa and h'dsru owt.The latter is among the most
beautitul plants growing on the prairie, sud to, soc masses cover-
ing msuy acres te a sight ot soon forgotten by ayone. Though
n«t usually a conspicuous plant, Adal usW AyqJftfli, is on the
Peace River prairies one cf the. moit valuable forage plants,, sud
it is ot uncommon te, sec the ground covered with this species

ts6


