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As; aul example 1 miglit refer to the discussion on 'Monotropa and
'Comiandrit last winter and to the r-esits zirisimr froni the questions
then considered. Maxîv other doubtful points cail for furthier stiudy.

Howv littie we knowv about the %vay in wvlich, otir common wild flowers

*are fertilized ; we knrow in a general way whichi are fertilized by wind

and Nvhich by inseets, but the partictîlar agents that perforras the wvork

for-ecd species are kuiown iii very few instances.

Even in such an apparently simple matter as the circulation of
sai» there is a great deal of uncertainty, and there is reason to bol jeve

tliat the thieoiry given in the text books requires revision. Many other
points are as vague, but enouigh lias been said to show that, in the

departnient of Botany thiere is ample rooni for all our eniergioîic..

But as I mrentioned before, important as our wvoz k as collectors
;Lwd investigators tindoubtedly is, I tlîink it second to oui- educational'

fninctions. 1 have aiready given you a brie! sketch of 'vhat 've have'
donc iii that man, and it seems cxtraordinary that so few hiave taken
advantage of the opportunities wve liave offered them. %Ve hadve hiad
not only to put the means of instruction btefore people, but have had to

persuade theni to take advantage of it. I liave even hieard parents

say that thcy did iiot ivant their children to be bothered Nvit1i Icarnincr'
i-ven the few branches of -Natural. History thiab have beeii taughîlt in our

Public Sclhools, and uliis in the face of the enormnous.benefits whicli are'
aeknowledged by ail to have been. derivecl froin scientifie investigations-"
It is not too mucb) to say tl)at tUe almnost phienoinenal strides whichi
hiave been made ini the progi ess of the veorld during the past century
are due entirely to the development, of scientiflo knowledge.

Hlaviingsaid so niuchi this evening, about ouir desire to hlviuthe
educational. advantages of the study o! Natural Ilistory, ir, rnny
naturally be asked what airc the advan~tages offered in this line by
association -witlî sucli ail organization as our Cluo? I o1dase

there are certain direct advantages of a special educational. valixe.'
FL'st amongst tliose nîay be inentioned the inculcation of miethodical.

habits of thouglit by wvhichi adl discoveries imist be exaniined. TUe
resuits of zcdi examination rntst then be carefully recorded in a ilcat

;Ind systeniatc usanner reatly loir rcf'crenci it any inute on sorne


