170

the shape of a male animal of either soit,
than his having a thin neck. I am inelined
to say, that in the new Leicester breed of
sheep, which is the breed to which I am
aceustomed, 2 1aa’s neck cannot be too thick.
Other indications of muscle are more difli-
cult to obscerve in sheep than in cattle. In
a bull there ought to be a full muscle on
each side of the back bone, just behind the
top of the shoudder bladess he onght also to
have the muscles on the outside of the thigh
full, and extending down nearly to the hough.
It will seldom happen that a bull having
these indications will be found deficient in
mescle.  As 1 writing for the use of far-
mers, it is quite unnecessary {or me to at-
tempt to give a descrintion of what is consi-
dered a well shaped bull orramj it is also
obviously impossible to express in words
what is meant by good handling. It is suffi~
cient 10 suy, therefore, that wo small animal
is fit to be used at all as a sire whose hand-
ling is nct goud. and that the more perlect
his shape is the better.

STRAWBERRIES AXND RASPBERRIES,

The months usnally recommended for
making new plantations of strawberries are
September and  Ostobe: 1 autumy, or
Marchinthe spring.  But we consider either
season as disadvantazeons. If planted in
auntumn, they often ate not sufficiently root-
ed to stand tie winter frost, if in spring the
produce has to be waited for thiough more
than a whole vear: whereas if planted in
July, the plants become well established
before winter, and 2 plemiful erop of fruit
may be obtained in the following sminmer.

The soil best suited for the strawberry is
a deep rich loam; siff clay land is consider-
ed unsuitable, but we know a garden of
several acres in which the soil is cold wet
clay, plted entirely with strawberries,
from which thie crop ix mo~t abundant, yield
ding unple profit to the owner.  The ground
shoald be trenched two feet deep, well sup-
pifed with manure. aud divided into beds
aboat four feet wilde, with nirrow pathways
between them. On these beds the young
roots are to Le planted fiom twelve to
eizhteen inches apart, according to the size
of the kind of strmawberry.  The voots should
be chosen from these runners which grow
nearest the parent plant, and which have a
full centsal cluster of leaves, those with only
one or two leaves are generally unproduc-
tive.  Strawbeniss may also be pluted in
borders, at about a foul distant from each
other, but the best system to pursue is the
fullowing:

Ist year, July.—Prepare the beds, and
lant as above directed fixing the rools firm-
y in the ground, give thain a good water-

ing, and continue 1o do sv day by day if the
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weather be dry, until they ave well rooted;
the usual rains of the end of July are general-
ly advantageous in assisting the speedy
growth of the plants, which will be well
established before winter sets in.  In the
beginning of Decen:ber spread a thick coat-
ing of rich manure around the plants, 1o
nourish and proteet them from the {rost.
Fork in the manare in April; 1aake the beds
neat, and cut off the rummers as they ad-
vance.

2ud yeur, July.—Let 2 new bed be pre-
pared, planted and diessed iu the same man-
ner; continue attention to No. 1 bed, which
this year is in good bearing order.

3ed year, July.—Make another new bed:
attend to beds Nos. 1 and 2 as before. No. 1
is now in fuli bearing.

4th year—As coon as the strawberries
have done bearing, dig np the plant in No.
1, trench the ground afresh, well mauure,
and replant. No. 2 will now be in perfee-
tion.

5th year.—Pursue the sames course with
bed No. 2. Thus yearafter year you “will
have a constant pragress and sucecession,
always two beds in full bearing, instead of
leaving your beds to become worn out and
unpioductive,

Jv planiing several vasieties, and choos-
ing dilterent aspects, the strawberry scason
may be made to continue from June to the
end of Augost.  Omne succesatul cultivator
digs trenches a fost deep, these he fills with
stunes about half their depth, upon these
rich Icam well manured is placed, wnd the
strawberries planted upon it.  The stores
e 1o prevent the roots from stiiking deeply
into the ground, in order that they may have
the full benetit of the manure, and of that
which is spread over the piants in winter.
The plan is found to answer aduurably.

Soot is 2 fine manure for the strawberries;
spread about thewm in Apil, just before they
blossom, 1t destroys slugs, and the rains car-
vy into the <oil the saline matters which act
powerfully as manure.  Rabbits® or pigeons’
dung mixed with short litter, forms the best
winter dressing. At the begiming of the
present centuiy there were only about a
dozen or twenty different hinds of strawber-
ries, now theve are hundreds of chuice va-
tieties, frem which to select in forming uew
beds.  Keen’s seedling a few years ago was
regarded as the best, combining {ine flavour
and Juge size with abundunt Learing.  This
has yielded the superimity w the British
Queen, which is, puerhaps, the best of all
Tiie price of the plantsis yearly decreasing,
in 1545, they were 10 be puichased for 3s. 6.
per hundred.  Another  wew  variety of
splendid appearance and flavour is the Biack
Prince, the price is, however, yet very high,
siv shillings for a quarter-of-a=hundred.
Mauy gentlemen adlow their gardeners 10
give away the runacss to their poorer neigh-
bours, from this source, duubtless, muny of




