SUNDAY-SCHOOL BANNER.
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formed, and whether the church attendance has
been re,

A gathering of the members for united study,
rayer and social intercourse is always helpful.
ts aims are to promote Bible study and in-

crease the Christian activity as well as the at-
tendance of students, upon the main school
and the regular services of the church, It is at
resent being quite generally adopted by the
gundny-suhooll of the United States, the
Canadas and Englanl. This method of work
has been more extensively adopted in the
State of New York than in any other section of
the country. A late report from 810 depart-
ments in that State shows a membership of
28,400 and an average addition to the member-
ship of each Sunday-school of 10 per cent.
With similar enrollments throughout the whole
Btate, there wculd be an addition to the
Sunday-school enrollment of the State of New
York of at least 250,000 members. The de-
in the Tabernacle Church, Bing-
has 212 b It reports forty
conversions and 130 additions to the main
school, including a period of two and one-half
ears. In the Congregational Church of
irmingham, N.Y., a lady nearly 80 years old
is one of the most active visitors in the depart-
ment, and "as a class of thirteen families, which
she visits av least once a quarter.

Pnnmnnb

This is what a pastor writes concerning the
success of the Home Department in his chnreh,
Read it, and then send for the requisites for the
organization: ‘ We have in our Home Depart-
ment nearly as many scholars as the school
proper averages. After six quarters I am more
convinced it is applicable to every parish. The
receipts are double the expenses. I find it
enables me to get into many families that are
just slipping out of the church. It is a delight-
ful part of my work. I can easily imagine that
in muny places the ‘ Home Classes ' might grow
into larger schools, and these into churches ; so
that the denomination that leads off in this
Home Department work would have the ad-

tage in planting church Some of my
scholars show a remarkable interest, and are
very thankful for my bringing it to them.”
Secretary Duncan, of Chautauqua, who origin-
ated and organized the Home Department as
an institution, has recently prepared a useful

little handbook on the subject, entitled, *“ Home
Classes ; or, The Home Department of the

The “Travelling Library.”

As the ‘“ Home Department " aims to carry
the benefits of Sunday-school work into homes,
and to many persons, especially adults, who
may not be able to attend the usual Sunday-
school services ; 8o a plan devised by the Rev.
J. W. Funk, of Wichita, Kansas, and called
“The Home Mission Travelling Library,”
proposes to carry the benefits of a good library
to many who might not otherwise have access
toit. As he writes:

“The design is library extension, on the
plan of the travelling library of the University
of New York, for the benefit of many who are
remote from public libraries, and to comple-
ment the regular work of home missionaries by
loaning good books. It is a new phase of
missionary effort.”

A section of the travelling library is put in
charge of a ** Local Library Committee,” which
signs an agreement like this :

AGREEMENT OF LOCAL LIBRARY
CoMMITTEE. '

We, the Library Committee of
Methodist , hereby assume charge
of Section, , N to .... inclusive,

of the Home
Missicx TRAVELLING LiBRARY, and agree
1o exerclse necessary care in the preserva-
tion of the books, and to loan them in
accordance with the prescribad rules.

Library Committee.
Pasters, for insertion in the books, contain
these

Ruwes, °

1. The library shall be open for the delivery
and return of books at such times as shall be
fixed uron by the Library Committee.

2. All persons above sixteen years of age,
approved by the Library Committee, shall
entitled to the use of the library by signing the
the Borrower’s Agreement.

3. One volume may be taken out at a time,
and retained two weeks, and may be renewed
for two weeks. A book kept over time shall
be charged for at the rate o? five cents a week,

4. If a borrower lose or materially injure &
book, another shall be furnished of the same or

Sunday-school.” It ins all the inf -
tion which anyone needs for a full understand-
i:lg of the subject. It may be obtained by
dressing the author, Dr, W, A. Duncan,
Syracuse, N.Y.—Sunday-school Journal,

later edition, or pay the Library Committee's

appraisement,

. Any peli‘-l)n inbuLng :he privileges of the
rary, or violating the foregol rules, ma;

be denied the use of the library. By a8




