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Contèdteration bas neyer been discussed sitîce 1869, there wvas once
silice dtl, whien it seemec alinost a certainty for Newfounldland, -and
that without any discussion w~hatever aniong the people.

1 should first rernark that during the v'ears 186r,-95, there had
been undoubtedly a wvcakeîîing iii the prejudic?s against Canlada, aîîd,
iu certain portions of the Island the feeling grew st rongr that we
woulcl have been better off iii the Dominion. Thing-s wvere uot going
%vell, and niany feit that it was a mistake îîot to have uuited with
the rest of Britishi North Arnerica. Mien, lu 1894, came a great
finaucial disaster. lu that yeac the Bank crash took place. It wvas
a dark hour for Newlotindland. lu our failures w"e always regret
what ive did not do that we iii.i have douie; and any other course but
the one iii wvicli tailure is met wvilli, ,eierallv seenis Io the disap-
pointed the wvise aud happy one. Newfoundland iowv felt couvinced
Nvillioutt argument thal, iri the Confederation, no sucb trouibles, would
have cone upon lier; which, lu this case, wvas undoubtedly truc.
Canada knev tlis also. On botli sides the Gulf il 'vas thought:
that Newvfoundland could neyer raise hierself again, and that Canada
wvas bier only hope. In lier discouragrenient, and hopelessness shie
corne to seek a place to trust lier troubles willi siîter Dominion ; but
not wihout bringing sonietliing~ besides trouble to offer to lier pros-
pective comiforter, for shli ac advantages to balance lier defects,
many and %grievous thoughi they were.

It mav be that Canadat thou-ght she hiad grave reason to lie re-
luctant 10 take ou lieirself« hie responsibility of bringing Newvfound(-
land, as she then 'vas, mbt Confederation. But certain it is that sle
ilot only seenied reluctant to act, but she acted as if she felt certain
that she liad il ail iii lier power to make whatever barg.tin slie w'islied
wvitli lier neiglibour. Aîîd certainly it was a liard bargain she tried
in drive. Ni\ewfouiidlaýnd îook Ibis as an expression of Canada's
feelingsb Iovards lier. Slie inierpreted it as ain attenipt to punislî her
iii lier Iliur of wezikness and wvoe for lier past obstinacy. Sickened
and brokeui inî spirit over lier troubles, she wvas now disgusted witlh
the littleness of lier big neiglibour. Her pride was %vouîidcd, and lier
spirit revived. Stie recalled lier delegates, and tw of lier people did
flot applatud lier action;- even i their distress. It w~ill be sonie tinie
ere tliat saine people wvill entirely forget thie Canada. of '8S-$


