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The Hlall of Fame.-No Roomn for Poe,

Here's a puzzle for those who, think that fame, say the farne
of genius poetic, or electrie. or mcblanic, or wlîat not, is easily un-
derstood. Twice in five years biavc, the judges (?) so-called "the
One Hundred Electors" rejectcd Edgar Alian Poe's plea for ad-
mittance!1 Poor felloiv, it is quite possible that lie personally never
dreamed of such a pica, but upon his admirers w'hio dcmnand it,
the refusai fails rather rluiiisily, especially after a casual survey
of tlic list of priviic--ed ones. Fancy deiîying Poe admittance to
thie Hall in whlîi Wh,,Iittier figures gauntly. On inquiry Chan-
cellor McCraclcen savs Poe's moral nature had to be considered.

WTecwould ScotLand put blithe Bobby Burns, and Ireland poor
lGld,"nd the judgcs over there been so contankerous. In ail pro-

l)alilitv the crae in question would consign wvatery (?) John-
Keats to flic ash barriel and Sbelly to the gutters-had they been
Americans. To wbat part of the braying nienagerie have Mc-
Cracken anîd his couincil consigned tbiemsclves by tiîis sentence?-
WbVat have tiiese judges set up for tlienîýeIves as a standard of
literary criticism? Sàd and vrigabondislî as Poe's life becanie, ail
truc rccords show him an amniable nian, a grood husband, a truc
fricnd; lus luckless career can hardly be deemed ail the result of any
scr.ious defect in bis mioral nature. Wbio bias ever thouglît of lugging
iii the morals of Hoier-wbien inaking out the Iist of the wvorld's
poets? Does flot a poet's title to fanie lie in bis poenis? Wlîatever
bc the usefulncess of Mras well as MNrs. Grundy, in regulating
society-they should not be consultcd by the builders .cf a Hall of
Faine; admission lucre does not mnean exactly the saine as canonîza-
tion. Tbe fact tlîat M\cCra-,cken lis proved !îimself incapable of
rising above tlic Grur.dy level deionstratcs luis total Jack of ability,
to sit in the perilous seat of judgmnent. He said that Poe's pocins
iack of siiucerity. Thîis sounds like New England cant about truth.
Poe does îîot " slop over" into weak persoual and local sentiment-
ality-he did flot, like soi-e others dowvn East, desecrate the noble
gift of soiîg to air peculiar politicýal prejudice-s and aninuosities; his
quarrell w'viti tlîc Rav'cn does not mean anytlîiig in particular as to
ilhe Black Man. H-e, likec the other real singers expresses a quaiity


