
I

347

above, tliat a Iiydro-Electric Commission 'vas appointcd, withi
extensive powers. This commission, after two ycars' w'ork, issued
its report, whieh contained a great fund of information as to the
extent an(] nature of water power* ini this province. Upoin receiving
this report mi Act was i)assc<l by Parliiamieut, whiclh vested iu the
commîission pjowu*rs of e.-xprol>riaztioni of lanîd, w'ater p)owers, and
eveil the p)rodueýts of the Nvater puwers, if uiecessarv. 'Plie Act wvas
a drastie imeastire, for it wvas the intention of Uhi memibers of the
Legisiature that this lawv w'as to, accomplishi definite resuits, suelh
resuits as the people ait large desired.

Wliencver a coumîunity, or municipality, desired a supply of
electrie power, the commission %vas applied to. 'Tli commission
ilion establishied a planit at the nearest w'aterfalls available to pro-
due eleetrie power, and froxui lc rau their transmission condluits
to the locality 10 be supplied. Thec elettricity thius gcncrated and
traumiatted, often to greal. distances, îvas sold by the commission
at alinost cost price. Iii case the water poiver îvas already under
the control of? sonie private corporation the commnission obtained
electricit.y fron this corporation at as low a price as possible, and
tiien delivercd it ilirougfli its owil transmission huies to the inunici-
pality. On ail occasions thie commission have dea-it niiost satisfac-
torily îvitlx private coxupanies conitrolling watcr powcer.

Ontario lias beexi the tirst province to takze over the control of
its w'ater powcers, and the policy of the Provincial Goveranut la.ý
been a decided suiccess. Thei other provinces are contcxnplatiug
followiîxg the example of Ontario. lui the past tîxere îvere &io laws
or regulations UI)on tixis sibject, and oîîe (esiriug to obtain control
of a water power could g-t it, as a rile, for nothing-, uipoi applica-
tion to the -autiiorities. Now, however, publie sentiment lias been.
aronsed, anîd Nvater power is recoguîzed as a publie asset, an asset
t.lîat must bc admnistered in the sense of a publie utilit-y and for
the publie benelit. If the governiients of tlie several provinces
enaet wise reguilations in regard to hydro-electri;e nergy, Uhe people
of luis country %vill never have to pay unreasonable and e-xiiorbitant
prices for îvater powcer.
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