
TI-11-E CANADA PRESBYTERIAN. (July 18th, 1894.

'Qlulr tontrfblitors.
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il' KNOXNIiAN.

%Vbtber the Prcsbyterian plan af settling
pastors aver cangregations is the only scrip-
tural anc or net, is a qluestion that need net be
discussed. The fact that Presbyterian people
would have fia other, makes discussion ai that
question a %aste ofitime. S ome ifitbose wbo
would kick niost violcntly il the rigbt ta vote
for the minister werc in any way inter(ered
witl, might be sorcly puzzled if asked ta give
the scriptural argument in favaur af popular
election ; but let that pass. Every sensible
mlan knows that the voters ai the Adamn family
cling ta their votes even more tenaciousiy than
they da ta their mnncy. A citizen wba neyer
voted rit a poliiical, municipal or scbool trustee
election wilI threaten ta averthraw the comn-
trion-weath if bis namne is taken off the vters'
list. A Presbyterian that neyer attended a
cangregational meeting in bis lufe, that bas ta
be bnntcd up witb a herse and buggy in arder
ta get him. ta sigo a caîl, wiIl threaten ta aver-
turn the churcb if yen question bis rigbt ta
vote. Voting for ministers is bere ta stay.
Sensible people deal witb men and systems
as they find tbem.

Apart altogether tramn what the New Testa-
mient inay say an the question, wc tbink the
rigbt ta call one's spiritual adviser may be
succcssfully defended on cammun -sense
Rrounds. If a man is ta teach me twice cvery
Lord's daY, if he is ta enter my home and
stand in marc confidentiai relations ta my
famniiy than any ather man stands, except per-
haps the family docior ; if he is ta pray with
rny dying and bury my dcad, surely I sbauld
have somietbing ta say in the selection of that
triao. The argument frarn justice and corn-
mion sense seerns unanswerable. And yet the
fact remains that aur Episcopalian and
Mtbodist friends get along fairly wcll, ai-
thougb the people bave vcry littlc ta say in
the selectian ai their spiritual advisers.

But supposing wc assume for the purposes
af tbis paper that the right way and the oaly
rigbt way ta select a pastor is by papular vote
af the people, dues it foliaw that cangregatians
shold take a year or two in daing tbp thing
when it migbt be done mucb better in hall or
one-third ai the tinme.

There may be far tao mucb tîme spent in
doing a right thitng un a right way. It is a
good tbîng for a man ta take bis dinner, but t
rnay be a very injurians tbîng for him ta dine
al afternoan. It is a gond thiog ta sleep, but
the man wbo sleeps aIl day wili scion muin bus
business. It s a gond tbîng ta preach, but fia
%visc preacher will go on for tbree hiaurs an a
bot July day. It is a gond tbing ta visît
your ntended, but no young man should draw
taoa eavilY Upon bus prospective fatber-in-law
for ightl or stay until bis future matber-in-law
walks about in the iront yard and says she is
laoking for the marning paper. It may be a
good ting for people ta cali their awn pastor,
but wby in the name of carfmon sense keep
on bearing candidates ater every sensible
man ini the cangregatuon says bc bas beard
at iast baîf a dozen wba would bave suited
quite weII.

The evls that graw ont of prtracted vacan-
cies arc many and saime af thern are ai a vcry
serions type. WVe arc net by any means cer-
tain that the %vrst af the evils is the loss ai
numnbers. Division of the people ino rings
and cliques witb sel-appinted leaders may do

Sniucb morelasting ininry taa congrcgatian than
the loss of a lew families. The spirit engen-
dered by sittiov in judgment instead uf hum-
bly and rcverently warshîpping God is sa in-
jurions as ta iead many tbougbtfuî people ta
doubt serionsiy whetbcr the God who coin-
rnands ns ta worsip Hirn in spirit and ini
trntb ever did sanction any sncb systemn as
tbe bearing af candidates. The vanity fed by
stting in judgment on a new preacher every
Sabbath is certain ta interfere with the work
of the pastar atter bc is settled. The scars
triade by a year's con fict are alrnost sure ta
tricet im many times when mnaking bis pastor-
al visits. OnIy those wbo bave watched fronx
a spiritual point af vicw the inner working af
the system bhave any idea ai the amontotfa
cvii done by a protracted vacancy

The harm doue tu the ministry by candi-
dating is perhaps stili more serious, but that
branch af the question is large enough for a
separate paper-ycs, for hall a dazen papers.

Since NIr. Macdannell made the startling
statement in the Assemnbly that the cliurch
loses ighty years af pastoral work cvcry
twelve months hy vacancies me have beard
several people ask, How cloes the church
stand sucb a drain. Ilere is thec way the
church has stood it in anc place. A level.
headed man connected with a congregation
nom vacant said the other day, "The last
time we werc vacant the Methadists enlarged
their church. I suppose tbcy will put another
addition ta it this time." That is how we
stand it in to many places. And yct there
are people wvho think that cangregations
should bc kept without pastors until cvery
crank, everv spccialist, cvery hobby.horsc
mari, cvery long.haired man and short-lhaired
woman are satisfied with hearing candidates.
Nero flddles while Ramle burns.

A PLAN FOR STLX VACANT
011A RUES.

MRt. EDITOR,-I arn mlot surprised that
Dr. McMIullen abjects ta that part of my plan
that provides for cutting off cangregatians. 1
suppose this would challenge criticisrn. But
this is really the least part of the plan, and
indeed calme as an aftcr-tbought, and mas put
in ta make the plan somnething likze complete.
For if a cburch, with the facilities provided in
my plan, cannot settle in six months, sorte-
tbing decisive needs ta bc donc. 1 provided
that such a church may -mot must -be cut off.
It would be a question for Presbvtery, and
the tact that Presbytery had ta discuss sucb a
question wvuld be anc sure method of bring.
ing sucb a church to time. That mas the idea
which 1 h d in vicw.

But Dr. M,\cMullen would cnt off proba'
tioners instead. Ves, and with bis own limi-
tation, I agree with bim. Ile says, "«after
reasanable probation." That isjust the point.
Do the methods that prevail nom give a reasan-
able probation ? What are the facts ? A churcb
i als vacant. If a desirable one, it is besieged

with applicants, probably a hund:ed or marc.
The frst effect, is that the church officiaIs lose
their heads ; if tbey are flot very modest men
they get ideas of the importance of themselves
and their church thcY neyer had before. Then
they are bewildered with the immense num-
b.-rof applications. It would be marvellous
indeed if they made a wse choice af candi-
dates under sucb conditions. Pcrhaps tbey
do the best they cao ; so by hap-hazard, or in-
fluence, or favour, or gond judgment, tbey
start the procession, and the work af candidat-
ing begins. Eacb man selected supplies for
a single Sunday. Except a man makes a
very marked impression, hie simply passes in
the procession, evokes more or less flippant
criticisni, passes out of sight, Or is wiped ont
by the man that follows himi next Sunday.
Sa the dreary procession moves an. If in
course af time some man makes a very gond
impression, or if lie bas sonie strong personal
influence, a congregatiorial meeting is held,
witb a vicw ta a caîl. But in aur constitution-
al way this involves delav ; so before the meet-
ing is held another candidate perbaps bas been
on the scene wbom some of the people lîke bet-
ter. The result is,that the favorite îs not elect-
cd; or if he is elected, it is with abated enthusi-
asm and unanimity. Trhis is no mere thcry ; I
know af two cases just nom where thîs accur-
red. If there is no election the weary work af
candidating procceds, but wth probably dim.-
inished goodl feeling and unîty in the congre-
gation. How do sncb methods aflord any
"%reasonable probation 'wbatevcr ? Is a
cburcb likely ta make a mise choîce under
suck conditions ? Is not the whole scbcme
humiliating tri the candidate, and demoralîzîng
ta the people? And a more serious question
than any af these is,-Can me expect the
divine favour on sucb Ioolish methods ? I do
hope we cao, for God's gaodness s happily
flot limnited by aur flly ; but surcly we mîght
expect more ai the divine favaur and blessing
if me pursucd a miser course.

What is that miser course? XeII, I sup-
pose nothing Cati be donc officially until next

meeting af Asseibly. In the meantime, how -
ever, congrcgatnons arc frec ta adopt such
ne ncw ethods as miay seem ta be best. One
tbing 1 would respectfully suggest, namnely, ta
bear each candidate at the vcry lcast two con-
secutive Sabba:bs. Then if a congregational
meeting could lie arranged ta be beld ai once,
ench candidate could be finally disposed af in
turn. If eacb one could bie beard four Sali-
baths, I think that would be ail the better. I
ledl assured that many a happy and lasting
union might buc flectedl if minister and pea-
pIe had only a chance ta knov cach other,
wbicb thcy bave flot with one Sunday's ac-
quaintance. Xlong with this, if the Moderatar
and Session viould make a wise selection ai a
very smal number ai candidates, say thre-
and give e.tch af these a full and fair trial,
disposing in!tlly of each anc in turo, I believe
the vacancy wauld bie filled as a rule mucb
sonner and more satislactozily than by the
methods thai usually prevail. 1 spoke lately
with the leading nmen af a church that bas had
a cbronic difliculty in settlîng, and thcy ail
believe that sucb a scheme as I proposcd
would havi. saved tbem mucb* timie and
rouble.

Most af your readers know samething of
Dr. joseph Parker, af London. He is knawo
as a great egatist ; but lie is a great man for
ail that. I asked a member ai bis church anc
day if he 1:aew that Parker disgusted evcry
stranger at flrst by bis egatism. He said hie
knew it %vell. H-ow, then, dîd Parker ever
become finous, and how does lie hold bis
congregation ? Thercby hangs a tale, and an
instructive anc in tbis connecion. The -iorld
as yet had heard notbing ai Parker when a
certain church in Manchester feil vacant. it
had great difficulties and delay in selectîng a
pastor. A wcalthy friend ai the cangregation
made a proposai tbat a certain man wbom hie
cauld procure be beard for four Sabbatbs.
He would flot name the man, so the people
rcfused ta entertain the proposaI. Afier a
wbile, however, they consented. The friend
in due time brought bis candidate. It was
Parker. The friend knew Parker's abilîty,
but bie kncw also that if bie gat him on for anc
Sunday only, the people would neyer have bim
again. And, sure enough, they were disgustcd
with Parker's first performance, and disgusted
with themselves for making sa faolish an
agreemnent. But they bad ta hear Parker
agaîn, and he7 was flot so very aflensive the
second tîme. On the third Sunday lie as
endurable, at times a lttle captivating ; and
an the fourth Sunday noa man in England was
equal ta Park-er. Wbence the change ? The
people simply had a chance ta flnd out somie-
thing af what was un2 the man, despite bis
egotism ; and others have been findîng out
Parker tîllibths day, and don't know hum yet.
Hence my pîca for hearing a few candidates
aiten, instead ai a great number onîy once.
Il a man has really anytbiog in humi you are
not certain ta find it ont the first tîme yau sec
bim. Give birn time, and gîve yourseli time.
I plcad for a lîttle mare farness and gond
sense ail round. Yours truly,

JOSEi'ii IHAMuILTON.
Knoax Coliege, Toronto, 5tb July, 1894.

TUE CIJUR('1! AND MAYfîSE BUILD-
ING FUND.

IIV rav. JAMES ~o ro,1)>1).

RhSOI.UJi iON Ob ASSENOSiIl.
Trhe Generai Assembly unaninîously and

cordually adopted the annual report ai the
Cburch and Manse Building Fund for Mans-
taba and the North-West ; rccorded its
satisfaction with the work donc during the'
past year , thanked ail who contributed ai
their means for this branch ai Home Mis-
sions - and commcnded the Fond anew ta
the generosîty af members and adbcrents ai
the churcb.

WVOR}C DON£ 11V THE ROARD.

The report shows that last ycar the Boarci
belped ta cect 13 flew manses and 26
churches, worth over $57,ooo, and tbat durung
the 12 Vears oflits existence t helped ta urect
271 buildings warth over $4oo,ooo. It is
estimated that the rcnt saved by the building
ai the manses would pay intcrcst at 9 per

cent. on ail the capital ever posscssed by the
Bioard, and yet only about onc-fifth ai the
belp giving during these ta ycars was ta

1build nianses.

REVE:NUE' FORt '93-4
The contributions ta the Fond ranged

betwecn $î.oo and $5,oaa, the latter figure
being the Iargest single contribution ever
received by the Board. But foi- tbe princely
generasîty afiNIr. J. T. Morton, ai London,
England, *in laanîng the Board $12,000,
withouît interes, lits oPerations would have
been nuch curtailed. One-filth ai this luan
bas ta be repaid each year tîlI the ncncy is
returned.

It is ta be borne in mind that this Fund
receives no place among the scbemes of tbe
cburchi, and is dependent solely upon speci,1l
contributuons. The work bas cammended it.
self ta the judgînent ai the weatbier niemnbers
of the church, and by tbem, cbiefly, it has
been created and maintained. To thein the
Boardl must still appeal, for the capital at
prescrit possesscd by the Board s inadequate
for the prosecution ai tlue wark.

The Assenibly fixed the capi:al for Mani-
toba and the North-WVest alone at $ioa,oao. .
the Board bas less than $70,000 for ail
the country between Lake Superior and the
Pacific.

iMEi IUNi) DES-V.-Sv1SUi''ORr.
valid reasons can be shown wby the Fond

sbauld be lîberally supported. (i) The pea-
pie ai the WVest arc witbout mucb means ; are
beginning lfe un a new country where, at first,
it wilI be ail autgo and no incarne ; building
materiai is expensive ; and hence without
help from wthout they cannat build churcbes
or manses. (2) A churcb is as necessary for
a mîssianary as a store for a merchant, or a
sbap for a mechanic ; it adds 25 per cent. ait
least ta bis efficiency. The gratifyinggrowtb
ai tbe cburcb in the West is in fia small
ineasure duc ta this Fond. (3) Missianaries
witb famîlies miust bc providcd with shelter
when the winter is long and the cold same-
times intense. Ifisbrewvd business men save
mancy by building warm stabiles for their
horses, the church wilI gain in the bealth and
efrciency ai ber missionaries by praviding
tbern witb adequate shelter. (4) Prornising
settlernents ai foreigners are appeaiing ta the
cburch for ardinances. I we assist thern
wben strangcrs and witbout means, we shali
secuire their adhesion and belp in afier years
for ail auir work. Are not snch People in-
cluded in Christ's " strangers," and for help-
ing tbeîi may we not expect Hiç blessing ?
,f5, As patriats we are interested in building
np the cause ai God in aur own land. WVc
shalbe united and prasperous as a people in
proportion as we fear God and keep His com-
mandmients. Tbis Fund wîil belpusas a church
ta take possession ai the WVest for God. <6)
The people the Fond is designed ta belp arc
deservîog. Notwithstanding the partial failure
ai cropS last year, tbey gave for ail churcb
work $ i .S2 per communicant, or nearly 37
per cent- more tban the average for the
wbhole cbnrcb. These people arc intelligent,
se]i.reliant, liberal and progressive and de-
serve help and encouragement. (7) In 1881
the rhurch held service at i116 points and bad
anly 3 manses and i8 churches in the West.
There are nowv 103 missions and 28 augment-
cd congregations witb 69_3 stations. This
nîcans that at %ve-nigh 500 stations in the
mission field there is fia cbnrcb. Manses are
cotnspicunus by their absence. (8) Wberc
churches have been built the pragress af the
mission towards self-support bas been mucb
more ripid. ho i SSa! we had only two self-
sustaining congregatians in the West and
nawv over 50.

10%% TLIUND CAN IDE 1ELPEO.

The Fund can be aided by cangregational
contributions, by contributions by C. E.
sacietics or induviduai donations. Where
S5oo or marc is given it cao bc kept
separatc and secure the erection ai a ncw
cburch at lcast every five years. Wcrc a
weaîtby congregation ta give $2,5o0 they
%vould have tbe satisfaction ai kn2owing that
tbey had secured the crectian ai a new cburch
every ycar for ail time ta came. And coutld
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