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What objcct bave wo in view in teaching this
subject?

In teachling geography we wish to acquaint our
pupils with the genernl fentures of the world we
occupy ; its resources, and Inhabitants, and the con.
sideration of hiow these various featurcs and resources
affect the comfort asd determiuc tho welfare of
these fnbabitauts.

Each individual sces but a small portion of this’

carth on which we dwell, but fndircetly with how
large o portion of it may he become acquainted? So
fertilo is nature in metbod of arrangement, that the
varlous parts of the carth’s surface differ ruther in
varicty of combiuation and degree thau fn kind.
Teaking advantage of this fact our first carc is to
draw the attention of our pupils to the features of
the landscape about their own home--hill, valley,
lake, river, elc.  First familinrize them with the
object, thicn aid them in theacquirement of language
to express their idea of the object. Lt the subject
of the lesson be the neighboring hill.  After their
olservation and couception of it as a whole, lead
them to distinguish its vavious parts,—base, sides,
and summit; to notice whether its sldesare steep or
sloping, covered or bary, its top rough or smooth;
whether a single Lill or one of a group or range.
From the hill to the mountain wil! not be u very
great advaunce, and as children love the marvellous
their imagination may be readily cxcited by an in-
teresting account of some of those great productions
of naturcin other lands.

A river, or at least 8 brook, I3 easily accessible T
may safely say, to all pur pupils. On it, o0, we
must dwell long cunough to make our children
acquainted with {t as a whole, aud also its various
paits; whether it banksare steep, its channel pebbly
or fts current repid.  In imagination we follow it
up 1o its source among the hills. ctc , downward
to its mouth, where it {3 lost in some greater body.

Let their conception of it be as real as possible,
0 that their iden of a river is that of somoe inverted
tree whose growth s the result of the ution of its
many branches.

The mountain in its varying forms and the river
are perhiaps the most dittteult features for the nund
1o grasp, Lat entering so largely as they do mnto their
future imaginations and conceptions of other lands,
the pleasure to be derived from the prosecution of
the study at & later date depends largely on thdr
realization of these things at the present.

After th various patural features have been taien
up, the inhabitants of the region are broughit to
Qeir notice; the occupation of the people; the pro-
ductions of their own pative Innd; domestic’ and
wild animals; tLeir habits in regard to food, cloth-
log, aud dwellings as illustrative of the adaptabifity
of the country to the support and comfort of its
fnbabitants.

In noting the occupations of our people, in our
citles we scc them largely engaged in trade and
manufactures; on the seashore, fisherice prove at-
tractive and remuncrative: iu tiose parts of our
country where the forest yet stands, Jumbering;
where already clearcd, the farmer has sct 10 work,
and the beautiful soil yiclds herinercuse.  Ofttimes
wo find bim alte:aaung his employments according
to the eeason—farming in the summer, lumberiag
fo ‘the winter.  In other places where the sofl is
scanty, and limestone and granite or otber minerals
ghound, our workmen deliberately act to work to
bew down the mountains, or jo the coal regious
delve into the deptbs of the carth.

Let them observe the use made of those produce
tions at home, and what becomes of the surplus.
We scad our ships laden with It to other Jands swhere
nature in that particular bas not been so bountiful
In due time our vessels return—not empty—but
Ireighbted with the superabundance of those lands,
supplying to us the wants and Juxurics which our
own country from lack of devclopment or adapta-

bility is unfitted to do. This can be made Interest.
fog (o quite young puphe,  With the teacher's help
thoy can follow our lumber laden ships to thoso
countrics, which from long ecttlement nod cultiva-
tion wo desigoate as old, where tho thoughtless
destruction of o tree would be considered 8 crime,
where the cotlager must bo coutent with n floor of
cluy and roof of thateh, and where his home i
wartned with peat from the bug, or coal from the
wtne.  Compare this with the freo uso nnd waste of
wood at bome. Thelr curiosity is aroused, and they
are not satlsfled until you have told them something
more, In this cold climo, they frolle and revel on
the fee in winter; even the fce forms an article of
trude, preserved in part for our own use fnsummer,
and in part na artlele of exchunge with such coun-
tries a3 yleld us the orange, the grape sad the cotton.

Tho notive animals of the district should come in
for a1 Iurge share of attention =—their food, iow ob-
talned—any pecullarity of structure which alds
them jn supplying theie wants,—whether like the
bee and the squirred, they provide thelr winter sup-
ply during the summer, or like the wolf and thefox
seek for fuod wlhien hunger compels them,  Teach
them (o note the change tn colour of somo of our
native animals on the approach of winter; the hare
for example, that it is avtmercly a chango of colour,
but a provislon miade by a wise Creator to provide
them with ag extra gannent, which they are enabled
to throw off on the upproach of spring, that in cold
climes the covering of animals beecome hieavier on
the approach of winter, to protect them from the
cold. Not only the food aud clothing bul thed 7¢hi-
ings of Loth bied aud beast alould be Lrought to
their notice, und the tender minds of the littlc oacs
taught to risc in wonder, love, und praiso to Him
who in wisdom * wheo He formed designed thom
an abode.”

Lessons on the cardinal points, as marked by the
sun’s course in the heavens—on the climate--and
scasons and motions of the carth would naturally
follow

Familiar anicles of food and clothing brought ;

from abroad, serve as a connecting link between
our own und other lands, whose position at this
time would be sufliciently detined Ly refercnce to
the candinal points.

The occasional visit of some travelling menagerir,

delighting our lit*le ones, and as »urely emptying

our school roomns on the days of jts exhibition, is
anutber link between the koows and the unkpown

What wonderful acvcounts they can give us on the -

following day! Stizing the opportunity when their
intcrest is at its height, we can tell them somethibg
of the hinbits sud bomes of thostrange creatures they
lhave seen,  Plctorial represeatation will at all times
be found uscful.  If possible let the picturc present
not only the animat or objeet under conslderation,
but also a vievs of the striking fcatures of the coua-
try which is its home. ‘Llic buffalo we associnte
withthe preirics of the Northwest, the chamois, with
the preeipices and crags of Switzerland, and the
camel with the sands of an Arabian desert.

After a Jarge fiedd of observation at hoine with
these ovcasional glimpses abroad, we are ready to
cnfer upon the study of geography o a wore for-
wal manner. The pupil by this thne is able to
avail himsclf of the nssistance of tho text book.
Here, T think, is where theteacher sometimes makes
a mistake, throwing the catire reight of respousi-
bility from his own: shoulders to those of his pupil.
expecting him to take his book and prepsre leagthy
home lesson, which he Is supposed to know when
called upon.  Left to himself nod his book, what
wonder if his imagication take but a low flight, his
coaception of ho country ho Is supposcd to be
studying be somewhat vague, aod the socalled
study a wcarincss?

Tu time, his interest in the subjcct and training
in how to study swill prepare the way for this sclf-
culture, but, at present, befort expecting him to
memorlze facts, lot us assist him o gatberlog up
facts to memorize. In Imagivation let us accom.
pauy our pupils to that othicr land, to which partics
of rclationsbip or of Intercourse they naturally turn,
and by familiar conversationsand polnted qucstions,

rivot tho attention on certaln polnts—its position
from our vwn home~form,—area as compared with
thelr own province or country—Iits surface—inhabl.

tants—productions, cte. All of which should Lo
imprsssed upon tho mind by a comparison with
thlngs at home. The puplls may now usv tho text-
book to.assist their memory, or supply ndditlonal
facts. Simple copying from the book will prove
cffective fu fmpressing tho subject upon thelr mem-
ory. Uscd In this way books becomemot 4 burden
but a liclp and a joy.  Observation and comparison
use continually. Keep the Imagination snd concep-
tion netive.  Wo can readily test their knowledge
by getting them 1o reproduce the subject from
memory, or for a plcasant change, and the maln.

tennnco of a Hvely iuterest, let the class take the
Iesson into their own hands aund tjuestion one sn-
other.  Iefory long thelr Interest will deepen sufil-
ciently to make them treagure up not only what In.
formation can be found in their text-book Lut hooks
of travel will have for them a special interest.

A geeat ald In teaching geograpby s map.draw-
fng. Drawirg scems to be o part of child-nature.
Where will you flnd litile ones who do not amuso
themselves with wonderful representations of man,
Uird or beast?  You may not at all iimes recoguize
the resemblance, but to them §t s quite clear. With
the teachier’s assistance first & map of thue school
room, thea the school grounds, are substltuted for
former objccts. At leogthi.the map of the county,
then tbat of tho provioce is resched. Let the
tencher construct thie inap on tho black-board in the
presence of the pupils, not bastily but step by step,
as the puplls are able to follow on their slates. Let
us suppose tue map to be that of our own provinee.
During & coaversation on jts form and position,
when Indicating thatits greatest extent Is towards
tho north and south, let them polot in the direciton
named, in like manner when you speak of the Gulf
of §t. Lawrence on the cast, or thie Stato of Malac
on the west.  This makes the surrounding places u
reality, having a definite position. After the out-
line we may add the rivers, mountsius, countics and
shirctowns. The attention has been held with a
three-fold chord, the eye, the ear, and the band
have all aided In impressing the subject upos them,

From their owan province they advance to the
neighboring oue, giving its position from their own
by refercace to the eardinal points, indicating the
direction with their hauds as before, then proceed
to compatve iis various features, wbabitants and pro-
ductions with thosc of therrown bome.  Interestiog
bits of history will often fit in nicely, making the
lesson more Interesting sud impressive.

In studying a country, whether by the ald of the
ordinary schiool-map, or onc of the pupil’s own cou-
struction, impress upon them the appearance it
would present to the eye, it from some clevated
stand-poinut the whole could be viewed at once. Let
them note particulatly the positlon and cxtent of
its great patural features, whether extended plate,
mountain range or river basia. The Jocation of the
principal centres of trade aud manufactures, and
their incans of communication with anc another,
and with the outside world should +ext be ut:elt
upo.

As we continue the study of gcogmphy we soon
begin to feel that the cardinal points do not suffici-

'cnﬂ) expreas all we waut in regand to position. A

knowledge of the gencral form of the carth as 8
whole is now required, and somemeans of defining
the exact position of places upon it. A globe, or
if that be lacking, an orange or ball will suppiy the
first, and a few lessons of latitude and longitude
will furnish the means of determining the second.

The pupils arc rot ia n position to uhderstand
map of the world, to nole the great divisions of
land aud water, and observe not only their relative
but absolute positions.

We take up the various countrics in the ordee of
thelr fo-portance In connection with onr own. From
Canada It sccms natural to turn our attention to the
adjoining Republic of the United States even before
cotering on the study of the Mother Conntry.  'Wo
tind tho foliabitants {n mice, customs and religlon &

[ Continned on page 22).



