" ed me tearfully to her bosom. Johnny ;us strongly did [ desire 1, especialy
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church, you can lean upon my arm,;evening, it was proposed to skate
mother ; faint consolation, but it came onles up the river, and have a s
from a fuil heart. ,at the Fall House, a hotel somewhg

“¢ You must indeed be your poor in that region, of great gaming rep
mother’s helper, Curtis,” and she press- tion. 1 was alrnngl) urged to go,

came and tovk my hand, asif claiming ;I was proud of 2 tide earned mn
my protection ; ittle Amos was helpod the boys, of *the swilt skater;
up between nother and me, and the seemed an  2xcellent oppor\um(y
ginis diew up their crickets close beside exhibiting my skill to my new
us,—a sorvowing, vet loving group. 1'rades. Somehow or other 1 f
looked around, and for the first time  strange backwardnessjto speak to
felt all the responsu}nlny of an clder |m0&h0r about it. Abh, there is alw
brother; and 1 then solemaly resolved something wrong, when children ;
to do all I could to make my wmother ‘afraid to talk with a mother, regazd
and the httle ones corfortable and hap- !1heir pians and pastimes. Al ey
y. !very wnorning came, and as yetit
¢ ¢ wantto _e like my father,” I aot been memioned at home. X

said aloud. tor pever,’ I said to myself, going |
« ¢ You look some like father,” whis. ' her chamber after breakfast, in s

pered Jounny. degree braced for a refusal. The
¢ ¢ Be as good,” added Sarah. "was partly laid open.

¢« Yes, Curtis, be as good,” sighed! ¢ “we V;’,h«;‘d:d l:o:; say the bo;;w

¢ mother. urtis P she aske
oy o o «¢ Why, Tom Jones, and Sam
' by, and George Kent, and some
| o others,—but skating so, T don’tse
I should see much of them,’ I adid
a tone of apology.

¢ ¢ They are not the companion
should choose for my son,’ she

« Weeks passed away, and 1 was
true to my resolation. My mother’s:
quiet and uncomplaining sorrow ehas-
tened and imnroved me; while the.
confidence she placed in me, and the |
assistance I was able to eflord in set-'
tling her business, gave me asense of v
responsibility wineh 1 had never felt 811¥: b '
before-  Lde-ired nothing so mueh as® | W e!l,mm er, 1 suppﬂ‘se “:
(0 merit her good apuion and her yve, |81 VAYS expect to ‘:’_S""’"'a("d “;:f'
Those were happy days, when I was such boys as we like 37 aud the
in constant intercourse with such a the fist ime 4, in any degree,
mother as mine was. tioned her opinions.

¢ The next winter, in order to pur-, “* Yes, Curtis, we areal lber
sue my studes to more advantage, l:('honse our companions. Dl

Uhings us into close contast witk
attended a h-pher school, and was ‘there | ngs us into close conts A
, | twhom we can nedker pespect ¥
throvn ateng 4 new set of boys, hoys s .. .

N e . nre, whom we should never @

older than my selfy and very differenly | ; ) vl
tramped.  ‘There was someihing in thewr seled ting as companions; 'red iy
dasthing, off-band style, that attracted kindty and (’w'lh, hut be caret
me; ther bravado and recklessness 107 admit them 1o the "“‘}i et
mistonk  for courage ond gensrosity 3 iriendslup,” said my mother e
they hated stuly, evaded every regn!a.i “¢Ireally do not ee ‘h”’
ten, and paved Jl)k(‘*‘ npon the teacher | hemg B0 very narticular; oulf
and s wretched u’ml of principis t onee, it cannot hﬂ”“ n.e..

fancied was only a cenam free and there wias a pout on my lips;
easy ma: ner, Common to young gentle. ! certainly was a peut in my heat
men. A -kating par(y was taked of: % ‘Il a young man would keep
about titis tme,  The neat mooniizht *,’he must be paricular io litde b

——
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