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During the Session of Parliament for the year
1847, the Toronto Mechauics’ Institute, through
Jjts City Representativea—the late Hon. Henry
Sherwood, and W. H. Boulton, Esg.,—made ap-
plication for and obtained for itself, and each of
its sister Institutes, an annual grant of $200,
which was continued up to the year 1869, when
all these grants were withdrawn.

In the year 1857, the late Board of Arts and
Manufactures were established, by Act of Parlia-
ment ; and in which provision was made for the
afiliation therewith of the several Institutes re-
coiving Legislative assistance. On the with-
drawal of the grants to-the Institutes, their con-
nection with the Board was but little more than
nominal. The Board, however, by the publica-
tion of its Monthly Journal, its free Library of
reference, its annual examination of pupils of
Institute Classes, and by any other available
mesans, continued to render all the aid possible
to the Institutes,

In January, 1868, it was made known to the
Board, that no further grants would be made for
its sustenance, but that its Library would be re-
moved to the Parliament Buildings, Toronto,
where it would still remain open to the public
for reference. At the close of the last meeting
of the Board, the representatives of the several
TInstitutes organized an ‘“ Association of Mechan-
ics’ Institutes of Ontario,” which was subsequent-
Iy recognized in the Agricultural and Arts Stat-
ute, and its functions described in its printed
Constitution, and the proceedings of its last
‘Meeting. .

Before finally didsolving, the Board of Arts and
Manufactures considered the Act introduced in
the Legislature by the Hon. the Commissioner
of Agriculture and Public Works, which, amongst
other things, provided to grant aid to the Me-
chanics’ Institutes to the extent of one dollar for
every dollar subscribed, up to & maximum of
two hundred dollars, to assist in Evening Class
instruction ; and appointed a Committee to waib
upon the Commtssioner, the Hon. John Carling,
to represent to him that the aid proposed should
also extend to the recognition of the purchase of
Technical Works for their Libraries. This was
at once acceded to by the Commissioner, and
provided in the Statute.

By an amendment of the late Session, these
provisions of the bill were still further extended,
by recognizing not orly the purchase of Techni-
cal Works, but of Works on general Literature,

i || bave imparted new life into some of the pre-
viously languishing Institutions, enabling them
more successfully to pursue their laudable ob-
Jects.
The Institutes that availed themselves of the
rovisions of the Act, and the amounts received
y them, for the year 1868, were as follows —

Chatham ..vevereeescaanessnanencnsee 3100 00
TorontQ...eceeacereresssnneaes eersenee 200 00
Bomanville...veeeeeee veeees 140 00
« 50 00
Sireetsvillg ...cveccrecesireanseneees 80 GO

other than fiction. These liberal enactments Zight Tnstitutes thirty-eight invoices of books, a
large proportion of which were on: practical and
useful subjects, amounting in value:—For the
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(01T 7 veeer. D180 00
Hamilton ......... vestraasenscsnncese 100 00
Peterboro’....ccccueeeevnirunrenennns 200 00
Dundas....... reeateerrrensensnnes weee 200 00
Whithy..c.ccveeernennnnn Ceevrreaneens 75 00
SErathroy coveeeiiereieieenevnnenens 76 00
Guelph...,.coovneeiiiriannriinna 100 00

Total ............. 81,610 00

The claims already made by Institutes under
the Act, for the present year, to this date, are :—
$150 00

Paris

..................................

Newmarkeb..covierrreennnnnnns veee 30 GO
WHItDF .. vovemeoseooseorenes 15000
Streetaville........... rereeeranacaenen 197 00
WoodstocK. . coeeenreniennrennanenens 260 00

Total.............. 82,356 07

The greater number of these Institutes have
complied with the requirements of the Act, in
remitting to your Treasurer the five per cent, of
the grants received ; and the others will, no
doubt, comply on being reminded of what the
law requires.

During the past year your Secretary has for-
warded to the several Institutes copies of a cata-
logue of technical books, prepared for their use ;
also copies of otheravailable catalogues, to assist
them in the selection of books ; and also informed
the Institutes, by circular, that he had made
arrangements for the supply of the Industrial
‘Works published by H. C. Baird, of Philadel-
.phia, at a reduction of 33} per cent. off the
gelling prices ; for the Educational Department
books at 10 per cent. reduction from its cata-
logue prices ; and for the supply of other Eng-
lish and American books at 20 per cent. of the
usual prices. .
Since the organization of your Committee,
our Secretary has selected and forwarded to

Paris Mechanics’ Institute
Strathroy
Streetsville

cseves

Your Committee have mado arrangements
with the publishers for the supply of the Ameri-




