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SOUTH AFRICAN SUNDRIES.

OwNing to the machinations of Ooin Paul et ai, a large
Part. of public attention is at prescrit directed towards
Solth Africa. The mnany conlictiiîg reports regarding the
eOUtry and the state of publie opinion there, are more or
lef confusing, aind therefore a few disconnected notes re-
'eived by us at first-hand may flot bc without interest.

0 r.C). Macpherson, son of Lieut,-CoI iMacpherson, of
kttawa, a graduate of the Royal Military College, and
kno)wn to soine extent at Trinity, bas written us a nui-ber of newsy letters, but most of the events touchied ont

therein have now, thî-oughi the mîedium of the press, be-
Corne ancient history. Mr. Macpherson is occupying a
Proînîinetit position on a guvernintent survey of i'ailrua(l
between Modderpoort and Ficksburg, in the Orange Free
ýtate near the borders of I3echuanaland. The Free State
lia recently corne witlîin the sphere of interest froum our
Poinlt of view owing to the rumioured defensive alliance
PrOPosed by President Kruger bet'veen it and the raiis-

v8a.An incident like the following îbhrows more lighit onthe actual state of public feeling, than columnns of vague
*fleralitie.s. Our correspondent writes :-" he Freeýtate people, who are mostly Boers, have instructions

frtheir (Joveriument not to initerfere with us in any
Wa.They have inin ost case,; carried out these instruc-
lIr5well, but last Saturday as two of our ciaps were

rtinnitig the hle, a Boer, from bis bouse 800 yards away,
1Oi11nenced firing( at themn with o Martiini rifleIle fired

tWeelVe shilots, but none of thein took effèct. Our' fellows
tartedl towards him aithougi they were unarme(l. anéd le

týel Soppd.They got bis naine, and although tbey laid
thMatter befoi'e the Landrost noîlîing lias becit done torascal. Jt's g(ing to be rather too î nuch of a good9ii if tbey can make targets of us wbenever they feel
Ileen I nîust say this, thtat soine of the Dutchi people

benvery nice to us, and the fellow who dici the fit-
'gbelongs to a bad clatss."

1ialetter dated iMarch l4th, Mr. MLacphîerson says-
hle Transvaal Go% ertîment is arresting people right and

lie imanager of the De Beers' mines was the latest,
0Wthey seein to want Rhodes, in fact several papers~Cla îouringy for bis arrest. At any rate bis political

seems to bave come to an end. Many thitik that lie
q'"Plicated in the Jobannesburg raid, and startling

e Pnents are daily expected. Jamie8on's surrender is
rfect inystery to everyone yet, but no doubt we shall

11t1iglîtened before long,."
6ecuntry th roughi whichî the survey is being made is

~ eet above the sea level, and agricultura<l. Farm i im-."tsof American manufacture are to be seen standing,,~tefields. The cliînate is thoroughly bealthîy, the days
very bot bu t the nights cool.

IlîIII Occasional exigencies incident to native labour are
f1ý%r'ted by a littlelanec(lote as follows,-" lAIl our Kaf-

kid ePt one or two, deserted the otiier day af 1er being
th ' r hey bad worked a month and bad earned wbat to
4PewIL5 a fortune, and tbey must needs gou off and

th4 il. No more ' boys' wil le paid after this until
1% rkIs ail fiuished. Just after these boys skipped off
th 0oil ariny of Basutos caine along and we hired fifteen of
~tht They are fine looking chaps and ranik about next

li Z 5ulus. Three of themn are my personal property.
in e Work wîth me in the field and look after uny wants

."'MiP- Their naines in Eiîglishi are Thomas, John and
bUt their looks belie thein, sugges ting rather 'lHit-

40 ;tfeee, 1'Jump-on-his-neck,' aund 1Tear-him-limh-
~ They appear good natured, bowever, and 'l

qn aFticIpate trouble. 1 gave Thomuas a shirt to-day; it
d tarched front. 11e caref ully put il or, back to front

QÇý OW 1maznshe looks like a chief." Returnino' to
911 ad the rest of tbat ilk, we learn that "11what

they want over bore to wipe out the Boers is a few
battalions like the Queen's Own "-Ibis is embodied in a
mnessagre to a n officer of that excel len &corps-" who can
shoot and woni't inake - fools of tlienuselves, by walking
aroun(l tbe open veldt while the Boers are shîootiuig at thema
froui tlie cover of rocks, etc. The bloornin' Dutchunen
think they cati lick tbe world. A mnan near lucre said thue
otiier day that lie was ready at any mnute to commence
firin 'g on the Uitlanders-which soubriquet includes your'uil)le servan-and that if only they hiad three ships they
would go over ani take England. Tbe ordinary Boer is
su densely ignorant that tliere is no lim-it to bis gal "

A few reinarks on another subjoot imay not bc uninterest-
ing to aiîyoute wlio i-s conceiie(l inithe study of feruiales of
othuer races. "The black ladies continue their engagement
as living pictures. Thît is to say, thîey conie dowîî every
moiring to draw-taer at a pool near our tents. Having
drawn the water, tbey theut draw thueir breath, place the
--essels oit their lieads and pose. One forgot. lier drapery
Ibis aî. and 1, as stag()e-mianager, lîad lu warn. lier. They
are very pretty and wear their rinîgs iin their noses instead
of on thîir fiîîgers, their bracelets on tlueir ankies and tlieir
liair-pilis thîîoughî their ears. They also have pleasing
lîttie (desîunis tattoed onit îeir cheeks iin red bIue and
,reen. Thîis constitutes their walking out dî-ess whîen tlîey
are in a burry. On other occasions they wear the addi-
tional covering of a stringr of beads placed carefuîiy on
the neck. Thie iair is considered an inconveuuience and
us sbaved off close to the skin, ils place being taken l'y a
tbick layer of sliny greaso or vaseline, according to rank.
Thîus they aie appreciated botter at a distance."

Descriptions of the countr-y and climate, albout wbiciî
our correspondent is euthusiastic, the excellent outflt
pruvided the suî-veying parties by the Govorriment, auîd
tbe management of an African camp, togethier witlh sundry
itemus of news not necessary to set down hîcre, make up
thie iest of Mi-. Maeplîensoii's îieetn letters. Silall
hope is lîeld out of eîiiplo5-nent for other tban skilled
labour. A saluruy wai-ning is given to University men, in
the fact that a waiter and a biiiard-marker in a Cape
Town hotel hold a Bachieloi- of Arts degî-ree frorn Cain-
bridge and Dublin respectively.

"-T1E MIDNIGHT SUN."1

A sea of gray
That spreads away
Tu a grayer sky.
A Ihue of white
Sparkling bright
O'er reef-rocks breaking bigh.
A muffled r(>ar,
Waves sîîrging o'er
The rock that gazes north.
And stornu winds sigh,
A n< sea nîews cry
Round the cruug where thîcir young conte forth.
The sun I wist
Behind the mist
Glares red as dragoii's hlood,
Now be sips
With glowing lips
The oceaus pulsing flood.
Waves of red gold
Froin the ou-b) are rolled
Magic, by alchîemy wrought.
Anid the subtle light,
Haîf day, hîtîf uight,
Breathes if e on our unforned thought.
Deep grows the red,
The day is dead,
But Io-the night-
Is day begun
For thue rising suui
B1,athes us in rosy ight.


