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In PaUl'S accoullt of the institution of ie suippor as giveni iii 1 Cor. xi.,
23-27, at precisely thc sanie poînt, ini tile prcoig viz., afrer the distri-
buition of the eup, %ve have a reniark- introduceid whie1î is coxninonly regardod
as wholly peculiar to Paul. "For as often as ye cat thxis bread and drink
tie cup ye procLaini the Lord's deatx tilt lio coxuo.- rxx formtitis certainly
is found nowlhere cisc, and înaxy takie it as xîot ixîtexxded t.o lie a report of
aiîythiing said by Christ, bult railier as the rfltection of an after time in ex-
planation of the rite. " Not the wvords of Chriist,i" sfays Meyer. "Tixaù
thlese, are not the wvords of Christ is certaýii," says ThlMwards. " St. LiiXe lias
thieni not." But assuiii tlrL it, i the idoas and not the wvords, whiecb
tire important, may wve not, find hiere simuplyPaxserinoth yxg

gi yen by the three evangrelists? It couinjs precisely the sanie suiggestion.
as to ILfS ownl death on thce one llald anxd preciscly tie saie aissuranice as to
Ilis coxfing again on thxe otiier. .111 additioni to tiose, t>aul's forîn of it,
f xrthier siiggests the perpe tuation of thie rite il) the chiiurch with refercuce
to both Ilis death and R{is returii. But part of tlitt at toast is alreadv ilit-
plied ini the provions coxuînîand te observe it as His mîenorial, and îîot un1-
niattnrally colours thiis. IL includfes likewiso a refereîîee to both eatimg and
drixikingy, but tlîis is xnerely the condensation of *.tlnke's two sayings of tlle
sanie imiport into mie. lPaul's forin of the sayiiig is probably that whvlich
liad becoîne traditienal aiongy Christians as niost apprepriate for tise ini the
administration of the rite. The ethers approachi irore nearly to the hlis-
torical words as they were acttually uttcred.

Th'le variation in foru miay perlxaps, hiowever, find its chlief explanatien,
in, tie fact that ail tic forins are severe condensations. As is w~ehl kinowxî,
Johin's gospel couitaixis no0 account of tie instituition of tuie supper, anid
thierefore wve -would not expeet to find this saying reported ln any fornii.
Nor is thiere aiiytliing that bears any close resexublauico to it. But ixîstead,
we have a discourse of over three chia)ter.s on precisely the saine tlicinos--
Ilis approachuig deatli and His suibsequent; retirii--represeintod as spokei
at tue passo ver, iumediately after the departure of .11 das fromn.th ic olipaliy.
(Jolmn xiii. 31, to xvi. 33.) Even, if, as niany thiîîk, this is a froc expansion
of wlîat %vas really said, it inidim~tes thiat soînt.hing more fliatx a Siungle
oracular sentence lies behiind adl tic records of the occ'asioni.

This comparison of the diltereuit reported forîns of tlue words of Clhrist
ditrixîg the institution of fleicupper unakes it very clear tli;it Loo iiixchx stress
shîould not be laid on the absolute accuiracy of thec language attribiited to
liiiii here or elsewhiere. Thle iiieiory of the reporters %vas not likze a plhono-
grapli wvhicli gives ont the identical Nvords anîd toiles thiat have beoux spoken
into it. Thiey reîîienibered as other people reînerber-i'ather idlàas or iun-
pressions than exact words, anîd ini giving tiieni fortli ciothed tlîin ini their
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