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would be to give the student such a
practical knowledge of the whoie collec-
tion of books and episties as would en.
able him, to use them as the carpenter
does his tools or the physician his drugs.
He would be acquainted with the mate.
riais at his command. He could then
Iay bis hand on this or that as the occa-
sion required. Whatever forms of spir-
itual disease required his attention, the
remedy would be at band. It would
flot be necessary to ransack the whole
dispensary and then not be sure that he
had found the right one.

But wvho, would be sufficient for tiiese
things ? Not simply a man of piety or
a successful pastor. The man who
would be capable of fllling the situation,
would need to be a man, not only of
the highest spiritual type, and abreast
of the times, but also a scholarly man,
of high linguistic attainments, flot only
thoroughly acquainted with the vernacu-
1er of the Old and Ncw Testaments, but
with the cognate languages ; one in
whomn students could have perfect con-
fidence in his ability to draw bis mate-
rial from ail sources, and discern be-
tween good and evil ; and, of course, a
man wbo wvould have a masterly grasp
of the Word of God from a literary, bis-

toric, and evangelistic point of view.
What would Le somne of the advan-

ýages of such a course of instruction?
It would enable the men graduating
from our theological halls to meet the
demands of our times. It wvould be

one of the best safeguards against error,
and one of the best means of counter-
acting the influence of reckless criticism,
and a weapon second-to-none for the
apologist. Side by side with the spirit
of inquiry, there is a spirit of revival
sweeping over the whole of Christendom
which can be satisfied witb nothing less
than the most evangelical presentation
of Biblical truti- As one writer bas
said, Il The time is coming, if it is flot
already upon us, when a man who can
handle his English Bible as a thorougbly
familiar student acquainted with its con-
tents only can, will be more in demand
than the most accomplished soholar
who, with ail bis gettings, bas flot yet
acquired a real knowledge of tbat book."
In almost ail lines of life row, we find
our specialists-in Law, in Science, and
in Philosophy,-and the preacber wbo is
going to make himself felt in the coming
years, must needs be a specialist in
-Bible knowledge. This must be done
whatever else is left undone. Iii view
of the present demands put upon tbe
average preacher by the multiplication
of church societies and associations of
social reforrn, and the sbare of attention
he is expected to, devote to these, tbus
shortening the time for private study;
and in view of the increased Bible
knowledge of the average bearer in the
congregation obtained in «eIl organized
Sunday scbools and Bible classes, and
tbe spirit of inquiry which is abroad
everywhere, even in the most rural con.


