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prcted by wvhat seenis to is thieir obvious ineaniîîg, are literaill
true. Lt is a sort of reiigious tout- (le force, whiichi niakes liit
of ail rational probabilities as nothing better than impertinent
intruders into a sacre(l field, wliîrc thce- have no righit to
exist. Lt reminds onc of the eariy stagc of the dliscussion i-e-
gar(ling the geologicai objection urged against thie MNosaic
Cosmiogony, whien it was gravelv sugcested thiat the curse
pronouniced upon the eartli in consequence of sin and tite

deug wcre suflicient toq exlain ail the, phienoînieîa whîich
sec-mie(l ta nîilitate against the literai interpretation of the six
davs af creation. The scientifie nîind simph' refuses to con-
sider- suggesion of thiat character. It assumes on good
grounds the contintîity of natural laws, and, until evidence

of a (lecisive chai-acter is produced, refuses to admit thiat
the physiological conditions could. have heen so W!îdcly

different fi-oi wliat thiey are to-day as to account for
suchi anl enormous variation in thc (luration of life

as appears ta bc in(licated by thlese figures. If thiere is
no Wîuer explanation of the language, scientific mein m'iil )refCi-

ta believe tlîat- tiiese statenients are siniply fabulons traditions,

whiate-ver miiay be the consequences ta the creduiity and author-

ty of the book whiich cantaiîîs theni, and they wvil place themi

alcngoside the othier tradition stili curi-cut aniong Orientais

thiat Adain Nvas a hiundred and twcnty feet high. No"(t oll so,
but niany othiers, wlho cati lay no dlaim ta be coiisiciered

scicntific, but Nliîo, are uîîconsciousiy affectcd 1by the growingcZ
scieîîtific teîîîpcr of the day, feel that the literai initerpretationi
of thiese statenients imposes a tax on thecir faitli \vlici is becoîu-
ing continualiy more (lifficuit ta bear. Ln vie%\ af the î-esilts

thiat have 1)een reaclied fromn the discussion of ailier difliculties

of a simîilar chai-acter thev cannot hlpl askziing whether this

(lifflculty too, is xîot -altocther of aur own making, arisina

frontî crroneous ilîterpretation of Bible laxîguage. Ail p)ast

expericîlce shows flhc unwvisdomi- of theologians ini holding fast

by lite rai interpretatians ai Biblical statemnlts at ail cost wviîeîî

science shows good i-casonis for qiîestioning the accuracy of
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