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Keeping Alive
The Rural Teachers' Problein.

BY 0. J. SIE% frt',,a';, NI. ,. Pacti., Prafes-.ar tf f-nrglish ai 0. A. C'.

)A YOtN(; girl <if rny acquaint-
ance rt-uunîIy gave Up lier schoal

n th( cauntrv artd tok a positioin in
d1 ri,% riutti- as -bu herset-f expre--t-t
it, t-be waîtld -lie oif lttnelinu-.-. if she
had ta sta:' tht-re anaîher
year. She boartiet haif a
mile frorm thte schottl, with
twonold pt-tpie w ha wun t
to 1),td at ni- at-iack t-erv'
niglit. Thkre wert- fut
hali a dotzen vitting peot-
pic tif bier tîwn age in the
whale sectioîn. There was
n0 wdter fîtr aing anti
no lihrary for reatiing. It
was twa mile-s tî thte ctoun-
try church, andi the- town
with it-t "maumes' was flue
miles away. In a sec-
tion like that it eas easy
tosee haw ane might "die PuOP.o0.z.
of loneline--,- anti how a M.A., D
teacher might long ta escape tti the tawn.
But it happentti that 1 knew this par-
ticular section weIl, and it seetned ta me
that even hure there was a passihility of
the teacher keeping alite if onît- she
went the right way about it. Death
front lanelinesti ot-ertakes tînly those
who make no effort to lve.

The possibilities of the rural suhool
teacher really living and enjoying lufe
in the country depend, i seems ta me,
on tht-ce things-her interest in the
work of hier school, lier interest in the

sotiai life tif t hi-. cottntinity anti
tbti-î iîiîert-s that have- ta dot w th
ber tii n pesrotnil dt-tt-Ipirnunt. The-
rural t,-ii'ýht-r whit ha-, tht--t tbr-t in-
tt-ret-- ma% it. (if otîvrwî îrk b ut ni-sur

of bn-it-flnt-r--t

the wttrk (tf a caitntrv
scbî tit lites -implytin thbe
faut that tl is if the court-
t ri antîi tha t t he m-rk tif

th bt tla-,.-iii itirî tit lie adi-
aptti ttt Suit th li- -pcni-
t-nue o-tf îîîîîîrsv life. No
lis t, pîrogrt-ssiv ut- eather
%% tîtlti tvt-r thiti k.îtr slîould
user r hin k. tif t-at b iîîg
tht- ame tbiigs in a couin-
t ru schtol as iii a ct-i
-chtttti The afficiali couîrse
ttf study i., tht- ie for tht-

'TRSON, coutinr ant i t m schitols,
anti the text-litmks atre

the -amie: but the expt-rienue anti
the home surrnîundings anid inter-
ests af the pupils are dufferent.
In teaching arithmetir, ftor ercamtple,
1 cannot imagine a real teacher ut ,fin-
ing herseif ta the deat itnechanicai. un-
practical qluestioîns of a text-book wben
ail araund iber an every farmi are prab-
lem-, in proportion anti measuremient,
in profit andi lotis, whiuh make up the
reai arithmî-tiu ai the farmer. 1 cannot
imagine a teauher wîth any resoitrue-
fuinesi teching composition fram the
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