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Little time was lost by the Americans,
The frtifieation at Fert. after General - Drum-
Eie repuired. mond’s repulse, in com-
mencing the re-construction of the defences
at Fort Lrie, injured by the explosion; the
completion also of the new works that were
in course of crection, at the time of the
assauls, was pressed on so rapidly that, in a
very short space of time, they were able to
boast that ¢ Fort Erie was rendered impreg-
nable to the attacks of any other than a vastly
superior foree.” These defences were mount-
el with twenty-seven heavy guns, and the
garrison was reinforced by new levies of
nmilitia. Italmostappeaved from the strength
of the reinforcements as if the Americans
were resolved at all hazards to keep posses-
sion of Fort Eric as a sort of equipoise to
the British holding Fort Niagara. Welearn
iom ** sketehes of the war” that three hun-
dred and twenty regulars arrived in the St.
awrenee from Lake Iuron; a company of
riflemen from Sandusky ; and several other
detachments of regulars from Batavia and
Sckett's ITarbour, giving in all a force of
three thousand four hundredmen, and besides
these large numbers the Fort was protected,
lakeward, by the broadsides of the St. Law-
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rence, Niagara, Lady Prevost, Caledonia and
Poreupine.

Reduced as General Drummond was by the
losses at Chippewa, Lundy’s Lane, and Fort
Erie, the arrival of the 6ih and 82nd regi-
ments, mustering some one thousand and
forty men was insufficient to place him in a
position to threaten so formidable a post,
especially as he had been compelled to send
six companies of the 4lst to Fort George,
and what was left of the 103rd to Burling-
ton, thus leaving himself in point of num-
bers very little stronger than before.

"The heavy and constantrains, and thelow
swampy grounds on which the army had heen
so longencamped, and the privations they had
undergone, spread typhus and intermittent
fevers amongst the troops, to such an extent
that General Drummond, so far from being
able to assume the offensive, was compelled

‘[to act most cautiously on the defensive.

The position of the two armics was, at this
time, as follows:—The Americans occupied
Fort Erie with their rear covered by the
ships. The British batterics were placed
directly in front, but strange to say were
guarded only by a Xine of piquets, the main
body being about & mile and a half to the:
rear; we presume that this position was
taken up by General Drummond on account
of the ground heing somewhat higher and
less swampy.

Trom the 1st to the 1Tth September little
occurred of consequence, excepta few trifling:
affairs of piquets, but General Brown, whe



