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A let z; fasi ue listo sUch a degree
iliat %ve eagerly graqp i îiîat is proffered
to uis preceded lb' any (A, hleni. 'lhis
l<>,ging is unio coiti.d sizi'ýy to fasiiions
Or IM)itics. but lias un forttinately found
its way ilito literature. 'l'le literary at-
inospliere of the countîry i-i so tliorclughly
pernîeated w~iu1î the poOiso of îlîis lîydra
that niany worthy mien have passed and
sonie are yet passing away ahniosi un-
noticed; men wîo, have sung and who
stili :ontinue t0 sine iingug unex-
ccllcd, tAie superb beauties of our fair
country. It is trvly a disgrace, to, say thie
least, that, in our cager race after alien
auîlîors, we forge native literators. How
can the niajority of Canadians be 50 un-
patriotic, so blind to the future glory of
their country, as to a1loiv an O'Brien, a
Foran, a Lampman, a Duvar, a Carinen
or any other ot our literary-ligluts, to pass
by "unhonored and unsung?> This
neghigence, ths culpable ignorance niay
perlîaps be accounted for by the Divine
saying. "A Prophet is not Nviîlout honor
save in his own country."

To learn the hîigh degrce of excellence
attained by our pets, tlîe unbiased thinker
lias but to compare their works with those
of foreigners, Anerican or Buropean, as
lie chooses. For the presert we shahl
content ourselves with "Aminonthe Mil/et;"
a collection of luis poenîs wvhich Mr. Archu-
bald Lanîptnan niost appropriately desig-
nates by huis very euphonious titie.

Mr. lanui)iian w~as b-)rn on thé- seven-
tcenth of Novenîber, 1861, in Morpeth,

C1.10.

Kenît County, Onîtario, of an Irishi-Geri-nali
f;iiiily of UJnited Enipire 1.oyaîists who
esnigratcd t> Can-ada. ini 1783 ; hence lie is

asunbCanadian by birth and senti-
nient. His early ediîcation hiavis)g been
%vell attciided to, lie graduated %vith lionors
fromi '1rinity Collkge. Tloronto, at the
yoluthful geo! tw.enîyt-one. H1aving re-
niovcd to Ottaiva lie, in the tollowing
vear, 1 88-, W'as appointed to the Civil
Service, in the Post Office I epartnment,
where wve find lîini at the l)reselt day. I-le
is of !slisiht stature and apparently delicate;
but so little of Il youthful grace " does
tinie "'pilfer" froni liin tliat one can
scarcely believe tlîat: lie lias lived to, en-
joy the beauties of thirty-four sumniers.
He is a polîslied conversationist and, as
nîay readily be inferred froîn his wvritings,
possesses a pleasirig and graceful flow of
words.

In i888, the twenty-seventlî year of lus
age, his poeins appeared ini book-fortii,
niost affectionately dedicated to luis wife.
The very titie of the book, "Ae;oyit, the
Mfillet," while proving îini to be an ad-
miirer of the beautiful iii nature, at the
saine ime evidences luis poetic genius.
These three %vords contain *a volume in
theinselves. Agreeable to the car by
their lîarnoijy, they 611i the imagination
with an abundance of pleasing îlîougluîs.
Recalling 5onue beautiful scenery, they
leaid one once more, light-hearted and
,gay, over buill and del], through nîeadows
of th, brightest green ; the senses ail the
while i .asting, upon the surrouriding
beautic:,; the soft zephyrs gently fanning
tit? 1jeated hrow; tîxe sweet song of the
birds falling upon the ear in pleasing
strains and dilating the heart with an in-
describable joy; or they find you comfort-
ably reclining on a swath of newv-mown
hay, enjoying the perfunuie of the sweet-

tAMIONG ¶11IE M1ILLET."

J-lail Lewipna,: ! prone to pensive niood,
i n love w~iîlî naturc's virginhood,

.logthe MJillet andç Ille daisics."
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