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people, for it can be easily seen that
as the progress of Canada increases
and her population is augmented, a
very long time cannot elapse before
the service will be self-sustaining,
and that the excess of expenditure
in new districts will bc covered by
the revenue from the wealthier and
more populous provinces. However,
it is not a very pleasant duty for a
cabinet minister to report so large
a deficit as the following report
shows: *
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ycar cnded june 3oth 1897.

One of the most important divi-
sions of the Canadiani postal organiza-

tions is its almost perfect railwaýy
mail service traversing a total dis-
tance of some 14,780 miles. The
extensive growth of this part of the,
system convinced the Postmaster-
General of the necessîty of placing it
under one superintendent and ac-
cordingly by an Order-in-Council of
April Ist 1897, a Railway Mail Ser-
vice Branch was established in charge
of a Controller with headquarters at
Ottawa. Although only a year bas
passed since its establishment, the
increased efficîency andeconomy,and
particularly the uniform manner in
which the mails are received and
despatched prove the wisdom of such
a measure.

The institution of the Savings
Bank Branch was of pararnount
importance to all classes of the coun-
try for in viewing the salutary resuits
which have been accomplished in
this division we can readily see what
has been done by the government to,
foster and encourage among the
people habits of thrift and frugality.
In 1867, when the Post Office Act
was passed the system was limited to
Ontario and Ouebec but in 1885 it
was extended-to Nova Scotia and
New Brunswick and at present there
are 755 savings bank offices distri-
buted over the several provinces.
There are also 33 Government Sav-
ings Banks under the control of the
Finance Department, but arrange-
ments are made for their transfer to
the Post Office Department accord-
ing as the position of superintendent
at each place becomes vacant. The
absence of post office savings banks
in the United States postal system
makes one of the few radical differ-
ences between the Canadian and
Amierican services.

What are the possible. changes in
Canadian postal system is a difficuit
niatter to determine. Though the
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