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NOVA-SCOTIA.
PROVINCIAL TARLIAMENT.

On the first day of the Sossion, after the
Speech had been read, the new members were
sworn an and took those formidable onths o-
aainst the Popoe and the Pretender, which have
beon eo long and so justly obuoxious ton very
large cluss of our fehow Citizens—and are as
uscless ut the present day, as they are hostile
to the whole spirit, 1f not the nctunl letter, of
moderu British Legislation,  Mr. Stewart ask-
ed and obtained leave 1o introduce a Bitl to abo-
lish thom, and substitute o shorter and wore
ravonal lorm, which was granted.  The uvsusl
Cammittees were appointed, nnd some conver-
sation arose on tho propriety of levying a tax
on the owners of lorge tracts of wilderness
Lands, to be Inid out in opening ronds through
them, and facilituting the improvement of the
Country.

On Iriday 'the IHouse met late, to afford
time to the Committee to prepare the answer
to the Governor's Speech, which, having been
reported and discussed, was finally pussed.’

Mr. Dovey then moved the folloving Reso-
tution

Resolred—That a Committee be appointed
to wait on Iis Excellency the Licutenant Gov-
cenor, and request [lis Bxeellency to direct the
preper Ofiicers to transmit to this IMouse, a
Statement of the funds invested for the endow.-
ment of Dalhousie College ; with the period
and wode of the investinent, nawme of the fund
and amount of intercst which has aceumulated.
Also, all correspondence between Ilis Majes-
ty’s Ministers, and this Province, the measur-
es adonted by the Governers of Windsor Col-
lege, togethier with o transereipt of the records
kept by the Governors of both Institutions
since 1330, tha communications to and from
the Cclonial Office, and all documentsin their
pessession or under their control, sclative to
the projected union of the Collego,

Some discussion arose upon this—Members
on the one side, being desirous to wait until
Itis Excellency shonld bring the subject form-
ally before the House—whilo on the other, it
vag coutended that the Jangnage of the Mes-
rage was indefinite—merely stating that I
Bscellency inight, not that he wonld do 5o j-and
it would st all events he necessary to have all
the information the Resolition regnired, he-
fore tho Honse conld be enlled upon to come
to a deeision, The Message scemeid to imply
somc neglect on the part of the House, in al-
Imwing u subject of so much importance to re-
main in abeyance so long, when in fact ithad
never been brought forward in a way to prove
that the Government had it much at heart, or
to justify the Legislature in winking up an e-
pinion,  The Resolution was finully withdrawn
and the Inuse adjourncd.

Saturday, Jan'y. 23. A Resolution ias
maved by Mr. Young, for the appointnent of
a Committee, to consist of a Member from
each County, to report a Bill for the support of
Common Schools thronghout the Country. We
were not in when the Resolution wag offered,
and did not hear the terms of it or the obser-
vations by which it was prefaced, if any were
made. Mr. Unincke concurred in the Resolu-
tion, and expressed himeelf in favour of adop-
ting the principlo of assessment. Mr. Bell
then rose and suid, that e had long.eyterta-
ed o simmlar opinion—he was happy to see it
avowed on the floor of the house, and should
bo prepared to vote for any measure making
a wise application of that principle to the ne-
cessitics of this Country. He had marked
with admiration the effects produced Dby the
assessinent system in Scotland and the New
England States. How doesit huppen, snid he,
that go where they will, the_ people of Scotland

gencrally rise above the lower rank of mere
laborers 7—beenuse they have had the blessings
of carly education, and the intelligence and
virtue—the habits of industry and frugality, ue-
quired in youth——are their safeguards from
poverty und crime; and constamly advance
theasy in the midst of a less enlightened popu-
lation, to competence and respectabihy, and
often o sitiations of affluence gnd honor, I
we look to New England, there we see a peo.
ple papdly developing the resonrces of a couns
try, not very richly endowed by nature—wlere
public institutions are sustained with unbouud-
ed bberahity—and individual euterprize is con-
stantly seeking out new objects o' profitable
industry—where no man need be idle, end
wlere poverty scarcely exists, These high
privileges and hunorable chaructesistic traits,
New Englend owes te her admirabie system of
cduention, Why should we then hesitate to
aduptit?  Mueh had been sand about the Quit
Rents, and the prepricty of levying a tax up-
ot large tracts of wilderness lands.  Ile own-
ed some lands in the interior, and if the pro-
ceeds of such a tax were to 5o to the support of
education throughout the country, most cheer-
fuily would he pay his proportion, even twice
orthree times told,

Mr. Cocuran was opposed to nssessment,
beeause he never would consent tolay a direct
tax upon the people to which they themsclves
were opposed.  ‘They might, under the for-
mer {aw, have assessed themselves— but jn vot
one single township, so far as he could learn,
did they do so.

Mr. Untaere admitted that the facts might
bo ua stated hy the hou. member ram Newport,
and yet prove nothing against the ndoption of
the principle ol assessment. Jt wes idle to
snppose that any peopla would voluntarily Jay
a tax upon themselves ~even for a good pur-
rose 3 and parueularly that they would curtail
itheir menns of imwediate sensual gentification,
for the attainment of an indirect intellectunl
henefit—of slow growih —and the worth of
which, from its very absence, was likely to be
undervaiued.  In vain would the Legislature
entrust the maintenance of the poor to the o-
peration of private benevolence~—funds were
thorefore raised by a levy on the whele, to
form thosc oflices of humanity which all might
neeleet,

M. B. Doworr denied the factsaffirmed by
the wember for Newport, 1t was not true that
the people were so universally oppused to the
assessment system. On tho contrary, he kuew
of several settlements, where, under the old
act, it had been chieerfully adopted. e was
sutisficd that the House would act wisely to
sustain that system—as nothiug could have a
sreater influence upon the common welfare,
‘T'he resolution was then passed, and a Com-
wittee compused of a member from cach Coun-
ty natued,

Blr. Ssuti reported the following address
on the subject of the timber duties, prepared
by a joint Committee of the Council and Assem-
bly, which was unanimously adepted :

TO THE KING'S MOST LACELLENT MAJHSTY.
May 1t please your Majesty.

We, your Majesty’s Council and Tlouse of
Assembly of this your DMajesty’s loyai Pro-
vinee of Nova Scotia, now convened in Gene-
ral Assembly, beg leave to approuch your Ma-
jesty’s Throne, and most respeetfuily to sub-
mit to the consideration of your Majesty’s Go-
vornment; the Copy of a Memorial to yonr
Majesty in the year 1834, upon.the subject of
the Tawmber Trade of the British North Ameri-
can Provinces. -

Your Maojesty was graciously pleased to in-
form the acting Governor of Nuva Scotia, by
n Despatch, duted 4th April, 1834, from the
the flonorable E.G. Stanley, your Majesty’s

Sccretary of -State for the Colonies, * that it

was not the intention of your Mujesty’s Gov-
ernment to propose to Parliament any alter-
ation in the dutios nffecting that trade the pre-
sent year,” and that no steps would be takes
without the fullest consideration of the Colo-
ninlinterests involved.

That the people of Nova Scotia, conceiv«
ing that no slteration would be made in the
duties ufiecting the Timber trade, until ufter «
tull investigation of the subject by your Ma-
jesty’s Guverument, and being entirely sutistied
that such ivestigation wust produce cenvietion
that many important interests of your Majes-
ty's subjucts would he sucrificed, by the iutro-
duction of auy nmterial change in this trade,
have not since pressed the subject on your Mo-
jesty’s notice. Thatthey have since inereused
their establishments for the manufacture of
timber and deals, kaowing that the shipping
and navigution of Great Britain, the manufac-
tures, theee engaged in the fisheries, and even
the poorest description of Bmigrants from
Great Britam to these Colonies, are all deep-
ly intercsted in the mensure; and that your
Majesty’s Governnient would not, without die
deliberation, destroy atrade so important to
the Ewmpire.

With much surprise aad deep concern therc-
fore, the Ieople of this Pravivce have learned
that a Committee of the House of Commans
of the Imperial Parliament have recowmend-
ed a ehange in the Duugs, which, 1f adopred
by Parliament, must be yuinous to that branch
of the Trade ol these Colonics, and give a
manoply of the Dritish Market in Timber and
Deuls1o Foreigners,

That Jittle argnment is necessary to prove
that Colonial interests are not more deeply
concerned in the proposed measure, than the
Shipping, Mamufacturing and Comwmercinl
welfare of the Parent State. To the view pre-
sented in the accompanying Memorial, it does
not seem requisite to add more until they are
controserted and disproved ; even as a wmea-
sure of finance merely, it may be problemati-
cal whether it vall answer that object, when a
few years shall have destroyed the Shipping
and Comamerce engaged in this trade, which
l:as heretofore directiy or indircctly augment-
ed the Revenue of Great-Britain,

Under g}l circumstances, therefore, we hum-
bly implore, ou bebalf of the Peeple of Nova-
Seotia. that your dinjesty will niot sunction uny
change in 2 branch of Trade whieh hae hith-
erto proved go highly beuneficial to the Empire
at large,

Mr. Boyle’s Resolution relative to the Col-
leges, was then again ufiered, and passed with-
out opposition.

At one o’clock, on Saturday (Jan. 23.), His
Majesty’s Council waited upon his Excellency,
at Goverrment Yeuse, with the following Ad-
dress in auswer to His Speceh:

Lo Xlis Excelleney Atujor General, Sir Conn
‘Camvnery, gkt Commander of the most

Jion. Bilitery Oreder of the Bath, Liculen-

ant Governer and Commander in Chicf iu

and over Iiis Majesty’s Prevince of Nova-

Scetia and its Dependancics, §e. §e. g
The Address of His Majesty’s Council :

His Majesty’s Council thank yoor Excellen-
cy for your Specch at the opening of this Ses-
sion of the General Assembly. It affords them
much pleasure to know that your visits to ma-
ny parte of this Province have been produc-
tive of gratification to you ; and that perconal
observation has enabled your Exceliency to
hear testimony of the favourable appearance
of the Province, and the industry of its inhab.
itnnts,

Tley have great reason to be thankful for
the uhundnnt harvest, with which it has pleas-
cd Providence to bless the land, The plemy
thus produced will add uwch to the geueral



