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\Vhen the shep %vaq cnlargcd, and a boxc
t hrt)%n ont in )VII-at ilsed te be the iodgers
parlotir, Ilope thotiglit that Hfarold would be
coutented to rctturn te bis place huhind the
wilttr and dismisa littie Pierce Joues, the
Conway lad, wvho liad lielpcd there sinccjiîst
before the wedding, wcek.

But ne; Harold thoiiglit Pierce lind
b: Uter stay; iL th..i a Imanu to lc alwaysý at
v-vry onc's beck and cali. Ile liad got into
ai wav of dawdlingr about, cither on foot or
titi thte pony, and lic spent xuuiell of bis Lime
:It the ' Shoal,' as the tiny public-lieuse was
called, short for 'Shoal of 1-lerrings '-its
very suggestive sign.

'fle low wall opposite the IlShoal ' was
picasant to leunge on, and tiiere %vas always
>.Omethiing te bac looked for along the Ihigli
road-the carrier, Sir Wallace Gwyn's four-
in-hand, or oid Johin Jones' donkey-cart. ]{e
likced takzing Hope with him at first on these
iffle expeditiolis, but she seidom cared to go.

Both ouglit net to lcave the shep at once,'
she said, £'and it %vas more a manfs work than
bers te Nvait for flic load cf fariey bricks
flin mConiway.',

Irai-old, argued, a tittie, and then generally
sct oif alerte, nodding grood-bycs te his Nwifé.
Titere was no fatilt te bo fouind ivitli bis con-
elxict as a lîuFband, or even aq aî Tnater, at

lwresent,
0f course he teck a Zlass cf aie nowv and

a-:-ain at the public-linuse, but only in a
ii tigli,,bour1y way. It wvas net fair te spend
lialf -i day there and do inothing 'for the
good, cf the bouse.' Even Hope saw ne-
thing te make lier urcasy in this.

Shie wvas busier than evor mo-.-more
l)copie te manage for, the shop net yet re-
s;!orcd te its ustial. orderly state, and littie
Pierce te be loola ù after. Ilope %vas very

axo te pack Mina off, and manage matters
qitity as tliey uscd te do. By-and-by, cf

Hnisfarold ý%veuU sec as -Éle did, that
lieys make more trouble and untidinesýb tban
they are wo.th.

But ilarold's eycs saw, nothing that tbc-y
did net clicose te sec. lie waz, master neiv,
and it wouid be bard if he was te teil and

*moii like a niere apprentice. .'Hope s..cmeud
*te like the fusty oid shop, and the cuAtornrs

wlie spcnt a few pence aÂnd then talked yeur
hiead off ; and sucb hiorrible clipped English
as it mnade bis musical cars ache te listen tu!
\Vell, joy go ivith lier if slie did, but lie
ineant te bic as littie belind the ceutnter -as
possible new.

Stili, sit, as liglhtly as lie %vould te the
shIop, lie didn't quite like te sec, the ncw red
lieuse in the village fittcd %vitli a large showy
w'indow, nor did lie cire te licar that a,
Chester liuendraper intended te set up a
bririoh establishîmcnt there. Hie had licard
tiiere ivas an epeniing for one. It ivas un-
likely that Miss H-alliwcll, uew site %v'as
married, -weutld keep on the English shop.

' Wlat an idea! ' said Hoepe, hall v'exed,
half scorniing the raineur. &But, Hlarold
(lezt, wliat otiglt wve te do ?-Nyrite te MNr.
WitLe in Chiester?'

No, }Iirold tbeuglit it would de no geed.
Ife iîad evidcntly mnade up bis mind te
corne. If any ene uvas te inove, lie voted tliey
did.

' What, leave Abermawr ?' Hope leeked
incredulousiy at ber husband. H-arold didn't
care for that serieus questieningI gaze. MIe
lauglied and siniled as if it ivas alIt ajokze, and
satintcred auvay.

And Zf.Whîite set up a rival sliep, al
plt Iuand gleaming ribbons, and rels

of -a coloured muateriai. It wvas a sort of
laazaar, tee; indeed, IlGrand ]3azair' %vas
painted up outside.

The villagers svondered and adinâed.
Hoe sauv it aIl new. Abermawr bad been
taken up by rici- Mr. Whîite. HIe wvas going
te mnake a fashienable ivatering-place cf it;
lic wa:s alrcady building revemi. neat boeuses
destincd te bac let as lodgings.

'Hiarold, tliis is serious,' said Hope oee
day. ' Sec, dear, 1 bave a, plan in my head.
We cannot hoe te cernpete u-vith.Mr. %% hite,
but let us go te lîim uvith a proposai. You
ne,.cr liked the drapery part of our busr-iness-,
âad., u vili offer fer a reasonable consider-

aion te give it up te liim, keeping' the
gicery and stores deprt..u. ncn largiC)

tlîat. Dont you think, it a good idea?'
But Ilarold wasn't siue. The grocerles

j wcru nasty perishabie gohe said. They

arriu cd at ne conclusion.
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